
 

 

SCSBOA JUNE 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

The SCSBOA Newsletter is published by the Southern California School Band & 
 Orchestra Association, a California non-profit 501 ©(3) organization.  

 

                 Albert Jeung, President 

Summer time!  Hours with family and friends, time to finally complete personal        
projects, backyard BBQs, day trips with endless sunshine, lazy times at the beach, sand 
in the car, long bike rides with nothing to do the next day……………………………  hope this 
sounds like how you will spend some of your days this summer. 
 
Congratulations to all the new Board Members and the re-elected returning Board 
Members.  You will find the election results in this newsletter.  New Members to the 
Board are: Jeanne Christensen, Paul Bluto, Naomi Norwick, Pin Chen, and Mike         
Gangemi.   Re-elected Board members are Dan Methe (from Treasurer to First Vice-
President), Brendan McBrien and Curt Richardson.    
 

We would also like to extend sincere thanks and gratitude to the outgoing Board members for all their 
hard work and countless hours of service: Randy Gilpin, Steve Acciani, Rita Watson, Yeon Choi, and Joe 
Dudek. 
 
As most of us end a current school year, it is time to reflect on all the incredible things accomplished in 
your program, and anticipate all the great things you want to accomplish in the coming year.   Yes, some 
things could of probably gone better this year, but it is the excitement of improving all you do in your    
program that makes each and every year awesome. 
 
We wish you all the best this summer and hope you rejuvenate your mind and body to approach the Fall 
with the same excitement and anxious anticipation you did your first year of teaching.   Make each year 
your very best year of teaching! 
 
 
 
 



 Neil Anderson, VP-Medals & Awards 

WOW! Another successful festival season has wrapped up and we would be         
remiss if we did not take the opportunity to thank Festival Hosts for participating 
in the Medal sales program that is offered by the SCSBOA.  As inventory is counted, 
I will be looking at ways to make the process for Festival Hosts more streamlined.  
If you have any suggestions, or would like to take part in these discussions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at nanderson@capousd.org.   
 
Huge congratulations to the following scholarship recipients: 
 
The Honorary Life Member Continuing Education Scholarship (awarded to a high 
school senior(s) who will continue to study music as a music education major): 
 

Daniel Badillo  
Tyler Ravelli 

 
The SCSBOA Membership Scholarship (Available to children of SCSBOA members): 
 
   Laurel Bollard   (Gary & Stephanie Bollard, members)   
   Harrison Bluto  (Paul & Yvonne Bluto, members) 
   Kara Justeson   (Jason Justeson, member)   
 
 

Awards Nomination Form 
 

Our annual awards nomination form will be available online beginning August 1, 2017. With such a large 
membership, let us take the time to recognize our own and celebrate their successes! Put your thinking 
caps on and be ready to submit your nominations.  These awards will be presented at the conference in 
January 2018!! 
 

SCSBOA Educational Representative 
 
What a great start to our BEYOND THE PODIUM educational initiative! As we continue to work to bring 
meaningful, ongoing, professional learning opportunities to our members, we are always looking for   
input on what YOU as members want to see. Please email me with your ideas and suggestions for          
ongoing professional learning opportunities.  
 
College/University students and 1st-5th year educators are invited to our Beginning and             
Developing Teacher Workshop to be held on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at Cerritos College! 
Please see the attached flyer in this newsletter for registration deadline dates as well as the link to       
register! 
 
As we enter into the next academic year, be on the looking for more workshops, a revamped education 
section of the SCSBOA website and new advocacy resources for your use!!  

 



 
 



 
 

Joe Dudek, VP-Music Lists 

As I conclude my final term as VP of Music Lists, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the members of the Music List Committee, and to acknowledge some of our 
accomplishments.   

Thank You Nancy Robinson, Rita Watson, Greg Rochford, Paul Bluto, Cathy Olinger, 
Brian Belski, and Neil Anderson!  Together, we have 1) added over 400 pieces to the 
music list, 2) launched a second (new) Texas UIL sight reading set, and 3) retired two   
aging sight reading sets (this past year being one of them).  In addition, some of the 
same people were involved in a number of conference sessions and demonstration 
groups that we have presented over the last four years, and have worked on              
implementing and maintaining our searchable database.   

