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President
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The start of the school year is here! Many of you have 

already begun and some are nearing the moment when 

students will enter the classroom for the first time. If you are 

new to teaching, I want you to know you have an entire 

association of educators willing to listen or even lend a 

hand. Welcome to a wonderful profession! Teaching means 

we are changing lives. It is one of the most meaningful 

careers in the world. Congratulations to all who are set to 

embark on this journey we call “the school year”.

To the retired SCSBOA members, I hope you enjoy your 

mornings. It’s probably a favorite time of day for you as you 

don’t need to hustle and get to school. Enjoy another year 

and think of the rest of us while savoring your cup of coffee 

or tea. To all of you “experienced” educators, have a great 

year. After the last couple of years, I am excited to begin 

with a group of students who know what it’s like to be on a 

campus, how to set up for rehearsal, and how to interact 

with one another.

Staying, and getting, connected with other professionals is 

important. Typically, we are the only instrumental teacher on 

campus. Belonging to SCSBOA allows you to connect with 

over 1,000 other music educators in Southern CA. To help 

with kicking off the new school year, SCSBOA is having a 

day to reset and restart on Saturday, August 20th at Long 

Beach City College at 9:00 am. We are calling the day, the 

Fall Downbeat. For high school marching band directors 

and judges, there will be a workshop to cover the new 

Competition Suite that will be used this fall. For middle 

school directors and all levels of string educators, there will 

be sessions to get you thinking and starting off your school 

year with a renewed energy. Just gathering together is all 

many of us need.

To current SCSBOA members, reach out to someone new 

in your area and encourage them to attend the Fall 

Downbeat. The event is free for everyone! We have been 

working together since 1937. Let’s keep this legacy of music 

education going strong for another 85 years.

I hope to see many of you on August 20th. Have a great 

start to your school year! 

Jeanne Christensen

Membership

1-2-3-1 “It’s the most.. wonderful time of the year!” 

The highly anticipated school year is now upon us and 

it’s my hope that your sights are set for a healthy, 

wonderful, productive school year.  

When creating your back-to-school things to do list, 

make sure to include “paid SCSBOA membership.” Feel 

the comfort of knowing you belong to an association 

dedicated to helping provide leadership and support to 

music teachers throughout the region. 

Sign up by September 15th to be included in a drawing 

to attend the 2023 SCSBOA Conference for free! The 

conference will be filled with essential sessions designed 

to meet the needs of every music teacher. Plus, there 

will be delicious food (teachers love free food), great 

music ensemble experiences, and warm-hearted 

colleagues waiting to share stories about all things music 

and more! 

Need a mentor? We have an abundance of veteran 

teachers waiting and willing to lend a hand or just listen 

to whatever is driving you crazy. Email me at 

membership@scsboa.org. 

Want to figure out the marching band competitive scene, 

how to start strings, jazz band, etc.? Look no further. Our 

SCSBOA members can offer their experiences to help 

guide you on your journey. There is no need to feel 

isolated when we have members who have “been there 

and done that.” Reach out to any of our Board members 

with concerns and feel welcome to participate in these 

upcoming events: 

• “Fall Downbeat,” August 20th, at Long Beach City 

College  

• “Fall Social at Hangar 24,” September 24th, Irvine 

(details TBA) 

Wishing you all a very happy new school year! 

Darnella Davidson

mailto:membership@scsboa.org
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Duane Otani

We are excited to announce the return of our annual SCSBOA 

Professional Development Conference in 2023! The 

conference will run from January 20, 2023 to January 22, 

2023 at the Hyatt Regency Orange County. You will have the 

opportunity to register for the conference when you renew 

your membership beginning July 1 or any time throughout the 

fall.

New to the conference in 2023, we will be moving the 

membership banquet to the evening. As always, the 

membership banquet is included as part of your conference 

registration fee. In addition, we also plan to offer other meals 

throughout the conference. We have secured a nightly room 

rate of $179 and hope that you will consider joining us for the 

weekend to enjoy the conference sessions and honor 

ensemble performances.

