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President
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We have reached the end of another incredible 

school year. The word “incredible” can be 

thought of as both positive or otherwise. I’d 

like to think most of the year has been much 

more positive than negative. Students came 

back to school in person and they wanted to be 

a part of the experience. From there, we 

learned, played together, figured out classroom 

etiquette once again, and performed. It was 

great. I tend to move past the bumps in the 

road pretty quickly. We had plenty of 

“potholes” this year, but we are moving 

forward. I am teaching those who want to be a 

part of the program and encouraging others to 

give it a try. I hope your year ends on a 

positive note.

What comes next for our Association? Our first 

SCSBOA Social! If you are in town and would 

like to say hello to other members, then come 

to Hangar 24 in Irvine on Saturday, May 28. 

This will be a casual gathering for everyone, so 

feel free to bring the family. It will be great to 

see everyone once again. 

To all who are retiring, 

CONGRATULATIONS! You have paved the 

way for so many of us and we say, “THANK 

YOU”! You deserve our appreciation and 

thanks for your years of service to music 

education. This has not been the easiest last 

couple of years, but because of educators like 

you, music has stayed the course for thousands 

of students in Southern California. I hope you 

have a wonderful retirement! 

To everyone who has completed this year of 

teaching, CONGRATULATIONS! Relax this 

summer and recharge. Take care of yourself. 

We need to do this to be at our best when the 

school year starts back up once again. 

Finally, I’d like to the thank the Board of 

Directors and Amy Mack who have taken on 

once again an unimaginable year. These hard-

working volunteer educators are the backbone 

of our Association. I am grateful for all of their 

perseverance and dedication. We have a great 

upcoming year planned for everyone. Be sure 

to invite other instrumental professionals to 

SCSBOA. Everyone makes a difference when 

we are able to work together. 

Jeanne Christensen
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Duane Otani

We are excited to announce the return of our 

annual SCSBOA Professional Development 

Conference in 2023! The conference will run 

from January 20, 2023 to January 22, 2023 at 

the Hyatt Regency Orange County. You will 

have the opportunity to register for the 

conference when you renew your membership 

beginning July 1 or any time throughout the 

fall.

New to the conference in 2023, we will be 

moving the membership banquet to the 

evening. As always, the membership banquet is 

included as part of your conference registration 

fee. In addition, we also plan to offer other 

meals throughout the conference. We have 

secured a nightly room rate of $179 and hope 

that you will consider joining us for the weekend 

to enjoy the conference sessions and honor 

ensemble performances.

We are aware that the preference of our 

membership is to have a consolidated weekend 

where the conference and honor ensembles occur 

simultaneously. One of the benefits of returning 

to our pre-pandemic conference format is having 

all honor groups rehearsing and performing 

under one roof on the same weekend. We are 

optimistic that we will be able to make that 

happen in 2023.

The SCSBOA Board of Directors is composed of 

volunteer music educators just like you. It is our 

goal to make sure that the conference supports 

and reflects the needs of our members in their 

classrooms Please feel free to email me if you 

ever have any session topics that you would like 

to see presented at the conference.

We look forward to sharing more information 

about the 2023 conference over the next few 

months. Please feel free to contact me at 

1stvp@scsaboa.org if you have any questions 

about the conference. See you in January 2023!

1st Vice President

mailto:1stvp@scsaboa.org
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Ray Llewellyn

Hello fellow music educators. Wow! It has been 

quite a year of transition for all of us as we

came back not knowing what things would

look or even sound like musically. I hope you 

all have been finding success with your music 

students as we come to the end of this school 

year as you do those ‘oh so important’ end of 

the year concert performances. In the district I 

teach, we were able to bring back live music at 

all levels and it has been truly music to our 

ears hearing the students learn, play and 

perform again. I wish the best for you and 

your students as well!

As we look ahead to next year and a more

normal schedule of events for the SCSBOA, I

hope you will consider having your students

audition for our elementary honor groups. 

