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As we end the fall season and gear up for winter concerts, I want to take a quick 
moment to say, “Thank you!” to everyone for their support of SCSBOA. Our 
membership represents a diverse span of pre-K through university level          
educators. You are the reason we have our association. We hope you will feel 
welcome and a part of our Association throughout each season of the school 
year.  
 
Congratulations to the hundreds of marching band directors who spent countless 
hours preparing for each tournament and band review. Thousands of students 
had the opportunity to build music fundamentals and form bonds with their   
classmates that will carry on for the rest of the year. To all who participated in 
the 2019 Championships, congratulations!  

 
To each educator who helped prepare their students for Honor Group auditions, thank you. Your 
support of your students speaks to the character of your teaching. It is because of you that     
students are encouraged to reach for the next level of musicianship and take on this wonderful 
performance opportunity come January.  
 
To change the subject completely and get into something we don’t want to discuss, but should is 
school shootings. My gut wrenched when I heard the news that there was another school shooting 
a few weeks ago. It is something too overwhelming to comprehend. Students are changed forever 
and so are the educators, parents, and community in which this has taken place. Frankly, I’m 
changed each time this happens. This article is not intended to be political. It is meant to open up 
a conversation with one another.  
 
I have a story to share with you about my marching season. It was changed this year. The plan 
was to head to our first performance in October, but we never went.  A 9th grade band student of 
mine posted a threatening message on Instagram. I was stunned that this new, quiet, shy       
individual had made such a bold threat. I called my principal and soon police. I arrived to school 
along with my students to only find out the threat was credible. I gathered the students and   
parents in my midst and explained that my number one job was to keep everyone safe. From 
there, we headed home instead of going to participate in an activity we love. We weren’t safe. To 
all who have had lockdowns, threats, shootings, and more, know we need to talk. You are not in 
this by yourself and we need to support one another. 
 
Communication is the first step in the right direction. If we are able to communicate with one an-
other, then we have an idea about one another. If we disagree then let it just be a disagreement, 
not something that we can’t recover from. Where does this all lead? I’m not exactly sure. The one 
thing I know, is when I get together with colleagues it is always a good discussion. It helps me 
feel that we are all on the same path together.  
 
The next time we will have the opportunity to gather is at the January 2020 Conference. I        
encourage you to take time away and be a part of the conference on Friday, January 17 and   
Saturday, January 18. We need a chance to talk with one another and time to re-energize. You 
will have 72 diverse session offerings to choose from and be able to attend the Friday and        
Saturday night Honor Concerts of Jazz, Elementary, Middle, and High school levels. The honor 
groups are always outstanding!  
 
I like real conversations with people and I bet you do as well. Come to the conference and be you, 
be real, and have quality conversations with peers.  
  
Take care everyone.  



 

The Holidays are almost here and before you know it, so will Festival!  
Here is a  reminder of the procedures for participating in an SCSBOA  
festival: 

Make sure your SCSBOA Membership is current for 2019-2020. 

Go to SCSBOA.org and click on the Festivals tab for a listing of all 
SCSBOA festivals. 

Once you have found a date that works for you, contact the festival host 
to check on availability, request information on the festival, and reserve 

space for your ensembles. 

If the host has room, you will then go online to complete the registration process. 
Please do not register prior to speaking with the festival host! 

To register, go to SCSBOA.org, click on the Festivals tab, and then scroll down to “Band 
& Orchestra Festival Application.” 

Complete all information on the online application and submit when done. You must 
complete this process for EACH ensemble that you want to register. 

Upon completion of your online application you can then pay online on send a separate 
check in to the SCSBOA office (address below). Make sure your group’s name is    
somewhere on the check! 

    SCSBOA 

    Attn: Amy Mack 

    1902 Wright Place, Suite 200 

    Carlsbad, CA  92008  

You may submit one check for multiple groups, but you must complete a separate 
online application for each group. 

Some festivals require additional information and/or additional fees. If your festival host 
requires other forms or a fee, send those directly to your host. 

