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                 Albert Jeung, President 

Summer time! Some of you are out for the year, some of you may still be in session 
on a year calendar, and then some of you don’t really take a break because of all 
the continuous programs and commitments you have in your job. Regardless of 
your job situation, I hope summer brings at least a few hours spent with/on: family 
and friends, time to finally complete personal projects, backyard BBQs, day trips 
with endless sunshine, lazy times at the beach, long bike rides with nothing to do 
the next day, and your favorite pastime. Do something AWESOME for yourself this 
summer, separate from any thoughts or relationship to teaching. You deserve it! 
 
A special note to those of you who are retiring this year: Congratulations!!! Cherish 
and reflect on the great career you had as a music educator and all the lives you  

affected! You got to live the dream! Now, enjoy your new life and make each and every day your very 
best with your new endeavors. 
 
Congratulations to all the new Board members and the re-elected returning Board members. You will 
find the election results in this newsletter. New members to the Board are: Steve Acciani, Joe Dudek, 
Jennifer Jackson, Jim Wang, and Amy Villanova. Re-elected members in the same or new Board      
position: Jeanne Christensen, Paul Bluto, Mike Gangemi, Duane Otani, and Curt Richardson. Many 
thanks and appreciation goes out to our outgoing Board Members for their incredible service and    
commitment to the mission and vision of the SCSBOA: Dan Methe, Brendan McBrien, Naomi Norwick, 
and Pin Chen. 
 
Thank you for allowing me the honor and privilege to serve the SCSBOA as President for the past four 
years. I would like to thank all of you that have supported the SCSBOA in countless ways. Reflecting 
on my four years as President, I was most amazed by how much this Association does and the     
countless lives it affects. I have always lead from the standpoint that I was a member first, and       
President second. I know Jeanne Christensen, our new President, will do great things with the new 
Board. I know under Jeanne’s incredible leadership, the SCSBOA will continue to grow and expand to 
serve our membership and their students. 
 
I wish all of you the very best this summer and hope you rejuvenate your mind and body to approach 
the Fall with the same excitement and anxious anticipation you did your first year of teaching. Make 
each year your very best year of teaching! 



 
                 Jeanne Christensen, VP-High School Education/President-Elect 

As I reflect on the past two years as VP of High School Honor Groups, which is 
now named High School Education, I am grateful for the opportunity to work 
alongside many passionate educators. To all of you who helped on audition 
weekend, during the conference, or sent students to the honor auditions, thank 
you. To the SCSBOA Board members, you are some of the finest individuals in 
the      business of education. Thank you for allowing me to bring forward ideas 
and make changes to the system of auditions, rehearsals, and the concert. To 
Amy, the managers, and the honor group adjudicators and monitors, thank you 
for your dedication and commitment.  
 
In the past two year we have streamlined the audition process for the high 
school students and have looked for ways to increase attendance at the honor 

concert. Listed below are some of the changes that occurred: 

 
1.  All applications and payments are done online.  
2.  The auditions have two people in the room with the student. A monitor that greets and checks 

in the student at the door and the adjudicator. 
3.  We have current or retired music educators evaluating all of the auditions, as well as being 

monitors. No private teachers are a part of the auditions.  
4.  We are working on getting results of the auditions posted as quickly as possible to allow a 

shorter response time for the student acceptance. With the quicker turnaround of acceptance, 
students will receive their music in a timely manner. 

      5.  The rehearsals for the high school went back to being held during the day at the conference 
 (Friday and Saturday).  This allowed directors and teachers to come watch the guest  
 conductors and their students during the conference.    
      6.  The Honor Concert was held at the hotel site of the Annual Conference this past January. 
 There was a large increase in attendance than in previous years. Changes and additions are 
 still needed, but it was a step in the right direction.  
 
I am excited to see the tradition of wonderful honor ensembles be in good hands with the next VP of 
High School Education and I am proud to work alongside her on the Board over the next two years. 
Congratulations to Amy Villanova! 
 
Thank you for your support!  



