
 

 

SCSBOA  
WELCOME BACK!! NEWSLETTER 

 
The SCSBOA Newsletter is published by the Southern California School Band & 

 Orchestra Association, a California non-profit 501 ©(3) organization.  
 

            Albert Jeung-President 

Dear SCSBOA Members, 
 
I hope you have had a restful summer and you are recharged for the coming year.   I know 
some of you are on a year-round schedule, but hopefully all of you had some quality time to 
relax and spend with family and friends.  Time off from teaching can give us all an               
opportunity to reflect and be thankful for being fortunate enough to be involved with music 
education.  How many times have different subject teachers told you how lucky you are to 
teach music and how wonderful the music students are?  We get to teach what we love:  
MUSIC! 

 
This summer, I was reflecting with an old friend of mine as we rode bikes around Big Bear Lake (he is an auto 
shop teacher that started teaching with me 25 years ago and we are still at the same school!!) and as we looked 
out at the gorgeous clear blue lake and smelled the clean mountain air, we both reflected at how fortunate and 
blessed we have been in life and to be in the life we are as educators.  We talked about how so many obstacles 
and other happenings could have brought us to a different path in life, but here we are.  We are each living a life 
better than each of us could have imagined, and we need to give thanks for every single day.   I hope all of you 
take time to reflect on the INCREDIBLE and IMPORTANT LIFE it is to be a music educator. 
 
I am very excited as I start my second term as the President of the SCSBOA.   I still plan to continue to “make my 
rounds” to all areas of our Association, and make sure I am knowledgeable in your needs, concerns, and       
comments.  I am still constantly amazed at how much our Association and Membership does for all the      
countless music students and their families/friends.   
 
This Association is here to serve and support you and your students, and assist you in your quest to provide the 
very finest music education possible.   
 
For those of you just starting another school year, I say to you as I say to all my students the first day of school,  

 
 
 
 

“Let’s get the party started!” 

 
 
 

 



 

As our summer concludes, many of you are looking over new selections of music, preparing for 
auditions and creating new and innovative lesson plans for the coming school year. Several of you 
have emailed or let a Board member know what sessions you would like to see at our Conference 
that would directly benefit you as an educator and the students you teach. As a SCSBOA Board, 
we have worked diligently on producing an outstanding array of educational sessions for the    
annual Conference  to be held  January 2018. 

To start with, there will be two packed days of invigorating sessions, honor group  rehearsals and 
learning/growth opportunities. On Friday evening (January 26) located at the OC Hyatt, our      
keynote address will be given by world renowned trumpeter, Doc Severinsen followed by a       
concert by the High School Honor Jazz Groups.   

You will definitely want to partake in these activities! 

As mentioned above, both Friday and Saturday are filled with educational sessions that include two full days of          
pedagogy, applying technology, leadership opportunities, selecting literature, preparing your group for  festival and a 
track built just for our college students. There are so many wonderful sessions that I am  extremely excited about this 
year’s schedule!  Take a look for yourself at www.scsboa.org and click on the Conference tab.  Of course, don’t forget 
about our annual luncheon and awards festivities!   In addition to the fantastic Conference, you once again have the 
opportunity to attend NAMM.  SCSBOA members who attend the Conference and register/pay for their NAMM badge 
by November 15, 2017 will receive a four-day educator pass to the NAMM conference in addition to our annual  
SCSBOA Conference.  With the information at hand, schedule the annual  SCSBOA Conference (Thursday, January 25 – 
Sunday, January 28) in your calendars.  You will not want to miss any part of this event!   Highlights are below: 

 

 

Dan Methe,  1st Vice-President 

 Thursday, January 25, 2018 
Visit NAMM (Additional registration fee) 

 Friday, January 26, 2018 
Conference sessions galore 
Jazz honor groups and HS honor groups rehearse 
Live interview with Colonel Arnald Gabriel in the Royal Ballroom 
Keynote Speaker Doc Severinsen in the Grand Ballroom 
Honor Jazz Concert in the Grand Ballroom 

Visit NAMM! 

 Saturday, January 27, 2018 
Conference Materials available at the OC Hyatt 
$8 parking in designated lots (Conference Only) 
Conference Program 
SCSBOA Conference & Luncheon at the OC Hyatt Royal Ballroom 
SCSBOA Honor Jazz Performances on various NAMM stages at the Anaheim Convention Center 
MS and HS Honor groups rehearse 
Conducting seminar with Frank Ticheli 
Elementary Honor Groups concert in Royal Ballroom 

Visit NAMM! 