We are aware that the preference of our membership is to 

have a consolidated weekend where the conference and 

honor ensembles occur simultaneously. One of the benefits of 

returning to our pre-pandemic conference format is having all 

honor groups rehearsing and performing under one roof on 

the same weekend. We are optimistic that we will be able to 

make that happen in 2023.

The SCSBOA Board of Directors is composed of volunteer 

music educators just like you. It is our goal to make sure that 

the conference supports and reflects the needs of our 

members in their classrooms Please feel free to email me if 

you ever have any session topics that you would like to see 

presented at the conference.

We look forward to sharing more information about the 2023 

conference over the next few months. Please feel free to 

contact me at 1stvp@scsaboa.org if you have any questions 

about the conference. See you in January 2023!

1st Vice President

mailto:1stvp@scsaboa.org
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Field Adjudication, continued…

Brian Belski

Happy August, everyone. I know you’ve all likely been telling 

your students about the need for sunscreen and hats. I hope 

you’re not forgetting those for yourselves like I did all too often 

over the years. The students can afford a day or two without, 

but you’ll be on the field for many years and sun damage is 

cumulative. I hope to sit with you at the conference and tell 

stories for many years to come. You’re the only you that you 

get, so please remember to take time to take care of yourself.

Since taking office last month, I have been working to build a 

Field Adjudication Steering Committee (FASC) that represents 

the diversity of regions, divisions, roles, backgrounds, and 

perspectives that make the SCSBOA one of the finest music 

education organizations in the country. I am so grateful to 

these folks who have agreed to donate their time to help 

improve the quality of the entire field experience for you and 

your programs. The 2022-2023 FASC members were 

approved last week by the Board and I’m looking forward to 

our first meeting together on August 20 immediately following 

the Field Adjudicator Workshop at Long Beach City College.

The new procedures for show sign-ups and payment will, no 

doubt, require an adjustment period. The FASC and I will be 

communicating often about the adjustments and the input we 

receive from the Association membership. I’m a huge fan of 

Peter Senge and the concept of systems thinking. We will be 

working to see the structure of SCSBOA-adjudicated field 

events as part of a complex system so we can make decisions 

based on the interrelationships within the system. The FASC 

has a wealth of experience as well as some differing views on 

the successes and struggles we’ve had within our system in 

recent years. I believe those divergent thoughts can help 

create positive tension within our group to help move forward 

toward long-lasting and meaningful change for SCSBOA-

adjudicated field events.

I am grateful for the opportunity to support you and your 

marching band students and programs. Please reach out to 

field@scsboa.org if you have questions or observations to 

share.

22-23 Field Adjudication Steering Committee (FASC) Members

First Last School Role Region

Daniel Magallanes Monrovia 1A San Gabriel Valley

Cameron Yassaman Grover Cleveland 2A/Host San Fernando Valley

Brandon Corenman University City 3A San Diego

Anthony Bailey William S. Hart 4A/Host Santa Clarita Valley

Arwen Hernandez Riverside Poly 5A/Host Inland Empire

Kevin McKeown Santa Monica 5A Los Angeles

Eric Samson El Dorado 6A Orange County

Darnella Davidson LAUSD (Ret.) Head Judge Los Angeles

Amy Mack SCSBOA Chief Judge/Aux. San Diego

Pete Sapadin SCSBOA Percussion Inland Empire

Jeanne Christensen Mira Mesa Host San Diego

Brian Belski AUHSD VP, Field Adj. Orange County

mailto:field@scsboa.org
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Updates for the 2022 season:

• Only one score per day can be used toward the 

Championships Qualification Score Grid. If a group earns 

more than one score on a given day, only the highest 

score will count toward the grid.  As with last season the 

grid will be posted in the members only section of the 

SCSBOA website.