Remember, elementary honor groups 

auditions will be audio submitted for 2023 

aligning with All-State and our own middle 

school and high school honor group audition 

practices. Also we will be keeping to a 

traditional early December due date for 

audition submissions. The audition materials 

for next year are now posted on the SCSBOA 

website so members may get a head start with 

their students on audition preparation. As I 

mentioned in last month’s article, we have two 

outstanding music educators set to conduct 

our elementary honor band and string 

orchestra and I have assembled a great team 

of managers to lead these groups next year.

We continue to work hard to make sure that 

the elementary honor groups will have a 

prominent performance slot at next year’s

conference in January 2023 and we will soon 

be able to announce the site for our elementary 

honor rehearsals which will be the weekend 

before the conference.

Thanks to all who reached out with your

interest in being an auditioner and/or coach for 

the honor groups. We are working to fill those 

positions. If you are still interested in filling 

one of those positions on the elementary honor 

groups team, please email me at 

elementary@scsboa.org and let me know. As I 

mentioned in my last newsletter article, we are 

always looking for dedicated music educators 

to assist with these groups. And as someone 

who has managed honor groups for the 

SCSBOA since 1998, I can tell you, you will get

so much out of working with fellow music

educators and these talented conductors and 

students. I know I have over the years! It is 

always a great experience for everyone 

involved! I look forward to possibly hearing 

from you!

Remember to look for the audition materials in

on the website! Stay well and I hope to see you 

at one of the social events the SCSBOA Board 

has planned for us soon!

mailto:elementary@scsboa.org


Membership
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Andy Magana

SCSBOA, in its 85th year, continues to be 

the strongest provider of leadership and 

support of instrumental music education in 

Southern California. To thrive for 85 years, 

our Association has had to adapt with the 

new trends in education and the new 

demands required by the changing worlds 

our students live in. As a board member who 

has served in both 2002 and 2022, and a 

member since 1986, I have seen this 

Association not only keep up with the times, 

but also help to define them. Witnessing the 

adaptability of our Association's 

adjudication, tournament and festival 

experiences over the past two years is a 

perfect example of what this Association is 

all about. Service to the students and 

teachers. That really is the focus. Our Board 

continues to ask; how can SCSBOA continue 

to offer the best experiences for our students 

and meaningful and relevant support to our 

teachers. Let’s make sure we keep this 

Association strong for another 85 years or 

more, by renewing your membership on July 

1 for the 22-23 school year.

LET’S GET TOGETHER

Do you have plans for the first day of your 

Memorial Day Weekend? What better way 

to celebrate the weekend and the arrival of 

summer than to finally meet together and 

celebrate the end of the school year. Join us 

for a special SCSBOA Social Event at 

Hangar 24 in Irvine, CA. We will meet for a 

“no-host” event for food, drink and 

socializing starting at 2 PM. Hangar 24 

provides a great outdoor area where we can 

gather. It is a family friendly venue. Hangar 

24 is located in between a business office 

complex so you can’t spot it from the street. 

Make your way to 17877 Van Karman in 

Irvine, park in the gated lot out front (free 

with validation) and you’ll find the Taproom 

and Restaurant just a short walk into the 

complex. Hope to see you there!
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Festival Adjudication

In the coming year, we want to encourage 

those members to return to adjudication. In 

addition, we would love to add to the 

adjudication pool, and will be implementing 

a new adjudication trial process so we can 

evaluate and approve new adjudicators early 

on in the festival season. Speaking from 

personal experience, there is much to be 

learned about your own band after a day 

spent listening to 10 – 20 other bands! It is 

professional development. 

When you eventually get around to planning 

next year, start planning for your festival 

experience early. Remember that festival is a 

time to celebrate what your band can do, not 

to stress over music they haven’t been able to 

adequately prepare, so choose your repertoire 

wisely. Also make sure to get your dates 

approved and on your school’s calendar early. 

When the time comes, you and your students 

will be prepared to perform, the logistics will 

be worked out, and you and your students 

can look forward to a fun day.

Steve Graves

By now many of you will be close to the end 

of this very challenging school year, if not 

already done.  Before you slip completely into 

“vacation mode”, I’d encourage you to take 

time to reflect on your year. Chances are, 

most will think about the challenges they 

faced, but I would like you to focus on what 

you were able to accomplish. What semblance 

of normalcy were you able to bring back to 

your program?  Which students shined the 

most in the face of adverse conditions? 

