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                 Albert Jeung, President 

This newsletter includes the Board election information.   
Please take the time to VOTE in this SCSBOA election.  The 
Board of Directors is your direct voice to the Association and 
the people we elect will be representing all of us.   They are the 
ones who will voice our opinions and enact changes to further 
our Association goals.  
 
Many of you are approaching the final stretch of another school 
year and are looking forward to some much needed rest.  I 
hope you have accomplished what you wanted this school year 

and more.   If you fell short of some of your goals, remember we sometimes 
tend to focus on the things that did not go well instead of focusing on all the 
great things that did.   
 
Relish in all the INCREDIBLE things your students and you accomplished this 
year and look with excited anticipation at all the INCREDIBLE things you plan 
to do together next year.  If you renew yourself and your approach to teacher 
each and every year, you might find that you will always have the excitement, 
enthusiasm, energy, and anxious anticipation of your first year of teaching.   
 
 When people ask how many years I have been teaching, I always tell them that 
I am in the first year of teaching as the teacher I am today! 
 

Let’s GO!!!!!! 



 
                 Naomi Norwick, VP-Elementary/Middle School Education 

Elementary Honor Concert:   Thank you to all the students, 

conductors and managers for such a wonderful Elementary Honor 
Concert.  Carol Ajibabi and Ken Gammie impressed the audience with 

impressive concerts.  Their passion for music inspired the students to 
excel. The crowd filled all the seats.  Thank you to the managers, Rudy 
Silva and Annette Betts.  Each had their lists, seating charts, and 

details organized and at their fingertips at every moment.  I always 
enjoy listening to and watching Wendy Castillo work with her young 
percussionists.  She gets to every rehearsal early, and then has 

everything set up and tuned for her young percussionists.  This year 
was a particularly big set up for percussion.  Thank you to Annette 

Betts, whose students not only helped us by covering percussion and 
tuba parts,  but were helpful to the young students.  We even had a “dad” playing tuba.    
 

Thank you to Albert and the CSUF helpers for all the set up and tear down help.  We      
appreciated being able to use the percussion provided by Yamaha.  Steve Graves was a 

wonderful host for our rehearsals.  We were so appreciative of the ability to use his large 
rehearsal spaces and equipment. During rehearsals we had outstanding coaches, most of 
which work with elementary students on a daily basis. Albert Jeung and president elect, 

Jeanne Christensen worked behind the scenes to provide equipment and most 
importantly, music stands.  Every year we’ve increased the number of musicians in the 
ensembles, however, most years we don’t have enough percussionists nor low brass. 
Those of you who teach sixth graders, please encourage your low brass, tuba, and 

percussion players to audition for the Elementary Honor Groups. Every year the 
conductors would like to program pieces that require more than three students.  

 
Picture Link: Please remind your students and parents that they can find pictures of their 

groups and students through the link to Doug Gifford photography.  Information is 
available on the Honor Groups tab, Elementary honor groups, the  password should be 
SCSBOA012619 

 
For the 2020 Elementary Honor Groups I would assume that the scale sheet will be the 

same.  If you downloaded it, you’ll notice that there are three scales plus a chromatic scale 
which students can continue practicing.  For next year, a new progressive excerpt will need 
to be written.  I would appreciate an email on your students’ experiences in the honor 

groups, sectionals, and auditions.   
 

Elementary Day – I’d like to add a day for elementary 
teachers to meet, share, discuss.  Feel free to send me your 
needs or interests through the SCSBOA website.  

 

 

 

 



 
Mike Gangemi, VP-Jazz Education 

Greetings from the Jazz Corner! 

 
As we are looking toward wrapping up the school year, the SCSBOA 

Board of Directors is already planning for future January conferences.  
While I was very happy with the sessions offered in the Jazz Room, I 
would love YOUR input on what you would like to see for January 

2020.  If there is something you haven’t seen and would like to, or if 
there are suggestions for presenters or sessions you feel would help   
educate the masses, please email me and let me know.  These         

conferences are ultimately for you, so I want to do whatever I can to 
make sure you are getting the most out of the sessions we offer. 