  FESTIVAL FEES 

  With sight-reading or clinic   $200 

  With no sight-reading or clinic  $200 

  With both sight-reading and clinic  $225 

 

Your festival host will be notified within a day of receipt for your fees and application via 
a Dropbox account. As always, please contact Amy Mack or myself if you have       
questions.  

  

Jason Marshall, VP-Festivals 

scsboa.org
scsboa.org


 Jeri Webb, VP-Awards & Medals 

THANK YOU!  Your nominations have been received.  The SCSBOA Board 

members deliberated at great length in selecting the  

recipients.  Honorary Life Membership requires 2/3rds 

majority and all other recognitions require a simple  

majority.  

 

This year we had 29 nominators and 24 nominees.  This 

is a slight increase from the previous year of 24      

nominators and 20 nominees in 2018.   The members selected will be  

recognized during our conference on Saturday, January 18.  

 

While preparing our Association’s       

Honorary Life Member stories I was struck 

by the continuing legacy of   mentorship.  

I’d like to share with you one of the    

people I leaned on most when I first 

moved to the Poway Unified School      

District, Honorary Life   Member (1998) 

Tom Cole.  

 

For those that know Tom, he is consistently calm, composed and 

collected.  As an educator he has a unique ability to connect with 

his students with little effort.  It was during Tom’s rehearsals where 

I learned the most.  Tom is able to sing how he wants a student to 

adjust his tone color, shape a phrase.  While singing, he would use his hands to show   

control (stay within this circle of sound).  Articulation?  No  problem - Tom can get        

students to lift staccatos, connect legatos all through his singing.  

 

During my first year in Poway I was having an issue with my 8th graders.  They weren’t 

happy with the fact that I followed the policy my predecessor had in place - students were 

required to take home their instruments nightly.  (In fact they were so unhappy they wrote 

a petition.)  Tom came to speak with the class.  He already had a great reputation with the 

middle schoolers and so they were happy to have him there.  “I’ve been told you aren’t 

happy that Ms. Webb requires you to take your instrument home nightly and expects you 

to practice.  Well I want you to know we hired Ms. Webb because we wanted to raise the 

expectations here.  Practicing your instrument is like brushing your teeth.  It’s not good to 

do it every once in awhile.”  I did not have any more problems with the 8th graders. 

  

When opening Westview High School I again leaned on Tom.  I was really nervous about 

switching to High School.  I felt the normal pressure most would feel, but I also felt an   

additional pressure of being the first woman high school director in our district.             

Additionally, we were opening as the first 4x4 program.  How to pick uniforms, how to    

organize parents, what music to select.  What step size should our parade band use?  The 

list of questions I had was endless.  Tom was always gracious and encouraging. 

  

Please share your mentor story with us. 



        

