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Jeanne Christensen, President
I was curious to see what I wrote one year ago for my April 2020 newsletter. My opening statement
was, “Each day I keep wondering “what’s next?”. Schools across CA have been closed due to COVID19. Just a few weeks ago I said to my students, “I’ll see you after spring break. It’s only three weeks
away” and off they went.” Here I am one year later and feeling hopeful after 13 months of online
teaching. This past week my school district, San Diego Unified, began the hybrid model of online and
simultaneous teaching and learning. Wow, I’m tired! It was great to see the first few students walk
through the door and to hear the first sounds of music being played once again. It made me
emotional. If your school district is not quite ready to open just yet, hang in there. It’s been a tough
year and we have all felt the impact of not being in person. When the time comes for you to see your
students, know that you’ll appreciate seeing them even more than ever before. I’ll warn you now,
they literally have grown several inches over this past year!
Every music educator has been navigating this new landscape of education with either online teaching, hybrid teaching,
and for some in-person teaching. Whichever model you are in, or have been through, there’s a new vocabulary of terms.
Some terms we will keep and some we will happily close the door on. Either way, you have made the shift, or should I say
pivot, with your teaching. We have remained grounded in our belief that music education is essential to the lives of all of
our students.
SCSBOA has continued to offer our members support throughout this year. We have hosted virtual meetings to share
ideas with one another, had mini professional development conferences, town hall meetings to collaborate about the fall
marching season, and have continued our wonderful tradition of the All-Southern Honor Groups.
Congratulations to each of you for making it through one of the most challenging periods in our history. We are not
through all of this just yet, but we are closer to finding some normalcy. Change has happened in our classrooms across the
many regions we represent as an association. We have changed together to lend support. We have adapted to each of our
own situations in the classroom and we have found our strengths and our weaknesses along the way. The ups and downs
of this school year will long be remembered. Together we have become stronger for supporting one another and we will
continue to look to the future of music education with conviction and intent for our not only our profession, but most
importantly, for our students.
I am grateful to the SCSBOA Board of Directors for all of their time, energy, and inspiration they have given during these
unprecedented times. Each Board member brings their own perspective and they all come from diverse backgrounds of
teaching. Some of our Board members have been teaching for a few years and some are veterans with over 30+ years in
the field of music education. If you ever have a question or just want to chat, please reach out to one of us. Along with the
Board, I’d like to thank the steering committees for their countless hours of making plans and then quickly changing plans
to adapt to what this school year held. Teachers, whether current or retired, have always adapted to change. This year
proved we are a resilient profession.
Over the next coming months and years, our music programs will rebuild and reshape how we do things. Change can be
good when it is meant to make something better. It is essential we continue to support, motivate, and encourage one
another, so we can give our best to our students. Students come to class, in whatever format we have, for us. We matter
in their lives now more than ever.
Take care and I wish you well in these last few weeks of school.

