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President

34/20/2022

I hope this newsletter finds each of you doing 

well. Most of our spring breaks are complete 

and we are now rounding the corner on the 

end of the year. No one can quite understand 

what this year has been like for each of us. It 

has been a year full of ups and downs and 

through it all, we have juggled all of the 

craziness. Enjoy your final set of weeks with 

your students!

The month of April has been fantastic. We 

have returned to one of our best traditions in 

SCSBOA, the All-Southern Honor Groups. The 

first weekend kicked off with two elementary 

virtual honor ensembles along with two middle 

school virtual honor ensembles. On the same 

weekend, we celebrated three middle school in 

person honor groups at Woodbridge HS and 

three high school honor groups at Santa 

Monica HS the following weekend. It was so 

nice to see and hear kids come back together. 

Congratulations to VPs of Education – Ray 

Llewelyn, Yeon Choi, Amy Villanova, and 

Dennis Crystal (who will have the Jazz Honor 

Concert this Sunday, April 24), along with all 

of the managers who helped make our 13 

virtual ensembles and honor groups flourish. 

Each group takes hours of planning and 

preparation behind the scenes to provide a 

wonderful experience for students. We thank 

our guest conductors for their teaching and 

wonderful performances with all of the groups. 

Congratulations to Rita Watson and Steve 

Acciani on receiving Honorary Life 

Membership! This is so well deserved. They 

have dedicated years to our Association and to 

the education of thousands of students. We are 

grateful to each for all they have given and 

continue to give to SCSBOA. To all of this 

year’s awardees, congratulations! We will 

celebrate all of you in January of 2023. 

Mark your calendars for the much anticipated 

return of the annual SCSBOA conference at 

the Hyatt Regency Orange County on January 

20 – 22, 2023. We will host our honor groups 

under the same roof once again with concerts 

throughout the weekend. On Friday you are 

welcome to watch our high school honor groups 

rehearse and enjoy the first round of honor 

concerts Friday night. We will have a full day 

of professional development on Saturday and 

have a evening banquet for all members. On 

Sunday, we will conclude our weekend with 

the final set of honor concerts. In addition to a 

fantastic weekend of gathering together once 

again, we will celebrate the 85th anniversary of 

our Association. The conference will be an 

event you won’t want to miss! Look for the 

January conference registration this July with 

your membership renewal. 

Jeanne Christensen

Let’s continue to keep our lines of 

communication open. Let’s continue to build 

relationships professionally with one another 

and trust in them. SCSBOA is a professional 

Association and we are a strong one. Many of 

the Board members have heard back from our 

members over the past few weeks and we 

appreciate the direct communication. The 

Board is listening and discussing how to make 

change for the positive that will support all of 

our members. As we are educators also, we 

take processes and challenges head on. We 

work as a team. One of our goals is to always 

make sure we keep the Association moving 

forward. As with any new direction or change, 

we will continue to be in contact. When we 

understand one another, we see how similar 

we truly are.

Have a great rest of your spring! 

President, continued…

2022 HLM, Steve Acciani 2022 HLM, Rita Watson
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Outstanding Elementary Educator

● Adelle Glass

● Karen Hayhurst

Outstanding Middle School Educator

● Becky Othmer

Rising Star Music Educator

The Rising Star Award is presented to educators who have made extraordinary contributions to music education 

and SCSBOA in the first 5 – 7 years of teaching 

● Kevin Homma

● Austin Rico

Gold Award of Recognition

The Gold Award of Recognition is presented to educators who have proven quality service and contributions to 

SCSBOA and music education for 10 or more years of service

● Kevin Hamilton

● Matthew Mulvaney

Outstanding Veteran Music Educator

The Veteran Teacher award is presented to educators who have proven quality service and contributions to 

SCSBOA and music education for 20 or more years of service

● Renee Baker

● Kay Ladanyi

Robert Greenwell Award – Festival Adjudication

● Corey Nordal

Robert Greenwell Award – Field Adjudication

● Brian Peter

Robert Greenwell Award – Parade Adjudication

● Sophia Gray

Honorary Life Member

The Honorary Life Member is admired and has distinguished themselves for exemplary service and quality 

contributions to SCSBOA and Music Education. They go beyond the scope of their assigned position and 

responsibilities to further the ideals and mission of the SCSBOA.