• Divisions have been adjusted for this season:

• 1A: 1-35
• 2A: 36-50
• 3A: 51-65
• 4A: 66-80
• 5A: 81-120
• 6A: 121-Up

• All directors must register for Competition Suite; once you 

have created your Competition Suite account you can 

register for shows. Use this link for instructions: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eLNY0ldTmpbbSh-

YgjVot60VM6Oa2cfyvQkl6xmXeBw/edit?usp=sharing

• Entry Fee for each show is $325 payable to SCSBOA, 

through Competition Suite. You may pay online, via credit 

card, or you can choose to invoice your school program. 

Site hosts may charge a separate fee to each entrant to 

help with event startup costs (purchasing food, etc.), 

awards, and potential site use fees. Any separate site fees 

will be collected directly by the site hosts. Registration is 

open and as you register you can view all who have 

registered for that show.

• SCSBOA will continue with a 5 minute minimum and an 11 

minute maximum show timing requirement. This is to 

assist schools that are still recovering from COVID.

Thank you for putting your trust in me as VP of Field. I know 

how much time and resources go into your field bands and it 

is critical to me that I support you and your students as best I 

can. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with questions, ideas, 

etc. Email is great (field@scsboa.org) or in-person at our Fall 

field events is fine with me too. See you all soon down on the 

track.

PLEASE NOTE:  The 

deadline to register 

AND pay for field 

events is September 

15, 2022.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eLNY0ldTmpbbSh-YgjVot60VM6Oa2cfyvQkl6xmXeBw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:field@scsboa.org
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From the Festivals Desk:

Hi colleagues and welcome back to school! We hope to 

publish the spring festivals and solo/ensemble festivals in 

September. Some who have hosted a festival in 2022 haven’t 

returned the festival planning form. Once you confirm your 

date(s) at your sites (and have backup dates) please email 

that form to me asap at festivals@scsboa.org. We would like 

to have a very accurate list and many festivals to choose from! 

Also, we are bringing back sight reading to those hosts who 

would like it. Hosts, please email me if you want to make the 

change asap, otherwise, your festival will have a clinic.

For Performing Groups:

There are two major changes for festivals for 2023.

1. Schools are okay to do just two selections for a rating 

like last year, BUT ONE OF THE SELECTIONS MUST BE 

FROM THE APPROVED SCSBOA LIST OR THE TEXAS UIL 

LIST.

2. Sight Reading will be an option again for festivals. Some 

hosts may change back from clinics. Please check with the 

host school you might use this spring. Again, we will have the 

festival list posted in September.

If you have any questions, please email me, or call/text 562-

212-BAND (2263).

Happy Fall!

Tom Philips

Festivals

mailto:festivals@scsboa.org
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Amy Villanova

High School Education
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TLDR from the Desk of Orchestra Education: Fall 

Downbeat – String Day 2022!

String Day – Saturday, August 20th

Long Beach City College

Session 1: 9am – 10am

Tips & Tricks for Teaching a Successful Beginning 

String Class – Part 1

Presented by Dianna Gray & Elizabeth Rohrs

Session 2: 10:15am – 11:15am

Bass Pedagogy 

Presented by Evan Hillis

*Bring your own bass – some basses will be provided

Lunch: 11:15am – 12pm

*Optional lunch can be ordered from online registration

Session 3: 12pm – 1pm

Orchestra Fireside Chat

Presented by SCSBOA VPs

These sessions are in conjunction with Middle School Day, 

part of SCSBOA’s Fall Downbeat. Like a conference, feel 

free to jump to a different session as it applies to your 

teaching assignment. I hope to see you there!

Happy New Year!!

I hope to see you at this summer’s SCSBOA Fall 

Downbeat event at Long Beach City College on 

Saturday, August 20. There is something for everyone, 

and it is free! There will be Middle School sessions 

geared toward clarinet repair and recruitment and 

retention of your students, and I don’t know about you, 

but as a non-clarinet player, there are still a few mysteries 

I have yet to unravel about that! Just because it is offered 

by our middle school team, does not make it exclusive, 

crash that party! Your high school voice will also be 

helpful in discussions about articulation between 

elementary, middle and high school programs. Also, there 

will be our first in-person String Day in a long while, at the 

same place, at the same time! Tips and tricks to start the 

year, geared toward all levels!! Additionally there is a field 

judge workshop session, but pssst-it is also not an 

exclusive event, you are welcome to attend if you are 

interested in learning more about what the judges are 

looking for in your ensembles, as well as how the new 

judging system works. You may even be interested in 

learning more about becoming a judge, so crash that 

party too! Learning about what the judges see and hear 

might make you see and hear your ensembles in new 

ways too.