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

2019 SCSBOA Championships Results 

1A DIVISION 2A DIVISION 3A DIVISION 

82.30   Grover Cleveland Charter  HS 88.00   University City HS 92.10   San Pedro HS 

79.55   Charter Oak HS 84.30   Canyon HS –Canyon Country 89.90   Westlake HS 

77.90   William Workman HS 82.80   Patriot HS 88.50   Bellflower HS 

77.80   Taft Charter HS 82.50   Redlands East Valley HS 88.15   Moorpark HS 

77.35   Steele Canyon HS 80.90   Azusa HS 87.85   Valencia HS —Valencia 

77.00   Monrovia HS 80.55   La Mirada HS 84.05   Chula Vista HS 

76.75   Lancaster HS 79.75   El Camino Real Charter HS 83.55   Golden Valley HS—Santa Clarita 

75.80   Cabrillo HS—Lompoc 75.45   Palisades Charter HS 82.50   Royal HS 

75.40   Gabrielino HS 75.35   Centennial HS—Bakersfield 80.85   Murrieta Mesa HS 

74.40   Newbury Park HS 72.35   Littlerock HS 80.80   Glendora HS 

72.35   Ramona HS—Ramona 72.25   Oak Park HS 80.50   Helix Charter HS 

71.20   Northview HS 71.75   Arlington HS 80.45   Colony HS 

HIGH AUXILIARY HIGH AUXILIARY HIGH AUXILIARY 

90.00   Charter Oak HS 90.25   University City HS 93.00   Valencia HS—Valencia 

HIGH PERCUSSION HIGH PERCUSSION HIGH PERCUSSION 

82.00   Grover Cleveland Charter HS 89.50   Patriot HS 87.00   Valencia HS—Valencia 

4A DIVISION 5A DIVISION 6A DIVISION 

91.40   Aliso Niguel HS 92.90   West Ranch HS 94.85   Mt Carmel HS 

91.35   William S Hart HS 90.30   Rancho Cucamonga HS 94.50   El Dorado HS 

90.70   Valencia HS—Placentia 89.50   Warren HS 94.45   Rancho Bernardo HS 

89.50   Arroyo HS 89.40   Thousand Oaks HS 93.85   Etiwanda HS 

86.65   Sunny Hills HS 89.25   Santa Monica HS 92.00   Arcadia HS 

85.00   South Hills HS 88.70   Westview HS 91.60   Chino HS 

83.80   Eastlake HS 88.55   Great Oak HS 89.45   Mira Mesa HS 

81.65   Esperanza HS 84.40   Del Norte HS 87.95   Rancho Buena Vista HS 

81.20   Alta Loma HS 84.00   Riverside Poly HS 87.00   Los Osos HS 

81.15   Downey HS 82.95   Vista HS 84.90   Martin Luther King HS 

78.90   Glen A Wilson HS 82.15   Covina HS 83.90   Savanna HS 

78.80   Murrieta Valley HS 81.30   Independence HS 83.35   John F Kennedy HS—Buena Park 

HIGH AUXILIARY HIGH AUXILIARY HIGH AUXILIARY 

93.50   Valencia HS—Placentia 94.50   West Ranch HS 95.75   Mt Carmel HS 

HIGH PERCUSSION HIGH PERCUSSION HIGH PERCUSSION 

92.75   Sunny Hills HS 92.50   West Ranch HS 95.00   Arcadia HS 



 2019 Arcadia Band Review Results 

    

CLASS C DIVISION CLASS B DIVISION CLASS A DIVISION 

88.85   Bellflower HS 92.25   Norco HS 93.25   Shadow Hills HS 

88.10   Temple City HS 90.55   Loara HS 93.00   Garey HS 

87.65   El Rancho HS 90.00   John Glenn HS 92.95   Olympian HS 

86.95   Katella HS 89.35   Mountain View HS 91.35   Cypress HS 

86.65   Eleanor Roosevelt HS (JV) 88.70   Schurr HS 91.25   John F Kennedy HS 

85.45   Orange Vista HS 88.60   Beckman HS 91.05   Arroyo HS 

85.20   Canyon Springs HS 88.50   Notre Dame HS 90.90   Temescal Canyon HS 

84.95   Patrick Henry HS 88.20   Bonita Vista HS 90.75   Montebello HS 

84.25   Magnolia HS 87.90   Santiago HS—Garden Grove 90.45   Kaiser HS 

83.80   Sonora HS 87.35   South El Monte HS 89.20   Arlington HS 

CLASS AA DIVISION BAND SWEEPSTAKES AUXILIARY SWEEPSTAKES 

95.90   Mt Carmel HS 96.20   Diamond Bar HS 97.70   Diamond Bar HS 

94.95   Santiago HS—Corona   

94.90   Chino HS MACE DRUM MAJOR MILITARY DRUM MAJOR 

94.45   Martin Luther King HS 93.15   Diamond Ranch HS 96.75   Diamond Bar HS 

93.60   Glendora HS   

93.60   Eleanor Roosevelt HS (Var) DRILL TEAM SWEEPSTAKES MUSIC AWARD 

92.50   Diamond Ranch HS 93.35   Schurr HS 487.0   Diamond Bar HS 

92.25   Mira Mesa HS   

91.20   Downey HS   



 Jazz Honor Groups  Flyer 

Thank You, Event Hosts! 
 