It is human nature when assessing life 

situations to focus more our mistakes, rather 

than our successes. Many of you might point 

out that this can often seem to be the focus of 

adjudicator commentary to your band, and I 

won’t disagree with you. As band and 

orchestra directors, it is our daily concern to 

evaluate our students’ progress through 

assessing performance competency daily. 

Many of us will see student progress as a list 

of things to be checked off (and there’s 

nothing wrong with that), but how often do 

we look back and celebrate what they’ve 

already accomplished?  As peer adjudicators, 

it is not unusual to follow the same pattern. 

It is my hope to challenge our adjudicators 

next year to focus on recognizing 

achievement equally along with their 

suggestions for improving future 

performances. Training sessions at our 

winter conference will focus on improving 

this and other aspects of our adjudication 

process. Your feedback on commentary and 

clinics has been valuable in helping us to 

assess and improve our process, and in the 

coming year, you will find the use of a Google 

form for feedback to be much easier than the 

current method.

This past year we were challenged by having 

many of our currently teaching adjudicators 

unavailable due to either the lack of 

substitutes, or the need for them to spend 

more time with their own programs making 

up for time lost during the pandemic. 

Festival Adjudication, continued…
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Susie Marin

The end of the school year always brings 

mixed feelings. Like most high school band 

directors, we are bombarded with opposing 

feelings such as sadness to see our seniors 

leave, but happy to see them continue their 

journey in life. Like most of you, I am 

exhausted from a full year of competitions, 

performances, festivals, and numerous 

events, but at the same time I am energized 

and excited for the prospects of a new 

marching band season. I am anxious to get to 

work with the new students and continue to 

rebuild the program after a crazy year of 

COVID, but only after a long nap!

I’d like to thank the members of the FASC 

for their work this year: VP of Field Susie 

Marin, FASC: Anthony Bailey, Zachary 

Christy, Darnella Davidson, Ken Gammie, 

Pete Jackson, Amy Mack, Austin Rico, Eric 

Samson, Omar Vidana , and John Vorwald. 

This amazing group of educators have been 

hard at work making improvements and 

plans for Field 2022.

Some of those improvements include:

Common registration with a common entry 

fee. This makes registration easy, fast, and 

done all online.

Move to Competition Suite and digital 

adjudication.

Expanding the judging pool with more 

highly-qualified judges. This includes out of 

area judges.

Professional Development opportunities, 

focused on field marching band. Please 

register for the Field Symposium on June 4 

at Etiwanda High School. 

https://forms.gle/imgixMQbVhWaPmRq6

Re-working of the percussion adjudication 

sheet to improve evaluations.

General Guidelines for Field 2022:

• All directors must register for Competition 

Suite; once you have created your 

Competition Suite account you can register 

for shows. Use this link for instructions: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eLNY0

ldTmpbbSh-

YgjVot60VM6Oa2cfyvQkl6xmXeBw/edit?us

p=sharing

• Entry Fee for each show is $325 payable to 

SCSBOA, through Competition Suite. You 

may pay online, via credit card, or you can 

choose to invoice your school program. Show 

hosts may charge an additional facility fee, 

payable directly to the show host program.

• Registration is open and as you register you 

can view all who have registered for that 

show.

• SCSBOA will continue with a 5 minute 

minimum and an 11 minute maximum show 

timing requirement. This is to assist schools 

that are still recovering from COVID.

• Pending the outcome of the questionnaire in 

Competition Suite, numbers for each division 

may be adjusted. Through the online 

registration, directors can easily adjust their 

division, with no penalty up to September 15.

• 2 show minimum is required to apply for 

championships.

• SCSBOA will return to a full panel for 2022. 

This includes 2 Music Performance, 2 

General Effect (same sheet as 2021), 1 Visual 

Performance, 1 Auxiliary, and 1 Percussion 

Adjudicator.

This is an exciting time for the Marching Arts 

and I look forward to seeing you all on the 

track!

Field Adjudication continued…

https://forms.gle/imgixMQbVhWaPmRq6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eLNY0ldTmpbbSh-YgjVot60VM6Oa2cfyvQkl6xmXeBw/edit?usp=sharing
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High School Education, continued…
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Amy Villanova

High School Education

.