 Sunday, January 28, 2018 
SCSBOA MS and HS Honor Groups Concert at  Musco Center, Chapman University 
NAMM Education Days at the Anaheim Convention Center 

Visit NAMM! 
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Pin Chen, VP-String Education 

I’d like to begin by thanking the SCSBOA membership for putting your confidence in me to serve 
as VP of String Education for the next two years. Having grown up in Southern California and 
spent my entire career here thus far, I know the strength of the SCSBOA as an organization and 
how dedicated its members are to providing the best music education possible for our students. 
It is an honor to be given the opportunity to give back. 
 
We live in a time where finding information is just an electronic device away. Thanks to Yeon 
Choi, my predecessor, we have an ongoing online resource that everyone can  access. Luckily, 
our newsletters are electronic now, so go ahead and click on the link  below! 
 
SCSBOA String Education Google Drive: 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2IzXRuqLUxhMkl2bmhSclNORms?usp=sharing 
 
The folder is view-only for everyone who would like to peruse. 
 
Do you have any string-specific questions? Email them to me, and I will add them to the “Member Questions” file in the 
folder or provide additional resources in the Drive. 
 
If you are a strings specialist and can help answer member questions, WE NEED YOU! Please send me an email with the 
email address you use to access Google Drive. I’ll adjust the permissions, and you’ll then be able to type your answers 
directly into the “Member Questions” document. Yes, we are  crowdsourcing...because why just pick my brain when 
you can pick multiple brains at the same time?? 
 
Keep an eye out for details regarding this year’s String Day!  It will once again be at Arcadia High School on a Saturday. 
This year, we will be doing a reading session to wrap up the event. 
 

Good luck with your preparations for the beginning of the school year! Hopefully I’ll see you at String Day!  
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 Becky Othmer , VP–Public Information 

Welcome back! I hope that the summer brought you much needed rest and time with  
family and friends. I am always surprised at the speed of summer – it starts off seemingly 
slow and before you know it, you are receiving “Welcome Back” notices from newsletters.  
For me the summer was a time of many “firsts”.  Some of those “firsts”   include sending 
my daughter to summer music camp for the first time and purchasing a home.  After the 
craziness better known as escrow, I look forward to the routine of the school year to start.  

The 2017-18 school year is my 16th year teaching and I am looking forward to what the 
year holds.  This year, the office of Public Information is creating a committee, which is 
seeking articles from you, the members of SCSBOA.  The goal for these articles is to help 

us grow as music educators.  Articles will be submitted online and the committee will review and publish as 
they see fit.       Approved member articles will be published to one or multiple formats (website, newsletter       
article,        Facebook, and/or E-blast).  When the committee is ready to start approving articles, we will notify 
you via        E-blast as to how you can submit!  Public Information will also continue to monitor legislature 
changes that affect music and/or VAPA (Visual and Performing Arts).  As changes which influence our          
profession are made, you will be notified of the changes either by email blast, newsletter article and/or 
through the website.   

Lastly, as we start into a new school year, many of us will sit through meetings in which “new and exciting” 
teaching techniques will be discussed. As we start the new year, we must continue to advocate for our       
programs.  2017-18 will no doubt be an exciting school year and I hope you and your program thrive! 

 



 

 The 2017 marching season is almost upon us. If you are not in band camp, you soon 
will be. As we lament the final days of our summer break, let's keep in mind these 
reminders: 
 
1. Students need to stay hydrated during band camp. An occasional "gush and go" 
does not properly hydrate a teenager. There also needs to be time to relax and get 
out of the sun at least once a hour.  
 
2. Monitor your staff members, especially the young ones, who may not yet be 
aware of our field rules and regulations. This is especially important with pit           
instructors. Make sure all of the electronic sounds are created "one note, one stroke.” 
 
3. Double check your tournament entries. Some tournaments are already full, so do not assume that you 
have been added to the list unless you have received confirmation from the host. 
 
4. Finally, in an age when teenagers can receive immediate feedback and satisfaction from an electronic 
gadget, seek out and implement ways to make being part of your marching band more fun than staring at 
their phone! 
 
REMINDER: 
Adjudicator Education Seminar - August 19, Warren HS, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
 
SCSBOA adjudicators and tabulators must plan to attend our annual seminar on August 19. The schedule on 
the website and subsequent emails will help you plan your arrival and departure time corresponding with 
your captions.  
 
 

 
 

Pete Jackson, VP-Field Adjudication 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2IzXRuqLUxhMkl2bmhSclNORms


 

I have had the pleasure of speaking with many Directors about Parade Band and Music  Education 

in Southern California. Without exception, these directors state that they are vitally interested in 

the educational experience their students are receiving. They understand the fundamental im-

portance of a well-rounded program and are ready and willing to go the extra mile to offer their 

students the best musical education possible. Part of going the extra mile is receiving the             

additional training necessary to offer our students the very best that they deserve from us. 