 
I am pleased to announce that the slate of conductors and managers for 2020 was         
approved by the Board of Directors, and they are as follows: 

 
Jazz All Stars (9-12) 

Mike Kamuf, Director (Composer/Educator) 
Dennis Crystal, Manager (Newbury Park HS) 
 

Jazz Ambassadors (9-12) 
Curtis Gaesser, Director (Folsom HS) 
Maurice Limon, Manager (Gladstone HS) 

 
Honor Jazz Band (6-9) 

Brad Davis, Director (Esperanza HS) 
Daniel Cook, Manager (Adolfo Camarillo HS) 
 

The audition requirements and guidelines will be the same for 2020 as they were for 2019.  
We saw an increase in applications for the jazz honor groups, and since that was our      
ultimate goal we are going to keep things the way they were. 

 
I hope you all have a wonderful rest of your school year, and if there is anything I can do 

for you, please feel free to contact me at mgangemi@scsboa.org 

 
 
 

SCSBOA PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 2020 
JANUARY 17-19, 2020 

OC HYATT, GARDEN GROVE CA 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 
 

mailto:mgangemi@scsboa.org


 Jason Marshall, VP-Festivals 

As of this printing, 79 district band and orchestra festivals and 14 solo/

ensemble festivals have taken place.  Congratulations to those of you who 
took the time to prepare your students for these important educational  

experiences and I hope those of you going on to regional festivals have  
truly wonderful performances. I would especially like to thank those      
directors who helped the SCSBOA by organizing and running festivals. As 

a host myself, I know just how hard this job can be. Thank you for your 
outstanding work. 
 

For any directors who are interested in hosting a band & orchestra or solo 
& ensemble festival during the 2020 school year, please go to the SCSBOA website 

(www.scsboa.org) and download the Band & Orchestra Host Manual or the Solo/Ensemble 
Host Manual and complete the Festival Planning Form which is located on the last page of 
both manuals. The manuals are both under the “Festival” menu. Thank you to those of 

you who have already submitted planning forms.  The tentative festival schedule for 2020 
will be released on the SCSBOA website in June.  

 
Finally, I would like to encourage those of you who have attended festivals to please    
complete a Festival Evaluation Form. An evaluation form should have been included with 

your materials after your festival performance. The only way we can continue to meet the 
needs of our membership is through you letting us know what we are doing well and what 
can be approved upon. All feedback is important and shared with festival hosts in an 

anonymous manner when appropriate. Feel free to contact me if you need another copy of 
this evaluation form. 

 
Have a wonderful end of the school year!  

 



 

  

 



 
Pin Chen, VP-String Education 

Congrats on finishing up your festival season! I hope that you and your 

students have made the most of your festival experience by listening to 
the adjudicator comments and going over the written comments and 

scores with the rubric. 

I have found that students can become fatigued with repeated             

listenings to the comments and recordings. After a while, many        
students start to zone out as they listen to multiple recordings of their 
pieces. By the third listening, they are not as interested in hearing the 

adjudicator’s comments. One way to counter this aural fatigue is to 
split students into groups of three, and have each student take notes 

on one specific adjudicator’s comments. Each student will listen to a 
different recording. The students can then share with their other group members their  
findings and compare and contrast what their assigned adjudicators have found. Each 

group of three can submit a Google doc with their combined notes on each piece. This   
process keeps students engaged with the recordings, each other, and also saves the       
students time while still providing them with the feedback information to help them        

improve for the next concert. Bonus: you have ⅔ less to grade! 

Many programs have their pops concerts at the end of the school year. Pops concerts      
often time means a plethora of syncopated rhythms! String students are not as used to 
syncopation, which can make playing genres other than classical tricky to play and tricky 

to teach. While I believe in the importance of music literacy, when it comes to learning pop, 
rock, or jazz, I think a healthy combination of note and rote helps with the learning        
process. Have students sing their parts while fingering and air bowing (or as I like to call it, 

ELBOWing, where students turn their sticks upside down and play into the crease of their 
elbow to maintain proper weight distribution rather than trying to hold their bows up   

without their instruments). 