A Story from the SCSBOA Office...
On occasion, the office will receive an email or phone call
requesting info on honor group recordings from previous decades
or recaps from long ago events. A few days ago, I received an
email asking if the SCSBOA might be interested in a festival medal
from 1945. WOW! 1945...and immediately I responded with a
grateful yes and thank you! A few days later, a package arrived.
And it is a priceless memory of the incredible organization that the
SCSBOA truly is. In a time-worn blue box held together with rubber
bands was a festival medal (definitely enlarge this page to see the
detail!), a copy of the high school senior who was the proud owner,
a page of her diary as a ten year old (mentioning her violin lesson
at school February 15, 1937) and a letter from her daughter Susan Miller. Susan writes,
“My mom was very musical. From an early age, she would tell her parents what note it was! She
played the violin, but in high school she thought it would be fun to be in
the marching band. The marching band teacher (who knew she played
violin) asked what she played and she said drum (thinking the bass drum
would be easy enough…). He handed her a snare drum!”
After graduating from Long Beach Polytechnic HS in 1945, Dorothy
Rushton went on to play violin at Long Beach City College and ultimately
graduated from Long Beach State College. She taught in the Long Beach
USD for thirty years and as her daughter says, “she traveled the world and
died in 2013 after living a full life.”
What makes this medal unique? For that matter, what makes this story so interesting? We know from
history (yes, I was a history major!) that 1945 was a brutal time not only in America but the entire world. A
horrific final year of the second world war, uncountable deaths, and ultimately a light of hope. In some
ways, we can empathize with the fear and uncertainty having dealt with the worst pandemic in history. No
doubt, Dorothy’s senior year in high school was not as she envisioned similar to that of which graduating
seniors of the classes of 2020 and 2021 have and are facing. Yet somehow through all the darkness,
students didn’t give up on their music. They didn’t give up on their dreams. Music gave them the
motivation to keep moving forward toward the light. More important, music educators, the holders of the
light were the ones who were there to guide them through those treacherous months, every step of the
way. I sincerely hope each music educator, past and present can realize the incredible, positive
life-changing impact YOU have on the lives of your students.
Oh, about the uniqueness of the medal? In 1944 when the SCSBOA, known then as “Southern California
Band & Orchestra” went to order medals for the newly created festivals, manufacturers had a difficult time
finding metal. So, the 1,530 medals purchased for the festival in which Dorothy took part on April 27-28,
1945 at USC are made of sterling silver! A truly “limited first edition medal” has found its way back home to
the SCSBOA office! As a former collector of Beanie Babies and Disney Pins (don’t judge!) I still get a little
overly excited about those “unique first edition finds”! It may be a little tarnished and worn with age, but I
see this little nugget of our SCSBOA history as a light of hope and reminder that things will get better.

In Memoriam
Rae Jeanne Boeving, former SCSBOA member, passed away February 1, 2021 at the
age of 73. Having graduated from California State University- Fullerton, Rae was
mentored by the renowned band director Benton Minor, and completed her student
teaching at El Dorado High School, in Placentia, CA. Her early teaching career
spanned 18 years, beginning at Nogales High School (1973 to 1977), continuing at La
Quinta HS (1977-81) and finally Sonora HS (1982 – 1990).
In 1990 she joined the music educators in Long Beach USD, where she taught
literally thousands of elementary and middle school students until her retirement in
2012. After attending a Southern CA Suzuki Institute where she heard multitudes of pint-size musicians
playing stringed instruments with both musical and technical proficiency, she threw herself into a decade of
Suzuki violin lessons and camps until she could play the violin at a student concerto level. She passed these
strings skills along to thousands of beginning violin students at the many elementary schools where she
taught them by the hundreds.
She is survived by all the students she inspired to perform with excellence, be successful and responsible
human beings, and commit themselves to a better way of life. A great many of those she taught through the
school system went on to have careers in music.
Wallace Umber, a World War II veteran and former director of the Santa
Monica College Emeritus Band, died age 96 from Covid-19 complications.
After seven years teaching at Venice High School, Mr. Umber launched the
music program at Emerson Junior High School where he remained until his
retirement in 1986.
In 1968, Mr. Umber founded a community band with the Venice High
Community Adult School, which he brought to Santa Monica College in 1979 where it became the Emeritus
Concert Band. He nurtured and directed the band for four decades until handing over leadership in 2008 at
age 84.
In 1969, Mr. Umber married Carol Holle and gained three daughters: Suzanne, Holly, and Heidi. Umber
leaves behind four grandsons, three granddaughters, five great grandsons, and two great granddaughters.