Each year Southern California School Band and Orchestra Association offers continuing education 

for Parade Adjudicators, Directors and students. The Parade sessions are running simultaneously 

with the Beginning and Developing Teacher Workshop.  Please accept this invitation to join us for on Saturday,        

September 9, 2017 at: 

Cerritos College                                                                                                             

11110 Alondra Blvd                                                                                                           

Norwalk, California 

 Hands on session for Parade Tabulators and Head Judges. A hands on discussion of the tabulation process. This will 

include use of the new recap program, and review of tabulation procedures.                                                                

Clinicians: John Vorwald, Sophia Gray 

 Drum Major Panel- A panel discussion with Drum Major adjudicators on the key points of the Drum Major sheet 

and what judges look for in the parade routines. Directors are invited to bring students with equipment. Clipboard 

& writing utensils needed.                                                                                                                                                         

Clinician: Kim Kruger 

 Key Essentials for the Showmanship Judge-An audio visual session that will pick out the main areas of emphasis for 

the showmanship judge. Clipboard & writing utensils needed.                                                                                           

Clinicians: Amy Mack, Curt Richardson, Zig Kanstul 

 Auxiliary/Drill Team Session-An interactive audio session designed to help Auxiliary and Drill Team adjudicators 

calibrate their scores on various captions of the Auxiliary sheet. Clipboard & writing utensils needed.                                                                                                                                                      

Clinicians: Amy Mack & Linda Bergslien 

From a personal viewpoint, I am absolutely convinced that attending sessions and conferences in the Fall and Winter 

helped me to become a better Instrumental Music Teacher. We all had to start somewhere and I know very few      

Directors who would want to relive their first few years in the Instrumental Music Classroom. If you are in your final 

year of College, first couple years of teaching, or a Veteran Teacher you should join us for this event. It will provide you 

an opportunity to mingle with a multitude of Directors and adjudicators and learn the “Tricks of the Trade.”  

Camaraderie, education and the love of music are the components that will make SCSBOA’s “Parade Session” a       

success.  This training is provided to update and sharpen your adjudication skills, and keep you up to date on the latest 

changes. We just need one more thing YOU!  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Curt Richardson, VP-Parade Adjudication  



 
Jeanne Christensen-VP-High School Honor Groups 

Welcome to the 2017 - 2018 school year! It is a pleasure and honor to serve as your VP of 

High School Honor Groups for the next two years. I would like to thank Steve Acciani for 

doing an outstanding job as VP and the many managers for all of their support. It takes a 

team of people to support our students during the audition process through to the     

wonderful performances at the Honor Concert.  

The support of students auditioning for the Honor Groups begins with you. As you are 

currently settling in to the weekly routine of rehearsals, sectionals, football games, and 

performances, an idea to promote students participation in the SCSBOA Honor Groups is to visibly post the 

information about the 2018 All-Southern Honor Groups in a location students look every day in your      

classroom. Items to list for your students are: 1.) The application deadline 2.) The location of the audition    

music – which can be found on www.scsboa.org  3.) The dates of the live auditions and their locations 4.) 

The dates of the rehearsals and concert in January 2018. (All of this information is listed below and on the 

website.)  There was a great suggestion by one of our members to create an informational poster or flyer for 

the honor groups. We are working on a flyer you can print out and post in your room or even make copies 

to hand out to your students. 

Here's some of the important information about the 2018 High School Honor Groups: 

 2018 HSHG application deadline: November 3, 2017. Students MUST apply online and pay using a credit 

card. 

 Auditions: Saturday, December 9, 2017 at Tesoro HS and Sunday, December 10, 2017 at Hoover HS in 

Glendale 

 Rehearsals: Friday, January 26, 2018 from 8:30am - 4:30pm / Saturday, January 27, 2018 from 1:00pm - 

9:00pm / Rehearsals will be held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Orange County 

 High School Honor Concert: Concert to begin at 5:30pm on Sunday, January 28, 2018 at Musco            

Performing Arts Center/Chapman University (approx. 10 minutes from the Hyatt Regency) 

I am pleased to announce this year's High School Honor Conductors:  

 Orchestra - Daniel Wachs, Chapman University 

 Wind Ensemble - Dr. Eric Hammer, University of the Pacific 

 Symphonic Band - Tony Cason, Pepperdine University  

The next newsletter will include more details about the auditions, weekend rehearsals, and concert. Feel 

free to contact me if you have any questions: jchristensen1@sandi.net 
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Back to School Already? 

As we prepare for that first day of the new school year, it is easy for us to complain about a   
number of things.  From the colossal amounts of unfinished business at school to summer being 
over and not finishing the ‘home’ project list.  Juggling our time between   family, friends,        
professional responsibilities, deadlines, invoices there always will seem to be something to     
criticize.  However, I challenge you to reflect on all the reasons for why we are in education.  
Where else can one close the books in June and begin ‘new’ in   September, if you choose to?    