● Steve Acciani

● Rita Watson

Outstanding Administrator

● Steve Ellis

● Christopher Krebs

Outstanding Parent Booster 

● Alan Slipson

Congratulations to the 2022 SCSBOA Award recipients! 

Thank you for your service and extraordinary contributions 

to SCSBOA, the music students, and music educators 

throughout Southern California. 
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Outstanding Elementary Educator

Adelle Glass, Redlands USD

Outstanding Elementary Educator

Karen Hayhurst, Glendale USD

Outstanding Middle School Educator

Becky Othmer, Holland MS

2022 SCSBOA AWARD RECIPIENTS

Rising Star Music Educator

Austin Rico, Rancho Cucamonga HS

Rising Star Music Educator

Kevin Homma, Las Flores MS

2022 SCSBOA AWARD RECIPIENTS

Gold Award

Kevin Hamilton, Rogers MS

Gold Award

Matthew Mulvaney, Mira Mesa HS

Robert Greenwell Award

Parade Adjudication

Sophia Gray, March MS

Robert Greenwell Award

Festival Adjudication

Corey Nordal

Robert Greenwell Award

Field Adjudication

Brian Peter

Veteran Teacher

Renee Baker, Central Union HS

Veteran Teacher

Dr. Kay Ladanyi, Glendale USD

Outstanding Administrator

Steve Ellis, Murrieta Mesa HS

Outstanding Parent Booster

Alan Slipson, Tesoro HS

Outstanding Administrator

Christopher Krebs, Woodbridge HS
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Paul Bluto

As I write this article, we have just 

completed the SCSBOA District festival 

season. I had the opportunity to adjudicate 

over 100 ensembles at this year’s festivals, 

and I am extremely proud of the job our 

membership educators did in preparing their 

students for re-entry into this important 

performance opportunity. I was also happy to 

see many ensembles take advantage of the 

several accommodations we made this year 

to help ease programs back into the festival 

activity. The accommodation I personally 

saw most often, especially with younger 

groups early in the season, was only having 

to play two selections to earn a festival 

rating. Although directors were not required 

to select literature off our SCSBOA Music 

Lists, I was happy to see that many 

ensembles still utilized this valuable 

resource when programing their festival sets.

Speaking of the SCSBOA Music Lists, the 

Music Literature Committee has been hard 

at work on the Music Lists Revision project 

that I have written to you about this past 

year. We have currently checked every piece 

on our music lists (over 7000 entries!) for in-

print/out-of-print status. We will be moving 

all out-of-print literature to an archive 

version of our music lists and removing them 

from the searchable database. The intent is 

to make the searchable database music lists 

a more current and relevant resource for our 

membership. Not to worry, literature on the 

archive music lists will still be accessible and 

usable as required literature at our festival if 

you wish to program these pieces.

Rest assured that this important project is in 

good hands. The expert members of the 

Music Literature Committee are Stephanie 

Bollard, Kay Crask, Brian Hamilton, Henry 

Miller, Naomi Norwick, Cathy Olinger, Jay 

Posteraro, and Nancy Robinson. Quite a 

crew!

I will continue to update you on the further 

progress of this project in future 

communications. In the meantime, have a 

great completion to your 2021-22 school year!

Music Lists



Elementary Education
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Ray Llewellyn

Hello fellow music educators. I hope you were all 

able to enjoy the wonderful performances of our 

elementary and middle school virtual groups 

which premiered on the SCSBOA You-Tube 

channel April 3, 2022 at 7:00pm. Each group 

sounded great! Thanks to everyone involved for 

allowing us to still provide a great experience to 

our students even during these uncertain times 

as we work our way back into a more normal 

way of life! Thanks to all of the music teachers 

who encouraged your students to be involved 

with these groups even during these difficult 

times to help keep music alive in their student’s 

lives. I would specifically like to thank all of our 

teachers who ‘answered the call’ to volunteer 

their talents in submitting video performances 

as well in support of our student performances. 