Just an aside- you never know what sparks 

inspiration for a student to jump into music 

full force. I credit my first mid-summer 

“optional” rehearsal as the moment that 

hooked me, the summer between middle 

school and high school. Looking back, we all 

know what those early summer rehearsals 

might have sounded like, but it was such a 

powerful visceral experience for me, and it 

was “all in” after that. You are making 

amazing memories, starting students down 

paths to learn more about themselves and 

their art, every day.

I hope to see you and raise a glass this 

Saturday at the SCSBOA Social! Have a 

great summer!

How many times will you repeat Pomp and 

Circumstance? Each one brings you closer to 

summer! Congratulations to you all! I hope 

that your summer is refreshing, inspiring, 

and allows you to connect to the things that 

bring you joy!

For those of you who are already getting 

excited about next year’s opportunities, I am 

THRILLED to announce our conductors for 

the 2023 High School Honor Groups and 

share preliminary information. More 

information will be available as we start 

school in the fall, but I know some of you 

have students who are ready to prepare for 

their next challenge!

Who: Leading our Symphony Orchestra will 

be our very own Angela Woo, and returning 

to in-person directing will be Dr. Dustin Barr 

for our Wind Ensemble and Dr. Gregory 

Whitmore for our Symphonic Band. If you 

remember, Dr. Barr and Dr. Whitmore 

directed our online honor groups deep in the 

pandemic. We have a deep well of local talent 

to celebrate this next honor group cycle.

When: Jan 19-22, 2023. Online Auditions 

will be due on Dec. 1, 2022

Where: the SCSBOA Conference! Hyatt 

Regency Orange County- we’re BACK!!

Things to know now: At the time of this 

publication, the string excerpts have not 

been posted yet, but the new set of 

winds/percussion requirements have been 

posted on the SCSBOA website. Please note 

that the clarinet solo has been shortened, 

and the trumpet solo has been changed, so 

don’t just go off an old list! We anticipate a 

string update in the near future-as soon as 

CODA settles the All-State excerpts. 

All the winds/string/percussion parts and 

instructions will align with the All-State 

requirements as usual, and this year the 

deadlines will be the same as well. Please 

note that while the systems look very 

similar, they do not cross over, so you will 

have to submit your All-Southern and All-

State information separately. Our rehearsals 

and concerts will take place at the SCSBOA 

Conference in January, and we welcome 

teachers to come watch these wonderful 

conductors shape their ensembles.

String Education

Jim Wang

"Jim Wang was unable to submit an article by the deadline."



115/25/2022

Joe Dudek

Parade Adjudication

.

Wow, what a bitter/sweet school year 

2021/22 has been! It was amazing that we 

were able to get back to teaching and 

performing face to face (some later than 

others) and at the same time we continue to 

suffer through the difficulties of trying to 

rebuild our programs.  I hope we are all able 

to take some time this summer to relax, 

reflect, and refocus our energy for the next 

chapter.

On the Parade Deck, our Parade 

Adjudication Committee (PAC) will have a 

packed agenda for our June meeting.  Here 

are a few items we will tackle:

1) We will evaluate 3 marches that are 

proposed for addition to the parade list.

2) We will discuss the time line of 

implementing the new music sheet 

(more on this to follow).

3) We will need to decide if the music list 

accommodations we put in place for last 

year will continue for another year. 

4) We will decide the fate of the Show 

Band class for the upcoming season.  

5) We will pick up a tabled discussion 

regarding the repeated sections of 

marches that are not identified with 

1st/2nd endings. 

6) We will plan an agenda for “Parade 

Day” set for late Aug/early Sept.

Keep an eye on the tentative 2022-23 

Parade/Band Review schedule; it will 

continue to be updated on the website.  As of 

today, I am very happy to report that we 

have restored many of our traditional events.  

The schedule as of today can be found on the 

next page!