You may not recognize it today, tomorrow or even in your last year of teaching, but the influence 
you have in your classroom and the interactions with those students can provide a foundation 

and open a world of opportunity for their future.  

So ready or not, here we go (again . . .) 

PERSONAL TO DO LIST 

 Prepare your personal calendar with a balance of professional, family and friend time 

 Renew and/or become a member of a professional organization like SCSBOA – Membership is open and available 
NOW 

 Request to attend a professional conference now! You will be surprised to find out that your district has funding to 
release for a professional growth SCSBOA Conference January 26-27, 2018 and middle/high school honor concerts 
on January 28, 2018 

 Complete your opening day student welcome packets.  Include extended musical opportunities and dates 

Take Note  

 Time to renew your personal SCSBOA membership for the 2017 – 2018 Fiscal school year so your students may 
apply for the honor groups.  Available NOW at the SCSBOA website 

 2018 SCSBOA Middle School & High School Honor Group Audition Scales and Excerpts and Applications available 
on line NOW 

 August 1, 2017     All Honor Group on line Applications AVAILABLE  

 October 27, 2017  Middle School Honor Group on line Applications CLOSE 

 December 2, 2017    Elementary & Middle School Honor Band & Orchestra Auditions @ Niguel Hills Middle School, 
Laguna Niguel 

 December 2, 2017     Middle School & High School Jazz Auditions @ Dana Hills HS, Dana Point, CA 

 December 3, 2017     Middle School Honor Band & Orchestra Auditions @ Suzanne Middle School 

 December 3, 2017      Middle School & High School Jazz Auditions @ Suzanne Middle School  

 January 20 & January 21, 2018     Middle School Rehearsals 9AM – 4 PM (site TBD) 

 January 27, 2018     Middle School Rehearsals 8AM – Noon Hyatt Conference Center 

 Sunday, January 28, 2018     Middle & High School Band and Orchestra Honor Group Concerts at Musco Center for 
the Arts @ Chapman University     

Cathy Olinger, VP-Middle School Honor Groups 



 
Cathy Olinger, VP-Middle School Honor Groups, continued... 

I look forward to what’s in store for the 2017 – 18 SCSBOA Middle School Honor Groups year under the    
direction of maestros; 

Andy Magana, Honor Band 
Michael Danielson, String Orchestra 

Jack Taylor, Full Orchestra 
 
The honor groups take a village to run. PLEASE let me know if you would like to be a part of planning,        
auditioning, running sectionals or hosting.  Remember, it is easy to criticize.   Make a difference! 
 

Welcome back to the new school year! 
 
I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer and had a chance to experience something 
interesting, inspirational and educational that you can share with students. The whole 
point of this professional organization is to positively effect kids through music in the 
school system here in Southern California. That effect starts with how we initially      
connect with our students. Before getting to classroom procedures or your first Bb, 
share your stories of the road and what you’ve seen and done since you last saw your 
returning students or set up a little bit about yourself with your new students. I know 
that classroom time is valuable, but the kids came to the class because they love music 
and they’re interested in you and what you have to share with them! 
 
I wanted to share a quick nuts and bolts reminder that your 2016-2017 membership HAS EXPIRED. We are 
currently in our opening of the year membership drive. Be sure to sign up now so you get more mileage out 
of your membership for the year. Have a great year!  
 
 
 

Scott Domingues, VP-Membership 



 
Neil Anderson, VP-Awards & Medals/Education Representative 

Welcome back to another year!!  

Before we know it, the holidays will be rolling around and the SCSBOA Conference is 

right around the corner after that.  I do hope that you will take the time to register for 

the annual SCSBOA Conference, held in January at the Hyatt Regency Garden Grove. 

This is a tremendous opportunity to reconnect with colleagues and rejuvenate the  

professional battery.   

One of my favorite moments of the conference is the luncheon. No, not just because 

of the food, but the opportunity to celebrate our own and recognize those individuals 

who have made significant contributions to our activity.  To make that happen though, we need your help!  

Soon, (and notification to be sent via eBlast), you will have the opportunity to nominate your peers and   

colleagues for annual awards presented by the SCSBOA.  We will also have our Booster Award, where we 

recognize outstanding Booster parents that are nominated by you!!  Tons of exciting things on the horizon 

for the SCSBOA and I look forward to sharing them with you in the near future. As always, if you have     

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at  nanderson@scsboa.org 

New backpacks, new pencils, new shoes, new notebooks, new clothes, new class rosters and new              

opportunities to impact the lives of your students.  August (for most of us), marks the start of “new” year. 

And with that, comes the responsibilities to ensure we are prepared to provide students with the best music 

education possible.   

As you head into this year, what is your focus, what are your goals and what do you wish for your students?  