And speaking of the searchable database, a big Thank You goes out to Amy Mack! In the last four years, 
Amy entered every piece into a database so we could launch it online, then she added every piece that the 
committee approved in the last four years, AND recently, she entered every piece from the Texas PML to 
the SCSBOA searchable database (excluding redundancies).  Wow, we have come a long way! 

As I exit the Music List office, I have laid the groundwork for yet another new set of sight reading music.  
This will make the third new set, and will complete the “3-set rotation” that Paul Bluto had envisioned 
before he left office four years ago; how appropriate it is that Paul has been elected to be my successor! 

In conclusion, it has been my pleasure and honor to serve on the SCSBOA Board of Directors as the VP of 
Music Lists for the past four years.  I am happy to leave the position in the good hands of Paul Bluto; he 
has the expertise and the vision to move this office and the Association forward.  He will do a great job! 

Thank you, and my best to you all! 

 

 

1ST PLACE TEAM-BOB GREENWELL MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Don Jaramillo, Kevin Mayse, Mitch Fennell, Don Gunderson 



 

 
2017 Bob Greenwell Memorial Golf Tournament  

Although a good time was had by all, a special congratulations goes out to the Tournament Winners!   

1st Place Team:  Don Gunderson, Kevin Mayse, Don Jaramillo, Mitch Fennell 

2nd Place Team:  Brian Peter, Dennis Crystal, Marty Martone, David Blake 

3rd Place Team:  Joe Dudek, Curt Richardson, Steve Olivas, Sean Baker 

Closest to the pin:  #7, Doug Steinmetz (Team Yamaha); #11, Phil Mortensen (Team 6), #13, Don         
Jaramillo (Team Gunderson) 

Longest Drive:  Paul Winterhalter (Team Yamaha) 

We would like to thank the following sponsors for their generous donations: 

  Trophies—Three Bear Enterprises, Richard Frutschy, representative 

  Balls—Sentrex Exterminators, Jerry Romero, representative 

  Printing—Joshua Printing & Graphics, Jean Mallipudi, representative 

  Pacific Crest Youth Arts Organization, Stuart Pompel, representative 

  California Leadership Academy, Mark Gunderson, representative 

  Forum Music Festivals, Becky Norman, representative 

   IE Music, Cindy & Dave Wade, representatives 

  DeMoulin Band Uniforms, Richard Kirk, representative 

  Creative Costuming & Designs, Noreen & Kevin Roberts, representatives 

  Apple Photography, Ray Flores, representative 

  J. W. Pepper & Sons, Inc., Dave Buckeyne, representative 

  Cherrydale Farms, Steve Hoffrickter, representative 

  Drum Majors of Southern California, DMSC Board, representatives 

  Craig Jordan Music Publishing, Craig Jordan, representative 

  Yamaha Music Corporation, Doug Steinmetz, representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Cathy Olinger, VP-Middle School Honor Groups 

With the summer upon us and the 2017 school year drawing to a close, it’s a    
perfect time to look back at this year of great music making and celebrate the                          
accomplishments at every level.  How about your student who sat at the back of a 
section and seemed to really dislike playing and  participating in your class? Then, 
you receive an end of the year email from his/her parent with a heartfelt thank 
you for your tenacity and making a difference with their son/daughter this year in 
band or orchestra.   Their child tells their parents that they want to take music  
lessons this summer and that they can’t wait to be in band or orchestra NEXT 
year.  Who knew? 
 

It’s been a year of amazing planning, organization and dedication on every level for the SCSBOA Honor 
Groups.  I’m immensely proud to be a part of the music education that is taking place in Southern          
California!   
 
A year in review . . .  
SCSBOA elementary, middle school and high school honor groups reached new heights with the number 
of students auditioning for the band, orchestra and jazz ensembles.   Over 1,800 students auditioned and 
approximately 800 students participated in the honor groups.  
 
Music adjudicators came from throughout Southern California for a two-day audition process and        
assisted with sectionals during the honor group rehearsal times.  
 
The student musical talent continued to grow creating the need to require additional scale octaves 
demonstrating wider range for consideration of part placements for the 2018 SCSBOA middle school 
honor groups.   
 
Audition and Rehearsal Hosts; Yeon Choi, Niguel Hills MS, Jeff Blackstone, Suzanne MS and Josh Parsons, 
Kennedy HS worked magic to accommodate the students and their parents.  
 