 

Dear SCSBOA members, 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s SCSBOA elections. On behalf of the           
nomination committee, we thank the members who ran in the 2019 election. The results of the     
election are listed below: 
 

  
First Vice President 

Steve Acciani 
 

Treasurer 
Duane Otani 

 
VP of Elementary Education 

Jennifer Jackson 
 

VP of Festival Adjudication 
Curt Richardson 

 
VP of High School Education 

Amy Villanova 
 

VP of Jazz Education 
Mike Gangemi 

 
VP of Music Lists 

Paul Bluto 
 

VP of Orchestra Education 
Jim Wang 

 
VP of Parade Adjudication 

Joe Dudek 
 
 
Congratulations to the incoming Board members! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanne Christensen – Nomination Chair 
Scott Domingues, Ami Garvin – Nomination Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
2019 Election Results 



 
Paul Bluto, VP-Music Lists 

I hope this finds you all at the end of another rewarding year of teaching. As I   
finish the second year of my term in this office, it’s time to take a brief look at what 
has been accomplished. With the help of the Music Literature Committee, over 
the past two years we added over 125 new pieces to our SCSBOA Music Lists. 
This year we added an entire new set of both District and Regional festival      
sight-reading music. This new set will now give us a three-year rotation of      
sight-reading music, all added in the last 8 years.  
 
Looking forward, I am honored that you have trusted me with another two years in 
this office. My primary goal in this new term will be to undertake a complete      
review and revision on our entire music lists. We will begin by identifying pieces 
that are no longer in print and evaluate whether they should remain on our active music lists          
database. This is no small project, and will require the assistance of an expanded Music Literature 
Committee, which I will begin recruiting this summer. The end goal of this revision is to make our  
music lists a more relevant and useful tool.  
 
I welcome any ideas from the membership that you feel should be considered as we endeavor on 
this music list revision. In addition, please feel free to contact me with any other ideas you might 
have to improve the services of this office. Have a great summer, rest up, charge up the batteries, 
and make great plans for the 2019-20 school year! 

Congratulations to everyone for completing the school year! I hope you had some 
successes, discovered a few things to do differently in the future, and were able to 
share your passion for music with your students. When I think of summer, I think of 
playing Uber driver for my kids, starting and possibly completing home projects, 
and trying not to let the house become a mess. Seriously though, for me summer is 
a time to discover new works for my groups to perform the upcoming year. There 
hasn’t been a summer that I haven’t discovered a new gem for one of my bands or 
orchestras. Typically I discover a few old pieces and a few new ones that spark my 
interest. I search through “choice” lists from music retailers, publisher websites, and 
simply just google some of my favorite composers to see what’s on their website. 

Consider keeping a page of notes on your phone of potential pieces to order in September. 
 
Another must for summer is getting together with colleagues. I love sitting down with other music 
teachers and shooting the breeze. If you’re like me, the school year is too hectic to do this. Get      
together and trade tips, share crazy classroom stories, and have a Dr. Pepper or two. Most music 
teachers love to share ideas. Perhaps there’s a music teacher that you only know by reputation but 
you’ve always wanted to pick their brain. The SCSBOA website has a directory for that reason. It 
doesn’t hurt to ask. My email is khamilton@lbschools.net, I have 18 years experience teaching   
mostly middle school band and orchestra. If I can be of any assistance to any of you over the      
summer, don’t hesitate to ask!  
 

 
 
 

Kevin Hamilton, VP-Public Information 

mailto:khamilton@lbschools.net


 Jason Marshall, VP-Festivals 

I would like to express my sincerest thanks to all of you who hosted festivals in 
2019.  You have provided a valuable experience for hundreds of schools and 
thousands of student instrumentalists throughout Southern California. Our     
membership benefits directly from the feedback they receive from the adjudication 
process. This experience would not be possible without the many hours of effort 
on your part in the planning and hosting these events. 
 
I have already received the majority of Festival Planning Forms for 2020, but it is 
not too late to submit yours if you wish to continue hosting a festival or if you are a 
considering hosting a festival for the first time.  
 
If you are new to hosting, below is an abbreviated timeline to help guide you through the process. 
As always, please feel free to call or email me if you have questions.   
 

Festival Host Timeline: 
 
1.   To get started, go to: scsboa.org  > Festivals   
 
2.   Scroll down to: Festival Manuals/Guides 
 
3.   Select either Solo/Ensemble or Band & Orchestra 
 
4.   On the last page of each guide is a 2020 Festival Planning Form 
 
5.   Complete this form and send it back to the VP of Festivals as soon as possible. 
 
6.   In August, you will be sent a tentative schedule of festival events as well as a host contract.  
 At    this time, verify that your requested dates and contact information are correct, complete 
 the Festival Host Contract for 2020, and send to the VP of Festivals no later than October 1, 
 2019.  
 