What is it that your students wish of you? Maybe your goal is dive deeper into music and understand that 

music education is not always about the performance. Maybe your goal is to finally get your students to   

understand the whole step – half step relationship in a natural minor scale.  No matter what the pedagogical 

goal is, our overarching goal is that we should want to get kids excited about music!!  New research shows 

that 4 out of every 10 secondary (MS / HS) music teachers do not finish their first year of teaching.  Of the 

remaining 60%, the average career span is slightly under 6 full complete years.  These are staggering      

numbers! So how does that equate to us in the classroom?  Easy…we need to get kids excited about the true 

viability of teaching music as a career!  It also shows us that we as a profession need to provide more   

meaningful support systems to teachers, no matter at what stage in their careers to avoid burnout. To that 

end, the SCSBOA and Beyond The Podium are working to provide some amazing opportunities!!  

ADVOCACY: The membership has been asking for advocacy resources.  Well…they are here!! In a          

partnership with Be Part Of The Music – an initiative whose goal is to enroll 1 Million students in music     

education, we are pleased to provide letters, statistics, and videos to you, our members!!  All you have to do 

is log on to your membership dashboard – click Education – click Advocacy and enjoy this amazing bank of 

resources!!   
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BEGINNING / DEVELOPING TEACHER WORKSHOP – Saturday, September 9, 2017: It is not too late to       
register for our 2017 Beginning and Developing Teacher Workshop. Although geared for teachers in years     
1-5 of their career, along with students finishing up at University, this workshop is open to anyone! Richard 
Saucedo will be one of our presenters, along with Rick Ghinelli from Conn-Selmer and Dr. David Betancourt 
from Cerritos College.  This event is co-sponsored by the Conn-Selmer Division of Education.  Registration 
deadline is August 18, 2017. 

To register and find out more information, click the link:  https://goo.gl/forms/6Ldt3ZoN99lt28oK2 

DOUBLE REED DAY – Saturday, February 24, 2018:  One of the challenges teachers face at any age is how to 
start or switch students to double reeds. We are devoting an entire day to this topic, with guest clinicians. 
This day will be a hands-on opportunity to play both oboe and bassoon, and learn some tips and tricks to 
take back to your room and implement immediately!!  This event will run from 9:00am-3:00pm at the       
Museum of Making Music in Carlsbad, California! Registration will start in September. 

JAZZ DAY – Sunday, March 18, 2018:  Want to improve your jazz program and have the ability to connect 
with other jazz educators, ask questions and walk away with tools you can use right away?  If so, then plan 
on joining us for our Jazz Day on Sunday, March 18, 2018 at Westlake High School!! More information will be 
coming soon! 

There is MUCH, MUCH more in the works with Beyond The Podium and we are excited to bring you those 
events in the near future!! For now, as you head back to your rehearsal rooms, no longer think about just 
“WHAT” you want to accomplish with your students this year, but also think about “WHY” you are asking 
them to do it. It makes a difference, just take a look: https://youtu.be/LZe5y2D60YU 

As always, if you have any questions about events we are holding, please do not hesitate to reach out and 
email me at nanderson@scsboa.org 

 

CONFERENCE HOTEL ROOMS  

The SCSBOA is pleased to offer a limited number of rooms to the     
membership for the 2018 SCSBOA Conference.  

These rooms will sell out fast and are available to us at a discounted 
rate. We will do our best to secure additional rooms, but cannot do so 
until this block has sold out.  These are first-come, first-served so act 
fast! 

Go to www.SCSBOA.org and click on the Conference tab for more          
information! 

Neil Anderson, VP-Awards & Medals/Education Representative...continued 
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Jason Marshall, VP-Festivals 

Welcome Back Colleagues!  

WOW, where did the summer go?  I know like myself, many of you are just now 

starting band camp and the last thing on all of our minds is Festival.  Never the less, 

planning for taking our groups to an adjudicated festival starts early! 

To facilitate your advance planning, you can now find the tentative Band & Orchestra 

and Solo & Ensemble Festival schedule on the SCSBOA website. Please be aware that 

the SCSBOA Board of Directors has approved a $20 increase in the Band & Orchestra 

festival entry fee that will take effect starting this school year. The cost for an SCSBOA 

Band & Orchestra Festival will now be: 

 With sight-reading OR with clinic $180.00 

 With sight-reading AND clinic  $195.00 

These additional funds will be used to pay for several exciting enhancements that will be coming soon to our 

festivals. 

Festival Hosts who have not turned in their planning forms will notice that their events are not listed on the 

website. If you have not already done so, please submit your planning form to me as quickly as possible so 

you can be added to the tentative schedule. Those who have completed their planning forms will be         

receiving an email from me with their contract as well as the Festival Host Manual this month. Please have 

all contracts returned to me by October 1, 2017.  At the October Board meeting the final schedule will be 

presented based only upon the contracts that have been returned. If you have not submitted your planning 

form and contract by October 1st you will not be presented for final approval and will risk not being able to 

host your festival this year. 