It should never feel like our organization has secret 

handshakes or spaces where you are not invited, so 

come peek behind the curtain (even just long enough to 

realize there really is no curtain-our organization is run 

and moved forward by people like you and me) and learn 

more about our organization, which is really YOUR 

organization. If you are looking for another way to get 

more involved, I hope you noted your interest in judging 

our honor group applications. I will be reaching out to past 

and interested judges shortly to finalize our team. If you 

are receiving this newsletter, but haven’t registered your 

2022-23 membership yet, there are opportunities to 

express your interest in many of our different activities 

throughout the year in that membership update form.

Honor Group update: The Audition portal will officially 

open on Oct. 1, but students can see the excerpts, 

required scales and solos on our website. They align with 

CBDA/CODA and auditions will be due the same day.

Wishing you all a wonderful start to the new year!!

String Education

Jim Wang

https://www.scsboa.org/music-workshop/
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Joe Dudek

Parade Adjudication
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Scott Domingues

Welcome Back, SCSBOA Family!

I hope your summer has been filled with much needed 

relaxation and a mental/emotional break from work. After the 

last several years, more than ever we’ve needed time with 

friends and family to help balance the scales of our work and 

life. 

I’m filled with mixed emotions heading into this work year, 

and maybe you are, too? On the one hand, I’m grateful that 

the year should be filled with relative stability compared to 

previous years. Two years ago was chaos, last year was 

uncharted territory, and now it feels like we are all relatively 

clear eyed about what to expect. On the other hand, the 

effects of the pandemic in terms of the disruption to music 

education and the effects on the psyche of our students 

remain in place. 

Through the past few years the number one thing that has 

helped me cope with the roller coaster ride has been the 

support of my friends and colleagues in this organization. 

Mentors have provided wisdom, friends have provided 

support, and many of you have provided inspiration. In a 

world that was defined by isolation for long periods of time, 

our jobs provide a place for people to connect in meaningful 

ways, and the impact of that connection can’t be overstated. 

So too, does this association provide such a place to 

connect. 

I hope that we are able to enjoy time together at events like 

the “Fall Downbeat” or at shared events or casual hangs. Of 

course, the Professional Development Conference in January 

remains our North Star, where we can learn, laugh, and be 

inspired by our honor groups. I hope to see many of you over 

the course of the next year, and I wish you the very best in 

having a happy, balanced, fulfilling year with your students. 

What’s new on the ’22 

Parade Scene?!?

SCSBOA PARADE DAY 

2022 is happening soon!!!

*Mark your calendar: Saturday September 10th at

Santiago HS in Corona. We will have Drum major

sessions, hands on drum major clinics for students,

Auxiliary sessions, adjudicator and director sessions, an

apprentice session for those interested in becoming a

parade adjudicator, and more! Free to all who attend;

SCSBOA will reimburse mileage for active adjudicators.

*The Parade Adjudication Committee has approved 2 

new marches to the compulsory march list: Liberty Fleet

by King Karl King, arr. by Swearingen to the MS parade 

list and The Loyal Legion by John Philip Sousa arr. J. D. 

Becker to the HS parade list.

* The Parade Adjudication Committee has voted to 

continue (for another year) the music list 

accommodations put in place last year: High School 

parade bands may play a march from the MS list; middle 

school and Jr. high school parade bands may play any 

march, regardless of whether it is on the list or not.