**We are still seeking string sessions for the 2020 SCSBOA Conference. If you or someone 

you know might want to present a session, please email pchen@scsboa.org, or submit your 

proposal directly at https://www.scsboa.org/conference-session-proposal/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scsboa.org/conference-session-proposal/


 
Brendan McBrien, VP-Festival Adjudication 

Thank you to all the directors and schools that participated in SCSBOA 

festivals this season.  It has been a very full and active time for our   
adjudicators.  Here’s hoping your experience was rewarding and        

educational.  Two years ago, I wrote a newsletter article titled “Teaching 
the Festival Experience” in which I encouraged directors to reflect on 
how as music educators we can help our students navigate some of the 

stress of a festival experience while focusing on growth and                
improvement.  In short, Festival is about learning, not about           
competing.  It always has been and always will be.  If we “compete” it’s 

against a rating system.  Remember that we are the adult in the room, 
and that "more is caught than taught" when it comes to our reactions 

and responses to festival adjudications because that evaluation is a  
direct reflection on us as musicians and teachers.  I think it’s important to remember that 
our groups can so easily “catch” defensive attitudes during this season. Remember to be 

honest with them when reviewing their festival results, but at the same time remain      
professional.  The tone you set will help them more clearly process the information given 

regarding their performance and hopefully provide growth for the next concert experience. 
Even though my final concert of the season is mostly pop music, I remind my students 
that in the wake of festival season, it needs to be the best! 

 
Festival Technicians 
 

In 2017, the SCSBOA Board approved a $20 increase in the festival entry fee to fund the 
addition of Festival Techs to a select number of our festivals that year. I’m happy to report 

that this year only 2 festivals did not have one of our trained Festival Techs helping with 
the supervision of WIFI connectivity, file management, MP3 copying and uploading and 
more. That’s an amazing feat and many thanks to John Vorwald for running the training 

cycles and Amy Mack for scheduling these people for our events. Feedback from festival 
hosts has been glowing, and our hope is the technology parts of your experience were    
better managed, and access to your adjudication files was easy. Next season we look      

forward to 100% of festivals being staffed by these helpful individuals. 

 
 

 
 



 

Encourage Summer Music Growth For Your Students 
 

Have you ever had a student who came back from summer break that 

sounded like a different player, more confident and more advanced? It 
happens, and you can the increase the probability of it happening 
amongst your students. There are three areas to focus on to make this 

dream a reality. First, provide literature and exercises for your students 
to work on. Second, promote private lessons with qualified instructors. 
Finally, advertise music camps and other summer groups for your     

students to participate in. 
 

For many kids, the summer means down time. Not every family has the 
means for daily activities or travel, and as crazy as it sounds, kids can get tired of staring 
at a screen. If you can provide your students with a number of exercises and songs, you 

just might find that some kids come back having them under their fingers. For example, 
consider giving your beginner kids copies of the pieces the intermediate or advanced group 

just performed. For some kids, this is like throwing down the gauntlet and challenging 
their ability level, motivating them to “prove something.” Other kids will be motivated by 
easier pieces or exercises in which the tunes are recognizable. It also doesn’t hurt to give 

out scale or rhythm sheets that you will be teaching at the beginning of the next school 
year. Whatever you do, do something. It can’t hurt. 
 

Next, make a point to share private teacher lists with students and parents as the school 
year winds down. Share the benefits of private lessons with them through email or in    

person at Open House. Some parents are looking for things for their kids to do during the 
dog days of summer and are totally willing to put some money into them. As a middle 
school teacher, I also try to find former students of mine, that might be interested in    

working with my current students over the summer. Sometimes they’ll give free lessons 
and sometimes they’ll charge a small fee. Getting a student to take that first lesson is the 
biggest obstacle. Your little push might be just what they need. 

 
We are fortunate in Southern California to have a number of summer music camps for  

students to attend. I encourage you to promote these camps as best as you can. I know 
that my students who go to camp will come back better players and likely have a ton of fun 
doing so. For students who can’t afford camp but really want to go, consider helping them 

look for scholarships or show them how to create a fundraising webpage. One thing I did to 
help my students play over the summer (and to create some extra income) was to start a 

weekly summer band and orchestra through my city’s park and recreation department. 
You’d be surprised how easy it was. Feel free to email me if you’d like to know 
more.  khamilton@lbschools.net Good luck! 