I sincerely appreciate all of you who take the time to host festivals. It takes hours upon hours of preparation 

that go largely unnoticed unless there is a glitch! If you have questions or concerns regarding the scheduling 

of your festival, please do not hesitate to contact me at jmarshall@hartdistrict.org. 

 

file:///C:/Users/scsbo/Documents/Avery Templates


 Beginning & Developing Teacher Workshop 



 Mike Gangemi, VP-Jazz Education 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 School Year!   
 
I’d like to begin by thanking the membership for taking a chance on me as your VP of 
Jazz Education.  I have HUGE shoes to fill and would like to thank those who preceded 
me in this position.  I was very fortunate to have worked with Dan Methe, Melissa  
Palmer, and Justin Padilla over the last decade, and I’m excited to continue to bring 
their visions to the forefront, while adding a touch of my own in the process.   
 
We have some incredible conductors and managers lined up for 2018, and we are    
looking forward to having them working with our students. 

 
High School Jazz All Stars: 
Eric Richards – Director (Composer; Director of Jazz Studies, Sheridan College of Wyoming) 
Dennis Crystal – Manager (Newbury Park High School) 
 
High School Honor Jazz Band: 
James Rocillo – Director (Riverside City College) 
Maurice Limon – Manager (Workman High School) 
 
Junior High School Jazz All Stars: 
Chris Stevens – Director (Long Beach Poly High School) 
Daniel Cook – Manager (Adolfo Camarillo High School) 
 
All jazz requirements are posted online, as are the audition dates and locations.  Please note that there will be 
a new application process this year, so please allow time to navigate through it, as late applications will not be 
accepted.   
 
Jazz Festival hosts were sent an invitation to edit a Google Doc from Justin Padilla before his term concluded, 
which allowed them to edit their information to make sure we have the most current information and dates 
for festivals.  If you are planning on hosting and haven’t made sure your info is correct, please do so.  If you 
weren’t given access or cannot edit the doc, I will be happy to do it for you.  Just send me a note and I’ll take 
care of it. 
 
We have a lot of wonderful conference sessions planned for January.  Please take a look at the schedule   
posted on the SCSBOA website for that information.  There should be a little something for everyone.  We 
hope to see you at the conference in January. 
 
Lastly, please know that the SCSBOA Board is here for YOU.  If there is anything I can do for you in the area of 
jazz education (recommending literature, recommending clinicians, really anything!), please don’t hesitate to 
ask.  I can be reached at mgangemi@scsboa.org 
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Hello SCSBOA Membership! 
 
Welcome back to another exciting school year of educating Sothern California’s young 
musicians! I would like to begin my first newsletter article by thanking the membership 
for entrusting me with the Music Lists office for the next two years. It truly is an honor 
to serve this organization that does so much to support music education in Southern 
California.  
 
I’d also like to thank Joe Dudek, the outgoing V.P. of Music Lists, for all that he has 
done to further this office over the past four years. It is my initial goal to continue the 
work Joe has begun, and to complete his projects that are in progress. Primary among 
these is the construction and completion of a third working set of festival sight reading music. During my    
previous term in this office, 2009-1013, I composed a new set of sight reading music with the help of the    
Music Literature Committee. During Joe Dudek’s term, 2013-2017, a second new set was composed and put 
into use. Both new sight reading sets used the Texas state sight reading library as a genesis for the band sight 
reading music, and the guidance of top SCSBOA string educators to help select the orchestra sight reading  
music.  
 
The 2017-18 SCSBOA Board budget contains the financial resources to begin the acquisition of this third sight 
reading set, which should be completed by the 2018-19 school year. Once this third set is in our rotation, we 
should be in great shape for the foreseeable future with festival sight reading music. 
 
Another key component of my office’s responsibilities is the maintenance and growth of our SCSBOA Music 
Lists. I am in the process of forming a new Music Literature Committee that will assist me for the next two 
years in seeking out and approving new literature to be added to our music lists. I will have this committee in 
place soon, and their names published in our next newsletter.  
 
One of the great things about our Association is the active involvement of the membership. There is so much 
great new literature being published today, and no single person could ever hope to discover all the hidden 
gems out there. That’s where you come into play! It’s never too early to submit literature for consideration to 
be added to our SCSBOA Music Lists. The guidelines for literature submission can be found on our website. 
Always remember that the Texas PLM is an excepted source for required music at SCSBOA festivals. If a piece 
is already on the Texas PLM, you need not submit it for the SCSBOA music list in order to play it as your       
required piece at festival. 
 