If you’re not following SCSBOA on social media yet, I’d encourage 
you to start. Recently on our social media pages, the SCSBOA Board 
has been thanking all of the schools and directors that have hosted 
field tournaments or parade competitions so far this year. Along with 
these thank you blasts, we are publicizing the number of schools and 
students that participated at each event. We encourage you to share 
these numbers with your administrators and any other interested 
parties. It’s important for them to know how your students are a part 
of a huge family of dedicated musicians, performers, directors, and 
parents.  
 
If you already hosted an SCSBOA event and have not yet completed the google form 
that I emailed to you, here is the link to do so:   
 
   https://forms.gle/aCs6DMUMskPP4rV87   
 
I cannot create the thank you blast until you complete this form. 
 
SCSBOA Spotlight 
 
Is there a special student, administrator, or music parent that has had a huge impact 
on your program? Now you can recognize them and share their story by writing an   
article to be featured in the SCSBOA newsletter. To be considered for the January 
newsletter, email me by January 1, 2020 with general information about your        
nominee. At that point, I will let you know if your nominee was selected and you will 
have a week to write and submit your article. Email any questions and proposals to 
khamilton@lbschools.net  
 
Thank you! 

https://forms.gle/aCs6DMUMskPP4rV87
mailto:khamilton@lbschools.net%20C:/Users/scsbo/Documents/Avery%20Templates


 

 



 

 

 

 



 
Yeon Choi, VP-Middle School Education 

On Sunday November 11th, our first Video Audition process                  
began.    Judges came with their computers and in a single room we     
began listening to over 550 video submissions.  

 I wanted to take this time to thank a few members for making this new 
Honor Group Audition process possible.  Auditioners, Managers, and Amy 
Mack - Thank you very much for trusting the new process and              
volunteering to help make the Video Audition possible!  I also want to 
thank all the Middle School Music Directors for encouraging your students 
to audition for the SCSBOA with the new process!  

 Call back for the Live Audition list has been posted on the front page of the SCSBOA   
website.  Live auditions will be Saturday, December 7th at Tesoro High School.  

Rehearsals will be on Saturday, January 11th and Sunday, January 12th.  Symphonic Band 
will rehearse at Tesoro High School.  String Orchestra and Full Orchestra will rehearse at 
Las Flores Middle School.  

Dress Rehearsal will be on Saturday, January 18th at the Hyatt Regency Orange County 
Hotel.  

Concert will be on the same date.  String and Full Orchestra concert starts at 5PM.  Band 
concert starts at 8PM.  

After the Video audition I asked the auditioners on their experiences with the new         
process.  Here are their perspectives.  

 I have auditioned both MS and HS before for SCSBOA and I feel more confident in my selection this year using the video    
process.  I was able to go back and re-watch videos of students that had tied with another student's score.  When you have 74 
students to judge it is much better to be able to re-watch videos as necessary in order for the selection to be accurate. -       
Jennifer Jackson  

 The video audition was amazing!  Super simple and so much faster than live auditions.  The reason it was so much better was 
because there was no wait time between pieces, no small talk needed before and after, no set up and take down time for each 
student and I was impressed with the sound quality for all! - Barbara Scholl  

 As a second-year manager watching the process of the judges listening to each student’s recordings and knowing that there 
would still be a live audition which included sight reading was a refreshing change that the SCSBOA was in need of. As a  
manager, this process also makes prepping the music a lot easier for the students who are selected. In previous years it was a 
mad dash to try to get all the parts out to the students in a timely manner so that they would have it before winter break in   
order to best prepare for the concert. At this point we already know a close instrumentation for what we will be selecting once 
students go forward with the live audition. I want to congratulate Yeon on having this vision to help move the SCSBOA forward 
through the 21st-century. - Becky Othmer SCSBOA Honor Band Manager  