Kevin Hamilton, VP-Public Information 

mailto:khamilton@lbschools.net


 

Principal Dr. Kim Stephenson from Adolfo       

Camarillo High School has been an advocate for 
the arts, and most notably for our music           

department. In her four years, she hired Daniel 
Cook as the    music director and helped foster a 
change in    culture, focus of the program and 

guided a growth of over 75% in just four years. We 
now have eight      sections of instrumental music, 
as well as a healthy vocal program, Mariachi and 

newly added Digital Music CTE pathway. Our    
department has added an additional Music        

Director in Cameron Guerrero and has done 
somewhere near $180,000 in purchasing of new 
equipment that she help guide through the      

various processes.  
 

Her voice on our behalf has been invaluable and 
her ability to allow a program to develop for the 
benefit of our students, community and school culture is no small feat. Dr. Stephenson 

has kept us included in major decisions, highlighted our program in the service learning 
award that we received from the state and consistently makes sure that we are              
represented. 

 
 

 

Our four years together has been a treat and I will 
never forget her advocacy on behalf of our music   
department and her part in making all of this       

possible. 

SCSBOA “SPOTLIGHT” 



 

The 2018-19 Parade season concluded with our Spring events. It was an 

enjoyable experience to see so many colorful community-oriented events 
from the Temple City Camellia Parade and the Swallow’s Day    Parade. 

Congratulations to the many students and directors who participated in 
these events. The elementary student, sitting in a wagon, wearing his 
full uniform, playing his bass drum in time, while mom pulled him 

down the parade route behind his school band was very memorable 
(Swallows’ Day parade). What a great way to end the Parade season! 

 
Now it is time to start 

planning for next year. I 
am sure the first thing on your mind is 
which march you are going to play for next 

year. Make sure that the march is on the   
Junior and Senior lists on the SCSBOA  

website (www.scsboa.org). If it is in Public 
Domain, make sure to provide written     
verification. It can be found on the bottom of 

the march such as the “President’s Own” 
marches on the Marines Corp website
(https://www.marineband.marines.mil) or a 

music publisher or public domain website
(imslp.org). If you have any questions, 

please send me an email  to                   
crmusik@aol.com.  
 

Here are some additional thoughts regarding picking your band’s march: 
 
· Will this march serve as a good educational tool? 

· Is the march at the appropriate level of difficulty? 
· Does it produce the best sound for the various ensembles of the band? 

· Can we hear all the parts with clarity? 
· Is it a good edition, with uniformed articulations on the score and parts? 
· Is it on the SCSBOA required list? 

· Is it in print? Can I purchase all parts and scores? 
· Do I have adequate rehearsal time and marching space to put it all together? 

· Will it work with the Auxiliary and Drill Team routines? 
· Does this march bring our band’s strengths and minimize it’ s deficiencies? 
 

On March 16, 2019 we had our first Drum Major competition at Glendora High School. We 
had 29 competitors who participated in the Novice, Intermediate and Advanced levels. This 
event was adjudicated by SCSBOA Judges using the same standards and sheets that we 

utilize in Parades and Band Reviews. The feedback from the directors and students was 
very positive and constructive. We plan to have more competitions next year. Many thanks 

to Scott Schwarz and his Glendora High School staff and students for making this event a 
big success.  
 

Curt Richardson, VP-Parade Adjudication 



 

Finally, the Parade Adjudication Committee is here to help, feel free 

to talk to our members and discuss what has worked for their       
various groups.  

 
If you have found a march that is not on the SCSBOA list, you will 
need to have it approved by the Parade Adjudication Committee.  

Please submit a score and a recorded arrangement of the march     
being performed by a band ( please no electronic or computer gener-
ated versions) to me at crmusik@aol.com no later than May 18, 2019 

so they can be approved at the meeting on the 19th. 