The honor group managers; Yeon Choi, Susie Chaplo, Ray Llewellyn and Wendy Castillo worked             
tirelessly coordinating the music packets, seating arrangements, equipment moves and the final concert 
details most efficiently. 
 
Thank you Rita Watson and Steve Acciani for serving as V.P.’s  Your service was invaluable.   Once again 
thank you to all that contributed to the success of the 2017 honor group program!  
 
Summer also provides us time to plan for the future, and believe me, the 2018 Honor Group year  
planning is well on its way. 
 
 



 Cathy Olinger, VP-Middle School Honor Groups, continued... 

Take Note: 
 
 July/August Time to renew your personal SCSBOA membership for the 2017 – 2018 fiscal school 

year so your students may apply for the honor groups 
 2018 SCSBOA Elementary, Middle School & High School Honor Group Audition Scales and Excerpts 

posted NOW (as of June 1st) online at: SCSBOA Honor Groups        Thank you Amy Mack! 
 August 1, 2017  Honor Group Applications OPEN  
 November 2017  Honor Group Applications CLOSE  (Date TBA) 
 December 2, 2017 Elementary & Middle School Honor Band & Orchestra Auditions @ Niguel Hills 

Middle School, Laguna Niguel 
 December 2, 2017 Middle School & High School Jazz Auditions @ Dana Hills HS, Dana Point, CA 
 December 3, 2017 Middle School Honor Band & Orchestra Auditions @ Suzanne Middle School 
 December 3, 2017  Middle School & High School Jazz Auditions @ Suzanne Middle School  
 Sunday, January 28 Middle School & High School Honor Group Concert at Musco Center for the Arts 

@ Chapman University 
 
Southern California students, families and communities encourage and support the SCSBOA Honor 
Groups, which means they acknowledge the work we do for music education in the classroom each day - 
1st chair players through not so 1st chair players.  The knowledge that you’ve done something for 
someone else is a powerful reward – one which I hope you will feel during your well-deserved summer 
break!   I look forward to what’s in store for the 2017 – 18 SCSBOA Middle School Honor Group year and 
for the opportunity to work with you to make it happen.    
 
 I look forward to what’s in store for the 2017 – 18 SCSBOA Middle School Honor Group year and for the 
opportunity to work with you to make it happen.    
 



 

  

Curt Richardson, VP-Parade Adjudication 

The  2016-17 school year is rapidly coming to an end .  I hope that you will have a    
restful summer vacation filled with family, friends and memories.  The new school year 
will be starting shortly so we would like to offer educational opportunities to recharge 
your batteries.  I will address this later in the article once we cover a few important   
announcements. 

The PAC has approved a new march for this season:  

“La Banda Morada“ by Paul Bluto - Self Published. (Contact Paul if you wish to play it).  
This march will be included on the Senior High School List which can be found at 

www.scsboa.org   Watch for online updates! 

Many of the marches on the SCSBOA Parade list are currently out of print and I know the frustration of 
picking out a march and not having it available.  One solution is to borrow music from other schools or go 
to http://www.bandmusicpdf.org.  Another solution is to rent the music; I recently found a lending        
library, Chatfield Brass Band Music Lending Library. You can call them at 507-867-3275 or visit them 
online at www.chatfieldband.lib.mn.us.  This web site has many out of print marches and scores in its   
library.  Remember, if it is a copy, you are still required to submit a letter from the publisher, attached to 
the music score, granting permission for you to use their march at a Parade or Band Review competition. 
Please plan ahead, failure to do this will result in a penalty. 

We currently have many parades and band reviews scheduled for 2017-2018. I am pleased to announce 
that the Duarte Route 66 Parade (Sept 23) has been reinstated. In addition, we have a new parade, the 
Simi Valley Days Parade (Sept 19). We are excited that these events are back and hope you will be able to 
attend. 

The Parade Adjudication Committee & SCSBOA provides opportunities for professional growth through 
developmental resources. These resources include: conferences, clinics, publications, and training        
sessions.  Please mark your calendar for September 9th 2017.  More information about the sessions will 
be posted soon to the website and in future email blasts and newsletters.    