Thanks for being great examples to the students, 

Nathan Brown, Joseph & Wendy Castillo, Jeff 

Evans, Gary Hung, Jon Mann, and Michael 

Ryan Armstrong. I would also like to thank 

Mathew Harwich for is great video production, 

Jeanne Christian for recording your intros and 

supporting what was best for our elementary 

students at this time, Yeon Choi for mentoring 

me in doing this job and Amy Mack for all you do 

to help us make everything happen! You are all 

a joy to work with!

With that, I am happy to announce that next 

year SCSBOA will return to full elementary 

school live honor groups! I can also announce 

who our elementary honor conductors will be for 

our groups next year. I am proud to announce 

that our elementary honor band will be 

conducted by Jill Ruhnke from the Corona-Norco 

USD and our elementary honor string orchestra 

will be conducted by Peggi Stoffel from Hart 

USD. We are currently working hard to make 

sure that the elementary honor groups will have 

a prominent performance slot at next year’s 

conference in January 2023.

I would also like to announce that in an effort to 

align with All-State honor groups and our own 

middle school and high school honor groups, 

elementary honor groups auditions will be done 

via video auditions as the other groups are done. 

Much like those other groups, audition materials 

will be available to download from the SCSBOA 

website this summer giving students and 

teachers plenty of time to have and prepare their 

video auditions. We will also be keeping to a 

traditional early December due date for audio 

submissions.

I am currently assembling the team of 

managers, auditioners and section coaches we 

will need to provide our students with the best 

experience possible for next year’s honor groups. 

If you are interested in filling one of those 

positions on the elementary honor groups team, 

please email me at elementary@scsboa.org and 

let me know. We are always looking for 

dedicated music educators to assist with these 

groups. As someone who has managed honor 

groups for the SCSBOA since 1998, I can tell 

you, you will get so much out of working with 

fellow music educators and these talented 

conductors and students. I know I have over the 

years! It is always a great experience for 

everyone involved! I look forward to possibly 

hearing from you!

Be sure to look for those audition materials this 

summer! Stay well and keep working to make 

things bigger and better than ever!

Elementary Education, continued…

mailto:elementary@scsboa.org
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Festival Adjudication
With the cancellation of many festivals this 

year, it has been difficult to schedule 

training for new adjudicators.  That process, 

and a schedule for training, will be set up 

prior to the start of next festival season. I’m 

excited to hear from directors who are 

interested in adjudicating – you learn a great 

deal about your own ensembles when you sit 

and listen critically to 12 – 20 bands and 

orchestras in a day! The website will be 

updated with new information on this soon.

Your feedback has meant a lot, and every 

word is considered. A streamlined process for 

providing evaluation of festivals and 

adjudication will be utilized next year, with a 

Google form available online to enter your 

evaluations and suggestions. We will also be 

able to use this to collect data on festival 

ratings, classification, and such to continue 

to evaluate our processes. 

Our Association is peer-driven, and I want 

to encourage you to be a voice and take an 

active part in developing all aspects of the 

SCSBOA that affect your program! 

Steve Graves

Spring is upon us and many have already 

made it through our break and are into the 

“home stretch”! Many of us in education are 

often taught to plan “with the end in mind”, 

but I’d encourage you at this point to start 

planning with the “beginning” in mind.  In 

other words, think about how the end this 

year will affect the start of next year. Are 

you just trying to finish what you’ve started, 

or are you now thinking about what skill set 

your students will start next year with? 

Planning now with the beginning in mind 

also allows you to reflect on what may have 

been lacking at the start of this year, so you 

can perhaps start next year off on better 

footing.