Amy Villanova, VP-High School Education
Tune in on Saturday, April 24 to hear our amazing student musicians perform! Links will be sent out closer to
the date with detailed information on how to join our premiere performance online. The performance will be
available for viewing after April 24 as well.
High School Honor Group Program

Symphony Orchestra
Artistic Director
Dr. Johannes M Stosch

Symphonic Band
Artistic Director
Dr. Gregory Whitmore

Wind Ensemble
Artistic Director
Dr. Dustin Barr

Program:
Program:
Program:
Enigma Variations op.36 by Edward Elgar Stillwater by Kelijah Dunton
Symphony No. 3, mvt 4, Finale by James Barnes
Entry March of the Boyars by
I. C.A.E.
Johan Halvorsen, transcribed/edited
IV. W.M.B.
By Marc Oliver
IX. Nimrod
XIV. E.D.U. Finale

You will also hear command performances from
Aaron Chang, Clarinet, Diamond Bar HS
Jaemin Song, Violin, University HS (Irvine)
Nithin Chilakapati, Flute, Canyon Crest Academy
Parisa Ghassemi, Harp, Santa Monica High School
Congratulations to the over 300 musicians who participated in this year’s honor groups!
Planning for Next Year
I think the one thing we all learned this year is that we should expect to pivot, and then
pivot again, but hopefully smoother, more predictable days are ahead! This has been a
hot topic of discussion as we try to reassemble programs, curriculum, plan for
potential activities and events, and get back to the business of returning to “normal”.
This is also a GREAT time to re-examine what parts of “normal” need to be preserved,
maintained and nurtured, and what parts of “normal” might be able to gracefully
disappear into the past. You have a unique opportunity to resculpt calendars, rework
the day-to-day experience for you and your students, and break
smoothly from the parts of your programs that you were grinding out, that maybe
don’t suit the needs of you, your students or your program as much as something else
might.

Amy Villanova, VP-High School Education, continued...
There is a reason our music programs have a long and storied reputation, tradition is SO IMPORTANT to the
history of music making, to our campus culture, and to the classroom experience. Students feel comfortable
when they know what to expect, they anticipate participating in the celebrated events, it provides goals for
students to reach toward. Tradition is a beautiful, wonderful part of what we do-more so than most other
classes on campus. You have years of continued participation, maybe even generations of continued
participation, and tradition is a reason that bond is SO strong. Some of us have relied on maintaining
traditions to help make sense of teaching this year in the ways that we have. Tradition is our north star in a
lot of ways, guiding us to excellence, community, and purpose.

But, this is a very unique opportunity, as we work to bolster some of our traditions that may have not
thrived under pandemic learning, to take stock and purposefully curate which traditions hold value, and
which things we do because that is the way we always did. Maybe that one event that you dread
participating in every year conveniently falls off the calendar, maybe you restructure your seating in a class,
or conduct auditions for ensembles in a different manner that better suits current student needs. As we are
all rebuilding in many ways, maybe there are policies that can be reworked, curriculum that can be
reinvigorated or made more reflective of your goals or your students. Maybe you are only the last car in the
parking lot ONE day a week. What would YOU do, if you could do ANYTHING? This is the most unique time
for future building, and we have time to do it thoughtfully. In the rush to get back to normal, hopefully you
can make sure the normal you seek is the best version of normal for you and your students.

Jim Wang, VP-String Education
Meet Luna Rose Wang, born 4/13/2021 at 6lbs 3oz. She surprised mom and dad by
showing up almost a month early! Mom and baby are healthy.

Susie Marin, VP-Field Adjudication
The SCSBOA is committed to supporting programs in restarting their marching bands for
2021. In preparation of the 2021 season open forum Zoom meetings were held to
discuss how to support directors, students, and show hosts. A recording of the second
Zoom meeting and a PDF of the slide presentation can be viewed on the SCSBOA
website.
This Fall, band directors will have the option of entering their group in a traditional
competitive event or perform for a rating. The judging panel will also look different with
only 5 judges: Music Performance, General Effect, Visual Performance, Color Guard, and Percussion. The
judging sheets will be adjusted for the new system. Divisions will be adjusted to reflect the expected changes
in group sizes. Show length requirements are being reduced.
We do not have all the answers yet as to what is to come for Fall 2021, many questions as to travel, busing,
venues for live events, and varying restrictions based on region/county are still unknown and changing
rapidly. The FASC is working to have multiple plans in place to address these many challenges. Hosting a
Championships or Regional Showcase is being discussed, but no definite answer is possible at this time.
For more contest details and show format information please review the Town Hall presentation on the
website. Show hosts should complete the Show Host Survey as soon as possible. A tentative contest
schedule will be available soon, as we are waiting to hear back from show hosts and receive more guidance
from school sites, school districts and state/federal departments.
I am excited and ready to bring marching band activities back to my students and community. Fall 2021 bring
it on!