In closing, if you have any questions related to my office, or suggestions for improvements to our music lists 
or sight reading music, do not hesitate to email me. I’m here to serve you! 
 
 
  
 
  
   

Paul Bluto, VP-Music Lists 



 

 

Melissa Palmer, Secretary 

You are smart.  Just tell yourself… I am smart.  And go with me.  
 
Everyone picture to when you were a student---Now get over the fact that you weren’t 
the coolest kid in school, because you were a bando/orchestra member and so we 
know the rest.  It’s okay, I won’t tell your wife or kids…You can be the coolest to them. 
 
Anyhow, where was it that you spent your free time?  Where did you meet for lunch?  
Where did you go before and after school?  It was probably the band room.  (I will 
from here on out call it the “Band” room—definitely not excluding orchestra folks, but 
being politically,… or   rather “musically” correct is just too much effort).  Even if the 

band room wasn’t your hangout, it was likely your favorite class or you wouldn’t be here today.  For those of 
you who became music teachers because you LOVE music and you didn’t have a great musical experience in 
school, bear with me.  You probably know more than the rest of us about class culture already. 
 
WHY?  Why did you want to be there?  I bet we can all name a billion reasons.  I ’ll share a few of my       
responses with you:  Friends, music, inclusion, freedom to be me, where I belong.   
 
That was easy, but here’s the REAL question:  WHY did you feel that way? 
 
Looking at it from the other side, I think it’s because the band experience is unlike anything else we do in 
school.   
 
In band, we want everyone to succeed.  The leaders actually want to help and guide others.  They want that 
because we are all equals on the football field.  There’s no quarterback.  Well, that guy who plays the super 
high notes on the trumpet is cool, BUT we couldn’t be successful if we didn’t work together.  Leaders also 
want to help because not too long ago, they were the freshman coming into high school.  They were scared 
and they remember that person who helped them feel included and important.  They remember the senior 
that sat next to them on the bus.  They remember the concertmaster that helped them learn how to shift or 
play vibrato. 
 
Band is a place where it’s cool to be the smart kid with the highest GPA and we get excited about Grade 5 
literature because we want to feel good about achieving something amazing.  But it’s also a place where it’s 
okay to struggle in school; other kids will help.  And even if you still struggle, they’ll still be your friend.  And 
we all know the kid that looks like a fish when he plays the trombone and really can’t play more than 5 
notes.  He’s ALSO the kid that stays after and puts away stands, tidies the cubbies, or picks up trash.  Yup—
He belongs here and he’s an important part of our group. 
 
We learn how to WIN—Whether that’s a Unanimous Superior at festival, or staying in step in a parade, we 
feel great about it.  We can celebrate as a group because we know that on that given day all our hard work 
payed off.   
 
But we also learn how to LOSE—We didn’t meet our goals, or the drummer didn’t show up to our jazz       
festival and we couldn’t keep time ourselves.  We learn how to recover from setbacks, and we also learn if 
we didn’t do enough to prepare for what we had planned. 



 

  

Can you name anywhere else in school that you have to process this many things at the same time?—Time signature, 
tempo, notes, rhythms, dynamics, articulations, watching the conductor, bringing out the        melody, tuning the 
chords, and so on.  I doubt it.  AND we learn about history, and math All.The.Time.  And talk about common core--  If 
you’re in jazz band, you’re learning about the history of the music, listening to it, improvising over it, interpreting the 
style, analyzing the chord structure, etcetera!  We are smart.  I told you. 
 
So when you go back to school, I think it’s important to think about what it means to be a kid in your class.  No big-
gie—you’re just impacting THE REST OF THEIR LIVES!  Don’t put too much pressure on yourself though, because just 
by being there for them, these things will happen.  Believe in yourself because you ARE smart, and you care about 
them.  The most important thing is that no matter what kind of student they are, or why they’re there, they are      
important and special.   
Go be you… Go be amazing.  

Festival Adjudication 2.0 
 
As summer winds down, I realize that I am fully invested in my vocation because for most of 
my break I’ve been thinking of program ideas for this upcoming festival season!  If you’re like 
me, I always want to get a head start on selections for this most important performance of 
the year. 
 
In his article this month our VP of Festivals, Jason Marshall, has mentioned that the Board 
approved a $20 increase for festival entry fees at our June meeting.  This change came after 
much discussion, and will help generate the additional funds needed to automate our festival 
process in the next two years.  Some changes that will be funded by this increase are an all 
web-based festival registration and program submission system that will streamline           
registration and payment.  Group information, instrumentation, and program selections entered will interface with 
our SCSBOA/UIL Texas music database on our website to help eliminate guesswork and confusion when submitting 
festival music selections.  This system can alert a director if one of their selections is a grade 4 work allowing them to 
only submit two works for their festival performance.  As an adjudicator, I have witnessed the embarrassment and 
delays that come about when a head judge must communicate to a director that they have too many pieces on their 
program because one work is a grade 4.  This is an uncomfortable situation and always impacts the schedule and 
emotions in a negative way. The added benefit to this system will be that group instrumentation will be entered    
during on-line registration, and will eliminate the triplicate judging forms that directors have needed to fill out and 
bring to festival.  Please note, this feature will be tested at only one or two festivals this season to work out the kinks 
before the 2019 launch. 
 
