
Tom Kubis is a jazz composer/arranger, woodwind player, recording artist, band 
leader. 
 
Tom was recognized in the middle 60's as an outstanding saxophone and flute 
player. He performed on saxophone with such jazz greats as Frank Rosolino, Bill 
Watrous, Arturo Sandoval, Jack Sheldon, Pete Christlieb and Louis Bellson. 
 
After studying 20th century composition at Long Beach State, Tom’s interests 
turned towards jazz composition and arranging. In addition to motion picture and 
television assignments, the sought after composer/arranger has worked with 
many outstanding jazz artists and celebrities including long time commissions 
with Steve Allen (seven years) and Helen Reddy (five years). Among his 
television credits are arranging and conducting the CBS Jackie Gleason 30 year 
Reunion Special and The Bob Newhart 20 Year Anniversary show. 
 
Tom's musical arrangements were featured at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington DC in Portraits of Jazz. In 1993, Tom conducted his arrangements 
with Jack Sheldon at Carnegie Hall in New York, also his Big Band performed his 
arrangements for two nights at the Orange County Performing Arts Center with 
the Pacific Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Tom Kubis's musical arrangements define the contemporary big band sound and 
have been performed at virtually every major jazz festival in the world including 
the Playboy Jazz Festival, the Montreaux Jazz Festival and the Berkeley Jazz 
Festival to name a few. His charts have been played in just about any place or 
city that has a big band. There are literally hundreds of CDs available where 
Tom's arrangements can be heard from college to professional bands. 
 
Tom’s playing, arranging and sequencing skills have taken him all over the world 
for concerts and clinics. As the Los Angeles Times puts it, "His charts--which 
frequently use standard chord changes and playful name variations ("Purple 
Porpoise Parkway" for "Green Dolphin Street" is a good example)--are crisp and 
swinging. Written from a horn player's point of view, they flow with tremendous 
urgency and drive.” 
 
 