Upcoming Events & Deadlines….(click on link for more info)
April 24………………..Virtual Professional Development Conference #3 & High School Honor Groups Concert
May 1…………………..Virtual Festival Deadline #3
May 1…………………..Virtual Middle School, Elementary School & Middle School & Honor Groups Concerts
May 1…………………..Scholarships Deadline
May 15………………...Tentative 2021 Field Championships Host Application Deadline
June 1…………………..Virtual Festival Deadline #4

Curt Richardson, VP-Festival Adjudication
As we enter into the final quarter of the 2020-21 school year, we hope that the light at the end of
the tunnel continues to appear brighter and more favorable for all of you. For the past two
months, SCSBOA has been unable to offer adjudication for live performances. As a result, we have
gone to virtual adjudication. We have had numerous online entries, and I have been very impressed with the performances' quality. Many of the performances would achieve a command
performance rating at any of our live festivals. In speaking to adjudicators, most of them feel that
this is a great way to provide feedback to performers. They like being able to pause and give a
well-thought-out comment instead of being on a tight schedule. I want to commend the students,
directors, and adjudicators for their participation in a new format. I consider them to be innovators
in developing a means to reach out to students. In the future, virtual festivals could involve students and directors in
festival performances that might not be accessible due to distance or transportation. It has been said that "Necessity is
the mother of invention." As a result of the pandemic, we have found a tool that can be useful in the years to come.
On a different note, if you have not participated in virtual festivals, it is still not too late. SCSBOA will be offering them
on May 1 and June 1. I hope you will encourage your students to participate. To receive directions on how to enter, go
to www.scsboa.org.
When submitting an entry, it is always helpful to provide music for the adjudicator. While we do not require music this
year, scanning purchased music for the adjudicator provides the full educational impact. If you have any questions
about music, please refer to my previous newsletter article for copyright information. Music publishers have been
very lenient and are trying to encourage performance for this school year. As always, I am more than happy to answer
any questions at CRMUSIK@att.net.
I look forward to a time that we will all be able to see each other in person again. I wish you, your family, and students
all the best. Be safe.

Mike Gangemi, VP-Jazz Education
Greetings from the Jazz Corner!

It’s very hard to believe that this insane school year is almost over. It’s also heartbreaking to think of how many great
musical opportunities our students missed out on as a result of the pandemic. Thankfully, honor groups at the regional
and state level were still viable options and I’m so happy that these students took advantage of that.
A LOT of planning went into how we were going to approach the SCSBOA honor groups, and as always, the Board
clearly had the best interest of the students in mind with every decision. Many thanks to Amy Villanova, Yeon Choi,
Jennifer Jackson, Amy Mack, and Jeanne Christensen for their support, advice, and guidance through the process.
We are very excited about how the Jazz honor groups are progressing. Our team has been working tirelessly to make
sure the students get the experience they deserve, and my team has been just killing it at
every turn. Were it not for the tireless efforts of Brad Davis (Esperanza HS), Dennis Crystal
(Newbury Park HS), Jim Mooy (Santa Barbara City College), and Willie Murillo (like he needs
any further introduction!), this project would be impossible. These guys are amazing. Period.
We hope to roll out the honor jazz performances by 4/24, but we may have a slight delay.
They will absolutely be rolled out by May 1. Thank you for your patience. We assure you, they
will be well worth the wait.
As always...jazz@scsboa.org if you need anything!