With that thought in mind, this year was a 

different year for festivals, and we’re now 

taking what we’ve experienced and using it 

to continue to improve your experience next 

year. Many have responded positively to the 

clinics, but we’ve also noted the need for 

guidance and training for adjudicators who 

haven’t given clinics in a while. The shift in 

commentary style from being a strict critique 

of the music performed to becoming more of a 

commentary on overall strengths and weak 

areas, with suggestions on how to improve, 

has also been an adjustment in progress. 

Additional training and guidance for our 

adjudicators will be provided prior to our 

next festival season, and we’ll also 

investigate adjudicator options for clinic or 

sight-reading.

Director expectations for what constitutes a 

“superior” performance versus an “excellent” 

one has also been varied. Many directors 

appreciated the flexibility in literature 

choices, and many made excellent decisions 

that benefitted their students! Some went 

about with choices made assuming “business 

as usual”, with mixed results. Conference 

sessions and informational meetings for 

directors will be held next year to provide 

guidance for you in preparing your 

ensembles for the best experience. 

The proliferation of e-print material will 

necessitate us coming up with more 

guidelines to accommodate printing of scores 

and permissions required to help both 

directors and festival hosts know what is 

required. 

The sight-reading material has been re-

evaluated, and new sets are being put 

together. The process for sight reading will 

also be re-examined for the upcoming year.

Festival Adjudication, continued…



Field Adjudication
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Susie Marin

The FASC has been busy working behind the 

scenes to improve SCSBOA Field for 2022. 

The most exciting and significant news is 

SCSBOA is going digital!! We will be 

utilizing Competition Suite for adjudication 

and registration! You will be able to locate all 

your recordings and scores in one convenient 

location. The same goes for registration; we 

will use a common online digital application 

form, you will have the choice to register for 

all your shows at one time. In addition, the 

FASC has been working to increase the 

judging pool and has secured many 

professional and highly sought-after judges 

to take part in SCSBOA Field 2022. You will 

receive commentary at regular season shows 

and at Championships from this cohort of 

highly qualified judges.  Bios and 

qualifications from our judges will be posted 

over the summer at the SCSBOA website.

Although Field 2021 was overloaded with 

many unknowns and challenges we were 

able to take away many good lessons. The 

timing requirement being reduced to a 5-

minute minimum allowed programs to 

accommodate students’ learning capacities 

and focus on producing a quality show. We 

will keep the same timing requirements for 

2022, 5-minute minimum and 11-minute 

maximum.   We will maintain the two-show 

minimum to apply for championships in 2022 

once again.

The judging panel will return to the 

traditional 7-member panel, 2 music 

performance, 2 General Effect, 1 Visual, 1 

auxiliary and 1 percussion. The percussion 

judging sheet is being improved with 

contributions from respected persons in the 

percussion activity. We are seeking more 

qualified persons to join our judging panels, 

please use the online apprentice application, 

this includes band directors, qualified 

auxiliary, percussion, and visual instructors.

The breakdown of numbers for each division 

was reduced in 2021, responses from this 

year’s survey will determine the division 

breakdown once again until we return to 

more stable times.

The tentative Field Tournament Schedule is 

shared below and will be posted on the website 

soon, pending final confirmations. We have 

expanded our shows to include schools in the 

Los Angeles area.

SCSBOA and the FASC are committed to 

supporting our music education community and 

will be hosting a Marching Band Symposium on 

June 4th at Etiwanda High School.  Registration 

will be open soon - this is a free event for 

members. This is a great opportunity to 

reconnect and share & learn from each other. 

I look forward to another great season of the 

Marching Arts in Southern California!