7.   You may now begin planning your event following the guidelines in the host manuals. 
 
Have a wonderful summer!  

scsboa.org%20%20%3e%20Festivals


 
Pin Chen, VP-Orchestra Education 

Get ready for summer! Before you take off, take some time to make sure your 
instruments are taken care of: 

 String instruments are more susceptible to extreme humidity and            
temperature. Find out what the temperature and humidity control situation in 
your room is during the summer and make arrangements. Will the air     
conditioning work in your room over the summer? If not, you may need to 
talk to maintenance and/or admin to turn it on so that the temperature 
doesn’t get too hot. Is it particularly dry in your area? You may need a large 
humidifier for the room to prevent the instruments from cracking. 

 Time to clean and polish those instruments! Have stubborn rosin residue 
stuck on your instruments? Use some denatured alcohol and apply using a 
microfiber cloth. Finish up with some polish such as Fiddle Bright. 

 Have minor knicks and scratches on your edges? Use some furniture marker to color the exposed 
wood, then apply some shellac with a brush to help keep the wood from chipping or fraying       
further. 

 Take all bows out of cases and store upright in a poster tube to help prevent bow bugs from     
eating at your bows all summer. 

Mark Your Calendars: String Day 2019 is Saturday, September 14th! 

Thank you all for the honor of serving you as the VP of Orchestra Education over the last two years. I 
have enjoyed meeting many of you through String Day and at the Conference, and I am so             
encouraged to see that string education is alive and well in much of Southern California. I would have 
loved to serve another term, but timing-wise, I need to focus on my school program with big changes 
happening up ahead and on giving my best to the SCSBOA Middle School Honor String Orchestra 
rather than splitting my time. I hope to see you all at the conference and honor concerts in January, 
and I look forward to serving you all again soon! 

To the Board members I have served with this year and last, thank you all for your support and      
confidence in me in my first term on the Board. It was a pleasure to serve with you, and I hope to 
work with you all again in the near future. Congrats and best wishes to Jim Wang, our new VP of   
Orchestra Education! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
In Memoriam 

James Joseph Banim 
1945-2019 

 
James Joseph Banim (Jim) taught for 3 years at Alhambra High School, then moved to Torrance to 
become the Band Director at West High School in 1979, where he stayed until his retirement in 2008. 
His long career was filled with honors, awards and recognitions including Teacher of the Year 
awards, countless Superior ratings at music festivals, and performances in the Macy’s and            
Philadelphia Thanksgiving Parades and Rose Parades.   Jim was a long time active member of the 
SCSBOA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Eric Hammer  
1951-2019 

 
Dr. Eric Hammer served 26 years as Director of Bands and Professor of Music Education at          
University of the Pacific Conservatory of Music in Stockton, California. He lead the Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble and University Concert Band. Additionally, Dr. Hammer maintained an active calendar of 
guest conducting, clinics, and adjudication throughout the nation.   He was the conductor for the 
SCSBOA Honor Wind Ensemble in 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Samuel Andress   
1978-2019 

 
Dr. Samuel Andress was the founding director of the Los Osos High School Band, Orchestra & Color 
Guard Program, the co-founder of the Rancho Cucamonga Community Band, the director of the 
Southern California Ambassadors of Music and the Concert Band Conductor at the University of  
California, Riverside.  In the past, he served on the SCSBOA Board of Directors and was a current 
member of the Field Adjudication Steering Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 

Clifford Francis Keating    
1948-2019 

 
Clifford was a musician and educator, retiring in 2010 after 33 years of teaching elementary school 
band in the Jurupa Unified School District where he was named Teacher of the Year in 2010. He   
received the Veteran Teacher award in 2007 from the Southern California School Band and           
Orchestra Association and was a trumpet instructor at the Claremont Community School of Music for 
more than 40 years.    



 

 

2019 Scholarship Recipients 

 

2019 SCSBOA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

 Alison Washburn—San Diego State University 
 

 Allie Van Slochteren—Western Oregon University 

 
 Remy Gilboe—University of Southern California 

 
 Melody Franco—Covina High School 

 
 Timmy Dinger—Temescal Canyon High School 

 
 Dennis Posey—Taft Union High School 

 

 
 

HLM SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

 ThuyPhuong Vo—Santiago High School 
 

 Juliana Judge—San Marino High School 
 
 



 

Greetings from the Jazz Corner! 
 
I would like to thank the membership and the Board for helping to make my first 
term as VP for Jazz Education a memorable one.  The two years I have spent 
serving the membership in this capacity has been incredibly fulfilling, and I have 
enjoyed working with so many wonderful people while providing the best       
possible conference sessions and honor group conductors I can think of, and I 
hope you have enjoyed the ride.  Thank you so much for re-electing me to this 
position.  I am confident that I will be able to provide the best for all of you while 
constantly re-evaluating and improving on what I did during my first term.  It is a 
true honor to serve as your Jazz Education VP, and I’m looking forward to    
seeing what the next term has in store. 