Curt Richardson, VP-Parade Adjudication, continued... 

mailto:crmusik@aol.com


 

MENTORSHIP 
 

For this month I would like to share one of the main reasons I believe 

SCSBOA continues to be a leader in quality music education -       
mentorship.  
 

Nine of our HLM Award recipients cite Don Gunderson as one of their 
mentors (more than any other HLM recipient). This is what was read at 
the SCSBOA Awards Presentation in January: 

 
“It is with great pleasure that the SCSBOA Board of Directors,        

Honorary Life Members and members of our Association have decided 
to present a "Special Award" to a couple who have devoted untold hours to the SCSBOA. 
 

Don Gunderson, was a highly successful Band Director at Savanna and Los Altos High 
School. Under his baton these bands were some of California's finest. His role as a Band 

Director and mentor has inspired many. Many of his former students have gone on to    
distinguished careers and been honored to receive Honorary Life Memberships. Don's wife 
Judy served for years as the Executive Secretary of SCSBOA. Judy was awarded the "Gold 

Award" in 2009. She is constantly by his side to serve the Association and humanity. 
 
After retirement, the Gunderson's never slowed down and have given countless hours to 

our Association. Don & Judy along with other colleagues have hosted the annual "Bob 
Greenwell Golf Tournament”. For years they have organized annual camps and student 

leadership workshops that have affected thousands of students lives through their        
leadership. 
 

A few years ago the Gunderson’s founded and organized "The Notables". Notables is a 
group comprised of retired directors who meet two times a year for lunch to reminisce,    
socialize and have fun being together again. 

 
The Award we are presenting to the Gunderson’s is titled "Special 

Recognition for Humanitarian Service to Music Education" Please 
join me in thanking Don and Judy Gunderson for their unselfish, 
never ending devotion to SCSBOA!” 

 
FESTIVALS 
 

Thank you to the directors who hosted festivals and supported SCSBOA through the sale of 
medals and awards. Please take a peek at the process behind the scenes.  

 
It ain’t all glamour! 

Jeri Webb, VP-Awards & Medals 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLRDGWaq56U&feature=youtu.beC:/Users/scsbo/Documents/Avery%20Templates


 

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE EXTENDED 

 

The deadline for students to apply for an 

SCSBOA Scholarship has been extended to 

April 25, 2019!  Please pass this information 

along to your students or children. 

 

The SCSBOA offers two scholarship options: 

 
 

 SCHOLARSHIPS for students of SCSBOA members—this 
is the Honorary Life Member Continuing Education   
Scholarship 

      Open to ANY Senior who will be enrolling as a music       
 major next fall (2019)  Click here for application. 
 
 
 SCHOLARSHIPS for children of SCSBOA members 
    Open to children of SCSBOA members.  Children DO 

 NOT have to be enrolled in music to apply.  Click here 
 for application. 

 

 

SCSBOA SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

https://www.scsboa.org/honorary-life-member-continuing-education-scholarship/
https://www.scsboa.org/scsboa-scholarship/


 

 

SCSBOA FIELD EDUCATION WORKSHOP 



 

ATTENTION!!! 
 

DIRECTORS, JUDGES, INSTRUCTORS 

 
Please plan to be part of the annual SCSBOA 

Field Judge and Director Workshop on        
Saturday, May 18, 2019 

 
Information and the registration link for this free 
event can be found here as well as at the SCSBOA 
website.  (Schedule of sessions to be posted soon!) 

 
This is a wonderful opportunity for you to meet 
and hear incredible music educators, learn “tips & 
tools of the trade,” and get a head start as you   
prepare for the 2019 fall marching season.   
Donuts, coffee, water and lunch are included!   
 
Feel free to contact us with any questions! 
 