10/1 - Tustin Tiller Parade 

10/8 - Placentia Heritage Parade 

10/15 – Norwalk Arturo Sanchez Halloween 

Parade

10/29 - Loara Band Review

10/29 - Mt Carmel Parade

11/5 - Chino Band Review

11/5 - Mira Mesa Band Review

11/12 – Martin Luther King Band Review

11/19 - Arcadia Band Review

12/3 – Baldwin Park Parade

12/10 - Pomona Christmas Parade

12/10 – Camarillo Christmas Parade

12/10 - Perris Valley Parade

12/11 - Chatsworth Christmas Parade

3/4/2023 – Laguna Beach Patriot’s Day Parade

3/25/2023 – Swallow’s Day Parade

I hope the end of your school year is 

educational and rewarding; may your summer 

be restful and restorative!

Congratulations on a fulfilling year!

Parade adjudication, continued…



125/25/2022

Yeon Choi

Middle School Education

.

Congratulations for surviving through and 

completing the year of making great music 

with students throughout Southern 

California.  Rather it was with masks, 

without masks, indoors, outdoors, 3-ft apart, 

6-ft apart, air filters, PPE’s, DIY PPE’s, 

praying no-student-gets-sick-on-the-day-of-

the-concert, etc, bottom line is, you 

SURVIVED! 

This year, the majority of us saw how 

important our classes are to the minds and 

souls for our students.  It gave us time to 

reflect and look back on what the most 

important aspect of music education is.  

Simply playing beautiful music together with 

friends while learning life lessons! 

With that said, I want to say, THANK YOU!!  

It has been an honor and privilege serving as 

the VP of Middle School Education these 

past four years. Thank you for your 

confidence in my leadership during my 

tenure.

Mark your 2022 -2023 Calendar

·      2023 Middle School Band & Orchestra 

Auditions Sheet Music are posted now 

SCSBOA website.

·      Online Middle School Band & Orchestra 

Auditions Submission Deadline December 1

·      Middle School Honor Band & Orchestra 

Rehearsal

o   January 14 & 15, 2022 @ Woodbridge HS, 

Irvine 9AM – 4 PM

·      Middle School Honor Band & Orchestra 

Concert

o   January 21 @ SCSBOA Conference –

String Orchestra & Full Orchestra

o   January 22 @ SCSBOA Conference –

Symphonic Band 



Secretary
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Cathy Olinger

It’s safe to say that 2020 – 2022 will be two of the 

most challenging years in our careers.  It is also 

safe to say that music educators and students 

are resilient.  The value and importance for 

music education in Southern California did not 

waiver.  

The past two years has reminded us as to why 

we went into the music education field in the 

first place. It’s time to celebrate all that was 

accomplished this past season and all that is 

right in music education!

Bravo and Congratulations! We celebrate 

the 2021 – 2022 season:

• Overwhelming participation and success of 

in-person SCSBOA Field Tournaments, 

Championships, Parades, Festivals, Honor 

Group rehearsals, and Honor Group 

concerts. 

• Recognition to the 2022 Award Recipient 

nominations for their exemplary service to 

SCSBOA and dedication to music education 

throughout Southern California. Enjoy this 

short video presentation acknowledging the 

2022 SCSBOA Awards Recipients 

SCSBOA 2022 Awards Presentation

• SCSBOA Scholarships are available to 

graduating seniors ‘Class of 2022’ nominated 

by SCSBOA members as their school music 

director, private teacher, parent and/or 

guardian – due Friday June 3, 2022

SCSBOA Scholarship Application

• SCSBOA Class of 2022 Scholarship recipients 

to be announced in June

SAVE THE DATE!

Celebrating 85 years of SCSBOA’s rich 

tradition of music education at the Annual

SCSBOA 2023 Professional Growth 

Conference at the Orange County Hyatt 

Regency 

Friday, January 20 – Sunday, January 22, 

2023

But don’t wait until the Conference in January 

to celebrate.  Please join us at the SCSBOA no-

host Social Gathering on May 28 at the Hanger 

24 in Irvine at 2:00 PM!

Enjoy a well-deserved relaxing and refreshing 

summer!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jwVEQkUvs1GTyEJ8sC8oe7BN2TE8sk54/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1bN0utV3ftwxzH_lRvi5ePR2cnqaLuXiF0c64YSbtKls/edit