 
I have been working on conference sessions with “Team Jazz”, and we have a wide array of         
wonderful information for anyone who wants to spend the weekend in the jazz room! 
 
The conductors and managers for the 2020 Honor Jazz Bands are as follows: 
 
Jazz All Stars (9-12) 
Mike Kamuf, Director (Composer/Arranger) 
Dennis Crystal, Manager (Newbury Park High School) 
 
Jazz Ambassadors (9-12) 
David Beatty, Director (Azusa Pacific University) 
Maurice Limon, Manager (Gladstone High School) 
 
Honor Jazz Band (6-9) 
Brad Davis, Director (Esperanza High School) 
Daniel Cook, Manager (Adolfo Camarillo High School) 
 
We will continue to use the same membership requirements as 2019 where 9th grade students can 
audition for either the 9-12 bands OR the 6-9 band.  More information will be available when the    
applications go live later this summer. 
 
Lastly, if you are planning on hosting a jazz festival next year and you want the information posted on 
the SCSBOA website, please fill out this short form.  I will compile all information and send it to Amy 
in the coming weeks. 
 
https://goo.gl/forms/E0vMHpZiSap1gdw02 
 
As always, if there is anything I can do for you, please do not hesitate to contact me at                
mgangemi@scsboa.org 

Mike Gangemi, VP-Jazz Education 

https://goo.gl/forms/E0vMHpZiSap1gdw02
mailto:mgangemi@scsboa.org


 

Congratulations, you have made it through another school year!  I hope you had a 
productive year filled with quality musical and educational experiences for your 
students. Now that the Parade season is over, it is a good time to reevaluate what 
went well and the areas that you would like to improve on. It is also a good time to 
prepare for next year and to set up a tentative calendar. 
 
Have you picked your march?  Once we are beyond our Spring performances it is 
a great time to read through marches for the Fall and make some decisions. While 
there are many variables that might affect your instrumentation for next year, you 
can still focus on the fundamentals of music that are included in the march: Tone, 
intonation, rhythm, balance, articulations, clarity, phrasing and precision.  I hope 

you will take time at the end of the year to reinforce these concepts with your students by reading 
various marches. 
 
The Parade Adjudication Committee met on May 19, 2019. We approved the following High School 
marches for Parade. All of these marches are currently in print and available for purchase. The       
approved High School marches are:  
 

Pride of Kaiser Steel: Bluto 
Shield of Honor: Bluto 
The Centurion: Martyn 

Powhatan's Daughter: Sousa 
A Santa Cecelia's Day: arr. Chuck Elledge 

A Slavic Farewell: Vasilij Agapkin arr: Bourgeuis 
 
On behalf of the PAC, I would we would like to wish you a healthy, happy and restful Summer        
vacation filled with family and friends.  We will look forward to seeing you in the Fall! 

Curt Richardson, VP-Parade Adjudication 



 

Elementary Honor Groups:  In 2020 the Elementary Concert will be on Sunday, 
January 19th.  SCSBOA is expanding the Conference by offering three sessions 
in the morning which emphasize topics that are of special interest to those who 
teach at the elementary level.   
 
Rehearsals will be on the previous Saturday and Sunday, January 11th and 12th.  
Saturday will have a morning and afternoon session with sectionals.  Sunday will 
be afternoon only.  By moving the Elementary Concert to Sunday, the conductors 
will be able to have a full rehearsal prior to the concert.   
 
Conductors for 2020 are for Band, Steve Graves (Lexington JHS – Anaheim 
HSD) and for Orchestra Gary Hung, Elementary Specialist with Placentia-Yorba 

Linda USD.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’d like to thank all of you for giving me this pleasure to serve as VP of Middle School/Elementary 
these last two years.  It is exciting that the number of students auditioning and participating in the   
elementary honor ensembles increased both years.  I hope that the progressive etude helped you 
prepare your students for the audition. It’s been an honor and privilege to serve and now the position 
transitions to Elementary Education.   
 
I want to thank the many coaches and of course our managers, Annette Betts and Rudy Silva, for 
making these two years such a positive and memorable experience for the students.   I also enjoyed 
carpooling with fellow Long Beach teachers Kevin Hamilton and Melissa Palmer to the monthly Board 
meetings.  I plan on improving my efforts at retirement yet I’m one who still enjoys being involved in 
music education.   
 