SCSBOA Field Tournament Schedule 2022 
 
 

 
Week 1    
West FT 10/01/22 
Bonita FT 10/01/22 
  
Week 2    
Canyon Springs FT 10/08/22 
Irvine FT 10/08/22 
Palmdale FT 10/08/22 
Rancho Bernardo FT 10/08/22 
Warren FT 10/08/22 
  
Week 3    
Rowland FT 10/15/22 
Bonita Vista FT 10/15/22 
Valencia FT-Placentia 10/15/22 
Royal FT  10/15/22 
Vista FT 10/15/22 
  
  
Mid-Week 3    
Quartz Hill FT 10/18/22 
  
Week 4    
Baldwin Park FT  10/22/22 
Poway FT 10/22/22 
John F Kennedy FT 10/22/22 
Chaffey FT 10/22/22 
West Ranch FT 10/22/22 
Pierce College 10/22/22 
  
Mid-Week 4    
Covina FT 10/26/22 
  
Week 5    
Glen A Wilson FT 10/29/22 
Mt Carmel FT 10/29/22 
Loara FT  10/29/22 
Sierra Vista FT  10/29/22 
Simi Valley FT 10/29/22 
  
Mid-Week 5    
Colony FT 11/1/22 
Rancho Verde FT 11/2/22 
Mayfair FT 11/2/22 
   
 
 

Week 6    
Hart FT 11/5/22 
Centennial FT 11/5/22 
Chino FT 11/5/22 
Los Altos FT 11/5/22 
Lester Oaks FT 11/5/22 
Mira Mesa FT 11/5/22 
   
Mid-Week 6    
West Covina FT 11/08/22 
Shadow Hills FT 11/08/22 
  
Westview FT 11/09/22 
 
South Hills FT 11/10/22 
Canyon Hills FT 11/10/22 
 
Duarte FT 11/11/22 
 John North FT 11/11/22 
Valencia FT-Valencia 11/11/22 
 
Week 7    
Chula Vista FT 11/12/22 
Moorpark FT  11/12/22 
Oxnard FT  11/12/22 
Ramona FT  11/12/22 
Savanna FT  11/12/22 
Rancho Buena Vista 11/12/22  
  
FINALS    
SCSBOA 1A Championships 11/19/22 
SCSBOA 2A Championships 11/19/22 
SCSBOA 3A Championships 11/19/22 
SCSBOA 4A Championships 11/19/22 
SCSBOA 5A Championships 11/19/22 
SCSBOA 6A Championships 11/19/22 
 
LAUSD Championships TBD 
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Amy Villanova

High School Education

.

Now that we have a field season, a parade 

season, a festival season and honor groups 

mostly in the books….I am caught in perhaps 

the same conundrum you are. It is SO 

GREAT to be able to do the jobs we want to 

do, with all the events, activities and 

traditions we use as calendar landmarks 

throughout the year. They may look a little 

different this year, but they are popping back 

on calendars with regularity…it is exciting to 

get back to it, but also, I remember the 

conversations I had with many stellar 

educators about the silver linings of Covid

teaching, where the rat-race STOPPED and 

we had no control over it (good or bad) but, 

we used our time in different ways (also good 

or bad, if I ever see another Google Meet…..) 

As you are probably building next year’s 

calendar now, recall back to those 

conversations about the value of time and 

space, slowing down a little and trying to 

find that elusive life balance. The answer is 

very different for everyone and every 

program, but the question to ponder 

is….Just because we can do pretty much all 

the things again, do we want to/should we do 

all the things again? Is there something that 

can be adjusted to our program’s benefit that 

we can gracefully move through as we 

rebuild future calendars? 

Best wishes as you simultaneously wrap up 

this crazy year, and gear up for the next! 

Congratulations!

Wow! It feels so good to be back to some of 

our wonderful traditions (more on this later!) 

I am absolutely in awe of the team that 

brought 300 students from all parts of 

Southern CA together for two days of 

fantastic musicianship and memory making 

for the SCSBOA High School Honor Groups.

Our guest conductors rode out all our 

pandemic learning adjustments and curated 

a program that was thoughtful, beautiful and 

exciting. Thank you to Sayra Siverson, Dr. 

Vu Nguyen and Dr. Rickey Badua!