Don Jaramillo, VP Field Adjudication  

djmus82@gmail.com 
 
Amy Mack, SCSBOA Chief Judge  
scsboa@gmail.com 
 
 

SCSBOA FIELD EDUCATION WORKSHOP 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFbCVlx_egH2_eZs6AFN_8i7hTwd9IBqe5OeCsqJUxl2_Gtw/viewform
mailto:djmus82@gmail.com
mailto:scsboa@gmail.com


 

It was a pleasure to work with Scott Domingues and Ami Garvin to    

create this year’s slate of officers for the SCSBOA Board of Directors. I 
would also like to thank Susie Marin and Eric Samson for being          

alternates for the committee. During the March 4, 2019 Board meeting, 
the slate was presented. A call for any additional nominations from the 
membership took place from March 18 – 29, 2019 via email. On behalf 

of the Nomination Committee, we would like to thank the members who 
are willing and able to be considered for this year’s elections. 
 

Per the SCSBOA Bylaws, ARTICLE VII: BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Section 
3. Officers shall be elected biennially, for a two-year term, in two          

divisions (we are in the first of the division years):  
 
(a) The first division shall be elected in odd-numbered years and shall include the First 

Vice President, Treasurer and Vice Presidents of: Elementary School Education, Festival 
Adjudication, High School Education, Jazz Education, Orchestra Education, Music 

Lists, and Parade Adjudication  
 
Elections will take place for one week during the time period of May 24, 2019 to May 31, 

2019. The election ballot will be sent via email to the address that you have registered with 
SCSBOA. Please contact Jeanne Christensen, at: jchristensen1@sandi.net if you do not   
receive the Election Buddy email by 10:00 am on May 24, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeanne Christensen, Nominating Committee Parliamentarian 

mailto:jchristensen1@sandi.net


 

                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 SCSBOA Board Election Preview 

First VP School 

Steve Acciani Diamond Bar High School 

Dan Methe Yorba Linda Middle School 

Treasurer School 

James Benanti Redlands High School 

Duane Otani Rancho Bernardo High School 

VP of High School Education School 

Jeffrey de Seriere Duarte School of the Arts 

Amy Villanova Canyon Crest Academy 

VP of Elementary Education School 

Jennifer Jackson Riverside Unified School District 

Naomi Norwick Retired 

Chris Watts Riverside Unified School District 

VP of Festival Adjudication School 

Kevin McKeown Santa Monica High School 

Curt Richardson Retired 

VP of Parade Adjudication School 

Joe Dudek Santiago High School 

Charles Gray Retired 

Eric Mabrey Olympian High School 

VP of Orchestra Education School 

Andy Waldukat Capistrano Valley High School 

Jim Wang Lincoln Middle School 

VP of Music Lists School 

Paul Bluto Shadow Hills High School 

Bincins Garcia Yorba Linda High School 

VP of Jazz Education  

Mike Gangemi Westlake High School 

Stephen Hufford Canyon High School 



 

 
 

Executive Committee: 

Albert Jeung….……….………………………………………………..President 

Dan Methe……….……………………………..…………..First Vice President 

Cathy Olinger………………………………………………………….Secretary 

Duane Otani...…………..………...…………………………………...Treasurer 

Jeanne Christensen…………………………………….………...President-Elect 

  

Vice Presidents: 

Naomi Norwick…..….….……………….Elementary/Middle School Education 

Jason Marshall...………………………………………………………..Festivals 

Brendan McBrien………………………….……………...Festival Adjudication 

  Don Jaramillo….…………..………………………………...Field Adjudication 

Jeanne Christensen.....………...………………………...High School Education 

Mike Gangemi...…………...…………………………………….Jazz Education 

Jeri Webb……..………….……………………………...….Medals and Awards 

Scott Domingues..……………………………….…………………Membership 

      Yeon Choi….….……………….....…..……………...Middle School Education 

Curt Richardson…..…………………..…….……………...Parade Adjudication 

Kevin Hamilton…...………..……………...………………..Public Information 

Pin Chen..............……………………………...…………..Orchestra Education 

Paul Bluto…………………………………………………………...Music Lists 

 

Amy Mack…………………………………………….………..Office Manager 

 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BAND AND ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION 

MUSIC EDUCATORS  
WORKING TOGETHER  

SINCE 1937 

P O BOX 4729 
OCEANSIDE CA  92052-4729 
Email: scsboa@gmail.com 

2018-2019 SCSBOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