We have completed the revision of the Showmanship sheet and it will be in use this Fall. The main           
revisions are in the Attached Units section, making it easier to read and write comments.  We received 
many positive comments about the new sheet by adjudicators & directors when it was piloted it at the 
Temple City and Swallow’s Day Parades this year. The revised sheet can be seen on page 9 of this       
newsletter. 

I look forward to continue working with you as Vice President of Parade. It is my goal to make the Parade 
experience a positive one for all participants. Enjoy your time off and then let’s hit the street in the Fall!    

 

 

 



 

 

 



 Yeon Choi, VP-String Education 

Music Educator’s EMOJI’s at the end of the school year! 
 

 
“HAPPY” 
NO MORE field trips, concerts, paper work, counseling, parenting,      
teaching, etc.   
You do not have to fix another “F#” or a “C#”!   

No more explaining, “YES! You need your instrument EVERYDAY! Even when it’s 
raining!”   
 
 

“THRILLED” 
“You can finally take that vacation near the ocean, the mountain, or just be able to sleep in   
without the alarm waking you up!    

Can take that vacation with out 100 students, 50 parents, medical forms, instruments, equipment, etc. 
tagging along! 
 

 
 “WORRIED” 
OH NO!  What to do with the incoming students and the current students next year!  
Not having enough students, or having TOO many students signed up for your program.   
 

 
 

 
“SAD” 
You have to let go of your upper classman whom you bonded with more then any other teacher 
on campus.   
Need to train another set of students to step up and be leaders!  

 
 

 
“EXCITED” 
You have to let go of your upper classman!   
No more repeated quotes like “MARK YOUR MUSIC!!!  The notes did not change overnight! It’s 
still ‘F#’!!” 

 
 
Which is your emoji?  No matter which emoji you use, know that because you are a music educator you 
have made an impact on a child’s life.                                They will always remember you. 
 
As for myself, thank you for allowing me to serve you as the VP of Strings for the past two years.  I have 
learned so much and will continue to serve the SCSBOA as a member.  Have a wonderful summer break!   



 

 

Becky Othmer,  VP-Public Information 

Whew! What a year 2016-17 has been. For many of us, we found success and 
growth in our music classes.  Others may have learned a valuable lesson or two 
from an    experience we did not anticipate. As we begin our much deserved       
summer break, however long it may be, please be aware that there are several 
changes in California that could impact the arts.  
 
The California State University system is looking to require that in order to be       
accepted into a CSU, high school students will have to have 4 years of math. The   
concern is, what classes are sacrificed in order to fulfill all four years of high school 
math. The second potential change is the Bill 328. This bill, if put into effect, would 
change the start time of school to no earlier than 8:30am starting in 2020. The bill 
has passed the Senate and will be presented to the Assembly. More than likely the bill will not pass as too 
many programs will be impacted in a negative manner.  
 
As education continues to try to find the right path for our students in California, please continue to be 
vigilant and fight for music education. By being a member of SCSBOA, the Board is here to support you 
and your program. Please feel free to contact any of the Board members with any news, information, or 
concerns so that we may better serve the instrumental music educators of Southern California.  
Enjoy your time off! 

Congratulations to Naomi Norwick, our new VP of Elementary and  
Middle School Education.  Naomi brings experience to the Board, and I 

know she will serve our elementary and middle school directors well. 
 
Naomi’s biggest task is the Elementary Honor Band and Orchestra.  

Audition materials will be posted soon on our SCSBOA website.  Please 
encourage your students to audition this year.  We have two            
outstanding conductors lined up to work with our youngest musicians.  

Nancy Robinson will be our band director and Peter Park will conduct 
the orchestra.  Both of these educators bring a wealth of knowledge to 

the podium.  Your young musicians will have an incredibly memorable 
experience. 

 

I’d like to thank the membership of SCSBOA for allowing me to serve as Elementary/
Middle School VP for the past two years.  It’s been a very enjoyable experience.  I’ve really 

enjoyed growing the Elementary Honor groups into an auditioned group. 
 
I encourage you to let the Board know if you have any interest in running for an office and 

serving the Association.  There are many new and exciting things being planned for the 
near future of SCSBOA.  

Rita Watson VP-Elementary/Middle School Education 



 

The end of the school year is finally here!  Instead of immediately thinking about next 
year, however, take some time to recharge your creative batteries, rest your mind, 
and say, "hello" to your family again. With that said, plan wisely for the fall months. 
And now, on with business... 
 