*Rule Clarification regarding repeats:

A penalty will not be given to a group performing a march 

as laid out in the score submitted. If a repeat and 1st/2nd

ending appears in the score, the second ending must be 

taken (the first time), thus omitting the repeat. Bands are 

encouraged to omit an “obvious repeat” of a first or 

second strain (ex. Stars and Stripes Forever 2nd strain 

{16 measures}) even if it IS written out in the score 

without a 1st/2nd ending. The Bottom Line Is This: IF 

YOU ARE UNSURE OR STILL CONFUSED, PLEASE 

CONTACT ANY PARADE HEAD JUDGE PRIOR TO 

YOUR PARADE OR BAND REVIEW. There is a reason 

for this rule. An adjudicator should be able to hear ALL 

sections of the march before the band exits the 

competition zone; with multiple repeats, it is unlikely to 

occur.

COME JOIN A PARADE NEAR YOU! Don’t want to play 

a march? Ask your parade host to join the “Show Band” 

class. Get your kids out there and PERFORM!

.
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Festival Adjudication, continued…

Steve Graves

Where did our summer go? Does it seem like May was just a 

blink of an eye away? Don’t get caught in the trap so many of 

us have (all of us, I’m sure, at some time or another) of finding 

yourself at the end of January trying to make your band fit into 

festival literature that’s not quite where they’re at. It starts now. 

And it doesn’t start with looking at grade levels of pieces, 

titles, or music lists. It starts with determining what you want 

your band’s festival experience to be. What do you hope for 

them to gain personally and musically? What would you as a 

music educator like to get from both the process and the 

culminating event?

I’m going to go out on a limb here and offer this perspective: 

Don’t treat this as a test. The term “musical performance 

assessment” is often bandied around as if it will make what 

we do more valuable on a global education market, but if the 

experience is really treated that way it runs the danger of 

lessening what we do by throwing it into the heap of all the 

other [failing] assessment tools out there that our students are 

already run through.

Historically, there was a time when concert bands frequently 

competed together. Granted, much of this was propagated by 

instrument manufacturers, but it has been perpetuated by 

band directors. This was before the behemoth of the field 

band competition scene we have today, yet the sentiment of it 

remains in many programs. Now that many our students are 

pushed through the grind of developing a competitive program 

in the Fall, can we find a way to put that same drive and 

energy into just making great music, learning through, and 

enjoying the process, and celebrating the performance? 

Consider this:

Who is the rating for? For you, it should provide a 

benchmark for your ability to lead an ensemble through this 

process in a strictly musical manner, and for your students it 

may provide them with a snapshot indication of where they 

are in their achievement based on similar ensembles.

Who are the comments for? While this may vary greatly

depending on the performance, it is my hope that the 

comments will offer both you and your students both 

affirmation of musical success and provide some insight and 

possible solutions to solving performance issues in future

performances. For some, this may seem like a paradigm shift, 

but I believe it is the most useful purpose of our recorded 

commentary.

What these two elements should not define is your 

experience for the day! Can you make this day a musical 

celebration of what your students? An event not to be feared 

but a day to be remembered forever as enjoyable, fun, 

rewarding, culture building, and positive? Build your 

experience by including other elements in the day – listening 

to other ensembles, bonding time over food or snacks, a 

concert prior to the festival to share the music with your 

school community, etc. This is beyond the control of any 

adjudication panel and starts with how you plan your program 

goals right now. Consider your musical and social goals for 

your program and develop your curriculum to support both, 

allowing for realistic growth and allowing extra time for the 

things that always seem to pop up to slow us down. Put the 

“Festive” back in your festival day by starting your planning 

now!

Additionally, consider putting yourself into the shoes of an 

adjudicator for a day or two. Imagine the insight you’ll gain 

after watching 12-20 band performances in one day. The 

“Wow, we should do that!”, or “I’m never going to do let that

happen!” moments are true growth experiences that will help 

you become a better band director. Whether on Field or at 

Festival, there are events that will allow you to enter this field 

and take part in the peer adjudication process that we can all 

grow from. One is the field adjudicator session on August 20, 

and the other will be two festival sessions at the January 

conference.

Our strength as an association is our shared experience, and 

every Board member is here to help you. I’m always available 

by email, a phone call, Facebook message, courier pigeon –

whatever – to help answer your questions or offer 

suggestions.