 Having the auditions done on recordings was so helpful because I could go back and review anything in question.   It was   
particularly helpful when it came down to the end when I had to start pulling out alternates.   I could also go at my own pace 
and spend as much time as I needed before making the final call. Also, recordings were done well, were clear and paperwork 
was organized perfectly. Good job!!! - Dianna Gray  

 This was the best audition experience that I have had as an auditioner.  I felt that I could give a better assessment of the      
students than a live audition. - Curt Richardson  



 Yeon Choi, VP-Middle School Education, continued... 

  The concept of change is never easy. It (change), is the middle ground between where we are, and where we want to be.  Some 
changes definitely raise questions, and others, definitely raise applause! That was the case with this years All-Southern Middle 
School Honor Group auditions.  From incredible video and sound quality, to outstanding video submissions, plain and simple, 
this process worked.  As an evaluator, it was wonderful to go back and reference prior videos (something previously unable to 
be done, due to the live audition requirement) to ensure that we were “getting it right.”  But this process goes deeper.  This 
process truly allowed anyone the opportunity to submit a video, without having to initially worry about audition location or 
transportation.  I applaud you, Yeon, and the SCSBOA Board of Directors for taking this step forward in bringing the audition 
process into the 21st century.  As you know, students are impacted more than ever with their schedules and their drive to add 
“one more thing” onto their plates.  To provide an opportunity for students to audition using a medium that is now common 
place in their general education classrooms, brings the SCSBOA into current times and aligns with current educational     
practices.  BRAVA!! – Neil Anderson  

 
 I found that the recorded audition method for the SCSBOA Middle School Honor Ensembles worked well in its introductory 

year.  As a member that has served many times as a Manager and on audition panels for SCSBOA High School and Middle 
School Honor Symphonic Bands and Jazz Ensembles, I can see the value in the recorded audition process. In the new video 
viewing process, it made it possible for me to “rewind” and review some moments when I wanted to be sure of giving the most 
accurate evaluation.  When done listening I was able to go back to re-listen and compare two or three students that were close 
in score or ended up on the cusp of the “yes and no” list that I had formed. In a live audition I can go back and look at my 
evaluation sheets to make comparisons, but it is always hard to recall exactly how they sounded an hour or two after hearing 
them play. I had anticipated that the recorded process might hinder my ability to evaluate the students accurately if              
microphone placement or the quality of the recording device they had available to them was poor, but I found that it didn’t 
really matter. In all recordings I could tell if the kids could play accurately with a supported tone and good intonation, or if 
they couldn’t, regardless of the quality of the recordings. A paradigm shift is always difficult, especially for those of us that 
have been around a while and feel that messing with a method that had worked well enough, in our own experience, should be 
left alone.  After a year or two of teachers getting used to this process, I feel that we can actually have more students           
auditioning, especially from our more outlying regions where it is more difficult to get to the live audition sites.  I can imagine 
how much less stressful it is for a young middle school student to sit in their own bedroom, living room (or bathroom in some 
cases) and make a recording, or several recordings and then submit their best work to us. For this reason alone, I think this is 
a positive step for the Middle School Honor Ensemble program.  Respectfully, Andy Magana 

 I have done many auditions both live and audio recordings.  This was the best experience ever!  I felt like every single student 
got the best of me because I could go back and verify my initial impressions time after time. I could directly compare video 1 to 
video 81!  That's not possible with a live audition.  The next best thing was the quality of the recordings. The ones made in the 
school and home setting were of equal quality.  I hope this format becomes a permanent feature Sincerely, Nancy Robinson 

 
 



 
2020 Professional Development Conference Highlights 

 

 

 Thursday, January 16, 2020 
 Visit NAMM (Additional registration fee) 
 SCSBOA Pick-Up of Registration Materials at the Hyatt 6:00pm-8:00pm 
 