 
 

SCSBOA PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 2019 
JANUARY 16-19, 2020 

OC HYATT, GARDEN GROVE CA 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 

Naomi Norwick, VP –Elementary Education 



 

MIDDLE SCHOOL DIRECTORS MUST READ!!!   
NEW!!  2019-2020 Middle School Audition Information.   

 
I hope everyone is having a wonderful Summer Break!  We are trying a new   method to 
reach and find talented All-Southern Middle School Honor Group musicians.  A detailed 
video instruction will be posted this summer to the SCSBOA website for students, parents 
and teachers to watch.  Below is a quick outline version of what to expect.  Stay Tuned!   
 
Google Audition Form 
 1.  Students will submit the Audition Form via the SCSBOA Website. 
 
 2.  Students will attach their video audition to the audition form. 
 
  a.  Each instrument will be given it’s own “submission button”. 
 
  b.  Students will ONLY be allowed to submit one video at a time per instrument. 
 
  c.  Each audition (ex. picc/flute) would be separate audition applications AND fees. 
 
 3.  Submit form and fee. 
 
Student Video Submission 
 1.  Students will record the audition scales and excerpts consecutively all in one take. 
 
  a.  Students are NOT allowed to cut and paste scales and excerpts separately. 
 
 2.  Video files must be HEVC, MPEG-4. or a compatible video format only.   
 
 3.  A video “instructions” on best tips for a quality recording and “how to” submission will be provided 
     on the website next to the Audition Form.  
 
 4.  Instruct the students to keep a copy of the video file. 
 
Audition Process 
 1.  ROUND ONE- Video Audition 
 
  a.  One or two adjudicators will be called for each instrument.   
 
  b.  Adjudicator(s) will watch and listen to all the video submissions and rank performers (1 - ??). 
 
  c.  Depending on the number of students we are accepting for each ensemble students will be 
       notified and called back to return for a live audition. 
 
  d.  A room monitor is not needed. 
 
 2.  ROUND TWO - Live Audition 
 
  a.  Same process as past auditions.   
 
  b.  Will have different adjudicator.   
 
  c.  At the end of the live audition students will be assigned into an ensemble or be an alternate.   
 
  d.  Live audition will have sight-reading.  Sight-reading will be the actual excerpts ensembles will be 
       performing. 
 
  e.  Students have an option to return and pick up their music after results are posted that day. 
 
   i.  A schedule will be created with designated pick up times. 

Yeon Choi,  VP-Middle School Education 



 

    
 
 Wow! 17,708 Medals, Pins, Patches and Stickers were sent to all of 
our Festival Hosts during the 2019 season! 6,846 items were sold. 
Thank you to all who supported our Association through our festival 
medals and awards fundraiser. 
 

The SCSBOA Board has awarded our 2019 scholarships to the following          
students: 
 

The SCSBOA Membership Scholarship 
                                Available to children of SCSBOA members 
 
 
  Remy Gilboe - Gregg Gilboe and Sandy Gilboe, members  
  Alison Washburn - Jo Anita Washburn, member  
  Timmy Dinger - Jeannine Dinger, member  
  Dennis Posey - Amanda Posey, member  
  Allie Van Slochteren - Cathy Olinger, member  
  Melody Franco - Daniel Franco, member 
 
 

The Honorary Life Member Continuing Education Scholarship  
Awarded to a high school senior(s) who will continue to study music as a music education major 
 
  ThuyPhuong Vo - Kent Lam, member  
  Juliana Judge - Shota Horikawa, member 
 

 
Did you know you can view stories of our Honorary Life Members? Please visit our 
website, scsboa.org 
 
Here is our 2018 recipient story  
2018 Nancy Robinson (pictured on the left of Cathy Olinger, HLM 2013) 
 
Nancy Robinson taught instrument music at Grant Middle School in Escondido        
Elementary School District and also at Amelia Earhart Middle School in Riverside  

Unified School District. She is a graduate of San Diego State University and Southern Oregon      
University. 
 
Nancy served the SCSBOA as Festival, Parade and Field Tournament host, Solo and Ensemble host 
and conference clinician. She held the Board positions of VP Music Lists and VP Festivals and also 
conducted the Middle and Elementary School All Southern honor bands. Nancy currently serves the 
SCSBOA as Festival Head Judge. She is known for her service to the SCSBOA and for                 
understanding younger bands. 
                         

                                  
 
 

Jeri Webb, VP-Medals & Awards 

scsboa.org
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