APPRENTICE COORDINATOR 
The application for Apprentice Coordinator is online at scsboa.org. If you are            
interested, read the contract to see the job duties, and then fill out and send me the 
completed application. The FASC will look at each candidate's application materials 
and recommend a choice of two candidates for the Board of Directors to choose from. 
The contract and the application are available under the General Info tab.  

 
Those of you that have sent me your applications to apprentice this fall, please continue to be patient   
until we have the Apprentice Coordinator hired. You will be contacted by the new coordinator at the     
beginning of July.   
 
CALENDAR 
The fall calendar has been posted for some time now, but there have been some small changes due to  
facilities issues.  If you have already planned your show season, double check the schedule to see if one of 
your tournaments was affected and adjusted.  
 
CHIEF JUDGE 
The Board of Directors has selected Amy Mack as our new Chief Judge.  Ms. Mack comes to us with a 
wealth of experience from many associations and judging philosophies. Our Association will benefit 
greatly from her experience and ideas as we continue to move forward with adjudicator education      
programs and director/student evaluations throughout our competitive season.  
 
I wish you all a restful summer!  

Greetings membership! I hope you are all on the road to an amazing summer and 
enjoying every minute rather than existentially dreading the start of next year by 
counting the dwindling hours like that Beauty and the Beast rose. I truly hope 
that membership in this Association has provided you and your students with 
quality experiences that have helped all of us grow as musicians, performers and 
people.  I am really excited for what the future holds for all of us. There is so 
much terrific talent out there and music education is thriving in Southern         
California!  There is one piece of logistics that I wanted to remind everyone of  
before we leave for break. Our membership is valid through the end of the fiscal 
year that we joined.  That period is July 1 - June 30.  This means that our        
membership will expire for 2016-2017 in a few days. Remember that current    
membership is needed to participate in all SCSBOA sponsored activities and 
events so join early and get that off your plate.  Happy summer!  
 
P.S Go see some concerts in between camping, beach days and Netflix binging. Get inspired! 

Pete Jackson, VP-Field Adjudication 

Scott Domingues, VP-Membership 



 

The following candidates received a majority of the votes cast for their respective 
office:  
 
 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT     DAN METHE 
 
TREASURER       DUANE OTANI 
 
VP– PARADE ADJUDICATION    CURT RICHARDSON 
 
VP-STRING EDUCATION     PIN CHEN 
 
VP– ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION  NAOMI NORWICK 
 
VP-MUSIC LISTS      PAUL BLUTO 
 
VP-JAZZ EDUCATION     MIKE GANGEMI 
 
VP-FESTIVAL ADJUDICATION    BRENDAN McBRIEN 
 
VP-HIGH SCHOOL HONOR GROUPS    JEANNE CHRISTENSEN  

 
 

Randy, Gilpin, 1st Vice President—2017-2018 Election Results 



 

 
 

Executive Committee: 

Albert Jeung....……….………………………………………………..President 

Randy Gilpin…….……………………………..…………..First Vice President 

Melissa Palmer………………………………………………………..Secretary 

Dan Methe...……………………...…………………………………...Treasurer 

  

Vice Presidents: 

Rita Watson..……..….….……………….Elementary/Middle School Education 

Jason Marshall...………………………………………………………..Festivals 

Brendan McBrien………………………….……………...Festival Adjudication 

  Pete Jackson…...…………..………………………………...Field Adjudication 

Steve Acciani.....…………………………………...High School Honor Groups 

Justin Padilla...…………….…………………………………….Jazz Education 

Neil Anderson..………….……………………………...….Medals and Awards 

Scott Domingues..……………………………….…………………Membership 

 Cathy Olinger….……………..…..….…………...Middle School Honor Groups 

Curt Richardson…..…………………..…….……………...Parade Adjudication 

Becky Othmer…...……….………………...………………..Public Information 

Yeon Choi...........……………………..…………...…………..String Education 

Joe Dudek…………………………………………………………...Music Lists 

 

Amy Mack…………………………………………….………..Office Manager 

 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BAND AND ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION 

MUSIC EDUCATORS  
WORKING TOGETHER  

SINCE 1937 

1902 WRIGHT PLACE, SUITE 200 
CARLSBAD, CA  92008 

Email: scsboa@gmail.com 
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