 Friday, January 17, 2020 
 Conference Materials available at the OC Hyatt 
 42 Conference Sessions 
 $10 parking in designated lots (Conference Only) 
 SCSBOA/Conn-Selmer Music Administrators Collaborative 
 Online Conference Program 
 Online Conference Program 
 Honor Groups rehearsals 
 Educational Forums Discussion Group 
 Boston Brass in the Grand Ballroom 
 SCSBOA Conference & Luncheon at the OC Hyatt Royal Ballroom 
 Honor Jazz Concert in the Grand Ballroom 
 Elementary Band & Orchestra Concerts in the Royal Ballroom 
 

Visit NAMM! 

 Saturday, January 18, 2020 
 Conference Materials available at the OC Hyatt 
 30 Conference Sessions 
 $10 parking in designated lots (Conference Only) 
 Online Conference Program 
 SCSBOA Conference & Luncheon at the OC Hyatt Royal Ballroom 
 SCSBOA Honor Jazz Performances  at the Anaheim Convention Center 
 Middle School and High School Honor Groups rehearsals 
 Keynote Speaker Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser 
 Dynamic Marching with Jeff Young & Bobby Lambert 
 Session with Conn-Selmer artist, Dr. Nola Jones 
 High School Honor Groups Concert in the Grand Ballroom 
 Middle School Honor Groups Concert in the Grand Ballroom 
 



 Jim Wang, VP-String Education 

TLDR from the Desk of Orchestra Education 
 
Understanding your post-millennial students 
 
 TLDR           too long, didn’t read 
 ATM     at the moment 
 HBd     Happy Birthday 
 ICYMI   in case you missed it 
 IRL     in real life 
 JSYK    just so you know 
 NBD     no big deal 
 NGL     not going (to) lie 

      PLUR       peace love unity respect  
      RN        right now 
      SMH shake    (smack) my head 
      TFTI        thanks for the invite 
 
Bonus: 
Lowkey (1) quiet, modest, not very assertive; (2) to treat with little emphasis; I  lowkey 
did not practice last night for the playing test. 
 
Extra (1) over the top excessive, dramatic behavior; (2) way too much; James was    
extra with his four octave G major scale.  
 

 



 
Jennifer Jackson, VP-Elementary Education  

I want to thank everyone who encouraged their students to       
audition for the SCSBOA Elementary Honor Band or Orchestra.  I 
am very happy to announce we have 257 students auditioning this 
year!  The auditions will be held at Tesoro High School on         
Saturday, December 7 and by the time you read this the audition 
times will be posted on the SCSBOA website.  I want to thank Neil 
Anderson for his help with the audition music as well as Diana Gray 
for her insight on the string excerpts and scales.   
 
I am really looking forward to the SCSBOA Conference this year on 
Friday, January 17 and Saturday, January 18.  There are more  
sessions geared towards elementary music than ever before! Please be sure to take a 
look at the conference schedule when it is posted, I think you will be very pleased with 
the sessions geared towards elementary music.  I want to thank the SCSBOA Board for 
making elementary music an important part of the conference this year.  Please feel 
free to seek me out at the conference and let me know if you have any comments or 
suggestions for future sessions, conductors, etc.  Also be sure to attend the             
Elementary Honor Band and Orchestra Concert taking place on Friday, January 17   
beginning at 6:30pm in the Royal Ballroom!  

 



 Amy Villanova, VP-High School Education 

Hi! I see you! We are in the thick of things, one marching season   
ending while reflecting and planning for next year already, concert   
cycles completed and beginning fresh, perhaps starting up new        
ensembles, indoor programs, letters of recommendations, holiday   
programming, connecting with friends and family over the holidays, all 
the things! I hope that you can find a moment in this continuous circuit 
to take stock of your first quarter of the year, acknowledge the people 
you are grateful for, and the honor small or not so small victories along 
the way. 
 