One immediate change funded by this increase will be the creation of Festival Techs for each festival.  Festival Techs 
are Association-trained individuals who will manage all the digital files and content generated by judges at each band 
and orchestra festival.  This process has been fraught with problems in the past which can be a big inconvenience to 
directors and students. The Festival Adjudication Committee has decided to create a Tech position for each festival to 
manage the uploading of files to Dropbox so directors can get their adjudication files ASAP with a minimum of      
problems. There will be many exciting changes coming in the 2019 festival seasons that these additional funds will 
help provide.  I will try to keep you all updated as the information becomes available. 
 
As most of us make our way back into our classrooms for the new term, I wish you all a successful year filled with   
inspiration, creativity, and great music making. 

Melissa Palmer, Secretary continued... 

Brendan McBrien, VP-Festival Adjudication 



 

Naomi Norwick, VP-Elementary/Middle School Education 

Thank you to Rita Watson for her outstanding work as the previous VP.  She is  
happily enjoying a much-deserved retirement. .  Thanks to Rita, many students had 
the opportunity to play with a select group of advanced musicians as part of the 
Elementary Honor Groups.   I am excited to be your new Middle School/
Elementary VP.  I started my career in a K-8 school in San Juan Bautista and then 
recently retired from 34 years of teaching junior high/middle school at Hughes MS 
in Long Beach.  
 

This year we are excited that our conductors are, Nancy Robinson, retired from many years of teaching, who will 
conduct the Elementary Honor Band and Peter Park from Mira Costa High School who will conduct the Elementary 
Honor Orchestra.  Both directors have extensive experience working with young students. They are looking forward 
to working with our youngest of musicians. Managers, Annette Betts and Kevin Hamilton, will assist our conductors.   
 
Please read this carefully to help your young musicians as they prepare for the audition.   
 
1. Scale Sheet:  This year the most common scales were provided.  Band students must play ONE memorized scale.  
String Orchestra students must play a two octave D major scale and a C major one-octave scale. 
 
2. Audition sheet:  This Excerpt is actually progressive in level of difficulty. Students are asked to play as much as they 
choose.   
 
3. New this year is a very short sight-reading excerpt from the music that the conductors have chosen to perform.   
 
As of writing, the rehearsal location is still being determined.  The school will be in the vicinity of  Kennedy HS that 
hosts the middle school honor groups.  We know that the three (3) hour rehearsals will be on January 13, 14, 20 and 
27.  The concert, again during the convention, will be on the 27th with the Honor Band at 4:15 and the Orchestra at 
5:15 in the Royal Ballroom.   
 
In July I attended the Texas Orchestra’s Directors Association conference in San Antonio, Texas.  There were multiple 
reading sessions, sessions on technology, sessions on teaching strategies, and of course some parties too.               
Instruments are provided for the sessions and it is always fun to play with the other directors.  Reading sessions   
include a notated sheet for you to make your comments.   I have attended this conference off and on since the 
1980’s.  It’s a great way to become familiar with new literature from smaller publishers and prepare for the school 
year.   
 
In other sessions I learned that one finger trills are a good way to develop finger dexterity on a string instrument.   
Joanne Erwin from Oberlin College led many sessions. She suggested having a student lead the alma mater as a start 
to rehearsal.  She also mentioned having a task lists called Omni Focus or Google Keep as well as a password       
manager.    She encouraged everyone to get on the String and Orchestra Teachers Facebook group. There is a    
Dropbox of teacher-developed materials to use too.  This year I used the Remind app to schedule parents to work at 
our outside concert.  It’s a great way for kids to check in during a field trip too.  Softorino is a YouTube converter that 
transfers the video without the advertisements.    There is also GroupMe that is similar to the Remind App.  For Band 
Directors there is a closed Facebook group simply called Band Directors Group.  I found these groups so interesting, 
even if you don’t choose to post or answer.   
 
My best suggestion for the new school year includes numbering your seats.  Students were assigned seats              
alphabetically to start the year.  This way I could move students to a specific seat, they did not get to sit by the 
friends, and I had some power.  Plus if you’re passing anything out or collecting papers they are already in order.  
(The First Days of School – Harry K. Wong) 
 
As a newly retired teacher I am more available to help new teachers in Elementary and Middle school positions.  
Please feel free to email me if there is any way I can assist you.   
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