Our team of managers created an 

expectation of excellence through their 

environment and instruction and 

demonstrated great care for the students, so 

they felt secure and prepared to play at their 

highest level. Thank you to managers; Albert 

Jeung, Martin Rhees, Martin Fierro, and 

Percussion Managers; Dr. Yuri Inoo, Matt 

Armstrong and Susan Willmering.

Our Board members who attended lent 

support with set up, lunch lines and every 

part of the process, jumping in anywhere 

extra hands could be needed.

Our host site could not have been more 

welcoming. Their facilities crew is truly the 

epitome of front of house and behind the 

scenes professionalism. Thank you to the 

Santa Monica HS directors for helping us get 

started on the right foot, and to Kevin 

Needham for helping on-site throughout the 

weekend.

Thank you to the 24 music educators that 

selected our honor group musicians, all the 

administrative work to assemble student 

information, event logistics, music 

preparation…so many moving pieces, and all 

to serve our brilliant students!!

Thank you to our teachers for encouraging 

your students to participate, thank you to 

our membership for trusting me with this 

project and a HUGE thank you to all who 

were involved in this process! You can view a 

program of all the honor ensembles HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1au2PfU1mQbB4RTOPrlaJgrMpWdn0RuM0/view?usp=sharing
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Joe Dudek

Parade Adjudication

.

We’re in the home stretch for 2021/22!!! “I 

worked harder this year than any year in my 

career” is what I keep hearing from music 

teachers regardless of grade level. But you 

know what? Our students are worth it!!! 

Although I share this sentiment (and fatigue) 

I keep telling myself that all these kids that 

stuck with it through these trying times are 

worth the extra effort. Let’s finish strong, 

rest up in the summer, and look forward to 

the next school year (when we get to do it all 

again).

From the Parade Adjudication side of things, 

here are a few items of interest:

Two SCSBOA adjudicated parades happened 

in March 2022: Laguna Beach Patriot’s Day 

Parade and the San Juan Capistrano 

Swallows Day parade. The Temple City 

Parade has been moved to May 21, 2022.

We are working on the 2022-23 Parade/Band 

Review schedule and hope to have a 

tentative schedule up on the website by the 

end of April or early May.

If you are interested in adding a parade 

march to the MS or HS compulsory list, 

please send a score and recording to 

jdudek@cnusd.k12.ca.us by May 15. If 

approved at the June PAC meeting, it will be 

available to use in competition for the 2022 

Fall marching season.

I hope the end of your school year is 

educational and rewarding!

Congratulations on a fulfilling year!

mailto:jdudek@cnusd.k12.ca.us


Festivals

124/20/2022

.

Scott Domingues

Happy Spring, everyone!

I want to thank all of our Festival hosts for 

hanging in there and staying flexible in order 

to bring in-person Festivals to our students. 

These experiences are one of a kind for our 

kids in many ways. Performing live, in terms 

of learning and development, is an 

irreplaceable piece of being a musician. The 

focus is higher, there are nerves, and 

everything students do will stick with them 

for significantly longer. We all remember 

what that is like as a performer, and I think 

we’ve seen the effects of being away from 

that for the past two years in terms of 

maturity and poise of our younger musicians.

We held 60 (!) events in the span of just over 

four weeks. The vast majority of those were 

large ensembles, with a few Solo/Ensemble 

Festivals as well. This couldn’t have 

happened without the vision and 

determination of all of our members and 

folks willing to put in the hard work and 

energy to host. One of the things that I’ve 

learned by serving on the Board, is that the 

SCSBOA is really just a large collection of 

colleagues trying their best to promote 

learning music in our schools. Doing that 

after a pandemic is challenging to navigate, 

especially with so many of us so exhausted 

both physically and emotionally. 

Congratulations to everyone who put 

anything on stage AT ALL this year. You all 

deserve sweepstakes trophies the size of the 

Arcadia Band Review awards. I wish you all 

the very best conclusion of your year and a 

restful summer.