Honor Group Information 

 
We are thrilled to be auditioning over 900 wind, string and percussion students for the 
SCSBOA All-Southern High School Honor Groups on December 7 (Rancho Bernardo HS
-San Diego) and 8, 2019 (Crescenta Valley High School - Los Angeles) I would like to 
thank Duane Otani and Zach Christy at Rancho Bernardo HS and Mathew Schick at 
Crescenta Valley HS for hosting this year’s auditions. Thank you also to our terrific 
team of veteran Honor Group managers – Deborah Carnahan, Matt Armstrong, Martin 
Rhees, Susan Willmering, Zach Christy, and Marie Sato for all of their support. 
 
Reminders for your students participating in our live auditions 
 
 The room monitors will help students in and out of the room and ensure they are  

comfortably set up. (Thank you to the 30 SCSBOA members serving as room   
monitors on audition weekend!) 

 Encourage your students to dress professionally-not a requirement, but it helps 
them set the tone for a polished performance. 

 Encourage your students to practice their audition scales (memorization              
encouraged) and solo in front of you, their family and their peers 

 There will be a brief sightreading excerpt, remind your students that it is ok to take 
a breather, look through the excerpt before diving into their sightreading attempt. 

 
Thank you, teachers!  
 
Thank you for helping your students to look beyond their classrooms for our honor 
group opportunities, and the support and encouragement you provide! I have an 11 
year old son, who has grown up in a household of musicians. When I (Mom) asked him 
if he wanted to audition for the SCSBOA honor band (he plays flute/oboe), he barely 
looked up from dinner, grunted and went back to doing what 6th graders do best, 
BUT, when his Middle School Band teacher recommended that he check out the       
audition opportunities available to him, he was all in-no questions asked. So, thank 
you Ted Foster, and all the other school teachers out there for using your powerful   
influence to nurture all of your students. Your voice is heard, and it is powerful! 
 
I hope to see you at the 2020 SCSBOA Winter Conference in January. You will not 
want to miss the honor group rehearsals during the conference by our guest          
conductors; Sameer Patel - Associate Conductor of the San Diego Symphony, Brian 
Balmages -  Composer, and Dr. Gary Gilroy - Director of Bands, Cal State University, 
Fresno or the concerts on Saturday evening, January 18, 2020.  



 
Curt Richardson, VP-Festival Adjudication 

 

As I write this article, I am sure you are busy preparing your musical  
ensembles for the end of the marching season and holiday concert    
programs. Next, it is time to start thinking about the 2020 festival     
season. 

Many of you might ask yourselves, should I go to an SCSBOA             
Instrumental Music Festival? Will it benefit my Instrumental music     
program and students? I have been an advocate of SCSBOA Music     
Festivals since 1965. I have participated as a student, director, and     
adjudicator for almost fifty-five years. Why? Because it made me a    

better musician, educator, and adjudicator. The most important aspect is the effect 
that it has on our participating students. It reinforces essential musical fundamentals 
as well as making them critical listeners and musicians.  

Additionally, our Winter Conference has many sessions that can be beneficial in helping 
you prepare for your festival season. The best part of being an SCSBOA member is the 
mentorship that we can provide for all of you. All of our festival sessions are in Garden 
room #4 on Saturday, January 17, they include: 

Session I 9:00-9:50 am -ABC's for 123's-Understanding your Festival sheet-John    
Vorwald.  

This session is a great way to understand what adjudicators are looking for in your  
Festival performance. Recent changes are to be highlighted with a question and answer 
session. 

Session II-10-10:50 am-Band Reading Sessions-Grades .5-2. 

This session is a performing ensemble playing approved festival selections that target 
the Elementary and Intermediate level — featuring Diamond Bar High School Band. 

Session III-11:00am-11:50 am-Band Reading Sessions-Grades 3-4. 

This session is a live performance of approved festival selections that would be       
beneficial to the High School level — featuring Diamond Bar High School Band. 

Session IV-1-1:50 pm-String Orchestra Reading Sessions-Grades.5-2. 