Jeri Webb, VP-Awards & Medals
It’s been a wonderful experience serving
SCSBOA as VP of Medals & Awards. I would like
to share a little back history.
I added my name to the ballot for VP Medals &
Awards in 2018 because I believed women were
underrepresented in SCSBOA recognitions and I
was hoping to do something about it. I analyzed
the data and found I was right, but that I had
missed another void - the absence of people of
color. During the analysis I discovered that in
general a common factor of being selected for
recognition was membership on steering
committees of field, parade and festival. In an
effort to actively promote women, I submitted
nominations for the few women that were
serving on these committees. Those
nominations and many of your nominations
were approved. All women serving on these
committees have now been recognized.
During the analysis I collected stories of our
HLM’s (Honorary Life Members) which aided in
the creation of the HLM Stories page on our
website. It’s a beautiful tribute to the talented,
highly respected and giving members of our
association whose legacy we hold dear and
aspire to continue.
My hope is that our Association will continue to
look for ways to actively include and promote
diverse voices, diverse opinions and diverse
experiences. There are ways to honor our past
and bridge it toward a more inclusive future.
Making space for new experiences and standards does not mean we do not value where we were.
In order to run for another position on the SCSBOA Board, I am stepping down as VP Medals & Awards; this is
my last newsletter article. I would like to take some time to highlight some of the things we have been able to
accomplish.


Moved to online system



Nomination Forms for Membership Awards



Scholarship Applications



Scholarship Donations



Creation of Member Recognition pages



New stickers and patches for festival



Social media promotion of award honorees

Jeri Webb, VP-Awards & Medals, continued...
Scholarships - Due May 1, 2021
There are two types of scholarships SCSBOA offers. One is for the children of SCSBOA members. The other
is for students of SCSBOA members. Applications and qualifications can be found here.
The SCSBOA Board would like to thank the donations made this year by previous family recipients.
SCSBOA Scholarship Donations - for children of SCSBOA members:

David Betancourt
Bill Bradbury
Randall Gilpin
Jason Justeson
Tom Landes

Phil & Amy Mortensen
Trent Newton
Dean Hickman
Linda Thompson
Jo Anita Washburn

Gary & Stephanie Bollard
Richard Frutschy
Curt & Barbara Richardson
Doug Kruse
Jeri Webb

Wayne Nelson
Lyn & Cathy Olinger
Barbara Scholl
Warren Torns

SCSBOA HLM Scholarship Donations - for students of SCSBOA members:
Joseph Acciani
Ken Gammie
Don Gunderson
Kenneth Mack

Cathy Olinger
Wayne Reinecke
Curt Richardson
Warren Torns
Leonard Narumi

Darnella Davidson
Randy Gilpin
Roger Johnson
Phil Mortensen
Danny Wagner

Linda Owen
H. Robert Reynolds
Nancy Robinson
John Vorwald

Lastly, I would like to add my appreciation to Amy Mack for putting the vision I had into
reality. Without her, the online processes and the beautiful recognition pages would not be
on the SCSBOA website. Brava Amy Mack!

Joe Dudek-VP, Parade Adjudication
Happy spring to everyone! As many of us head back to some form of face-to-face instruction, and more
and more people are receiving vaccinations, things are beginning to trend in the right direction. At this
point we are beginning to ask our judges for their availability for “tentative” fall parade and field shows; I
caution everyone to keep things in perspective, and don’t expect everything to be at an exactly pre-Covid
normal for this fall. The SCSBOA Board, Field and Parade VPs, and standing committees are working hard to
provide marching band opportunities for all of our students, but it is bound to look a little different this
year. Please be patient as we take into consideration the many different options we are facing. Also,
potential Parade and Band Review hosts are just now being contacted, and we hope to
have some parades and band reviews in the Fall of 2021.
On a different note: Anyone interested in having a parade march added to the
compulsory Middle School or High School list, please send a score and a recording of the
march you wish to be considered to jdudek@cnusd.k12.ca.us. The deadline for
submission is May 22, 2021; decisions will be made at the June 6 PAC meeting.

2021 SCSBOA Award Recipients

Shawna Coan
Outstanding Parent Booster
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