This session features approved festival selections that are composed for the              
Elementary and Intermediate String Orchestra levels. Featuring Diamond Bar High 
School String Orchestra. 

Session V-2-2:50 pm-String Orchestra Reading Sessions-Grades 3-4. 

This session features approved festival selections that are advantageous to the High 
School level String Orchestra — featuring Diamond Bar High School. 

 



 Curt Richardson, VP-Festival Adjudication, continued... 

Session VII-4:00pm-4:50 pm -Best practices in the Sight-Reading Room-Don     
Gunderson.  
 
This session shows the various procedures that are utilized in the sight-reading room. 
Also, it presents ideas on how to prepare for this aspect of the Sight-Reading          
experience. 
 
Are you interested in becoming a Festival Technician? We are having a training session 
on December 15, 2019, at 12:00 pm. This session is to be held at Rancho San Joaquin 
Middle School, 4861 Michelson Drive, Irvine, California. Contact John Vorwald at 
JHVorwald@cox.net for more information. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a Festival Adjudicator, please contact 
Neil Andersen at Neila78@me.com. He will brief you on the adjudicator requirements 
and apprentice information. 
  
In closing, I hope you participate in an SCSBOA sponsored Music Festival this year. 
Along with achieving your educational goals, festival performance can motivate your 
students for musical growth and provide them lifelong memories. If you need any help, 
please contact me at Crmusik@aol.com. 

 
Attention Jazzers! 
 
For the 2020 Conference, we will have the usual "jazz reading 
band", but it will be SCSBOA members/Band Directors!  Do 
YOU want to be involved?? 
 
Please fill out the following form from the link below, and I 
will be in contact with you as soon as it fills up. 
 
Date - Friday January 17, 2020 
 
Time - Rehearsal is noon, reading session is 1pm 
 
Location - JAZZ CORNER! Salon VI/VII at the Hyatt Orange County 
 
 
 
Email mgangemi@scsboa.org with questions 
 
 
https://forms.gle/1MgRwuxvvQ3wdJWUA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Gangemi VP-Jazz Education 

mailto:JHVorwald@cox.net
mailto:Crmusik@aol.com
mailto:mgangemi@scsboa.org
https://forms.gle/1MgRwuxvvQ3wdJWUA


 

2020 Conference Application 

 



 

 
 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BAND AND ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION 

MUSIC EDUCATORS  
WORKING TOGETHER  

SINCE 1937 

P O BOX 4729 
OCEANSIDE CA 92052 

Email: scsboa@gmail.com 

2019-2020 SCSBOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Executive Committee: 

Jeanne Christensen....……….………………………………………………..President 

Steve Acciani…..……….……………………………..…………..First Vice President 

Cathy Olinger…………..…………………………………………………….Secretary 

Duane Otani...…………..……..………...…………………………………...Treasurer 

Albert Jeung……………………………………………………………..Past President 

       

Vice Presidents: 

Jennifer Jackson….……………………..….…..……………….Elementary Education 

Jason Marshall...………...…………...………………………………………..Festivals 

Curt Richardson…….……...…………………….……………...Festival Adjudication 

  Don Jaramillo….…..…….……..…………………………………..Field Adjudication 

Amy Villanova…………………...………..…..…….………...High School Education 

Mike Gangemi...…..……..……….…………………………………….Jazz Education 

Jeri Webb……...….…….….………..………………………...….Medals and Awards 

Scott Domingues..…...……..………………………….…………………Membership 

      Yeon Choi…......……....….…...………...…..……………...Middle School Education 

Joe Dudek…………..……..…………..………….……………...Parade Adjudication 

Kevin Hamilton…...……….………………….....………………..Public Information 

Jim Wang….................……………………..…………...…………..String Education 

Paul Bluto………....……………………………………………………...Music Lists 

 

Amy Mack……....………………………………………….………..Office Manager 

 

mailto:scsboa@gmail.com

