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Here we go! The 2021 – 2022 school year is 

upon us. Many of you have already started 

school and others will begin soon. Teachers 

and students are feeling anxious about 

coming together once again, but also 

everyone is filled with a sense of hope and 

anticipation for a wonderful school year 

ahead. Whether you are tip-toeing into the 

start or jumping in without checking the 

water first, best wishes to you!

If you haven’t already, it’s time to renew 

your SCSBOA membership. Don’t wait until 

the week before a field tournament or a 

festival to get that in. The SCSBOA 

appreciates your continued support now more 

than ever.

We want to welcome new teachers and those 

who are new to Southern California. As a 

member, you can get connected to music 

education through the SCSBOA. There are 

many wonderful performance opportunities 

for all instrumental ensembles and great 

professional development through our annual 

conference. Some of the many opportunities 

include our fantastic honor groups, festivals, 

field tournaments, band reviews, a 

comprehensive website that includes a 

members-only resource hub for educators, 

and more. We, the music educators of 

Southern California, are the SCSBOA. I 

invite each of you to join the legacy of 

outstanding music educators and continue to 

strive for excellence for our students. 

Enjoy being with students in person once 

again. Let’s continue to move forward, have 

patience, and focus on teaching the joy of 

music to all.

Results of the August 2021 Survey “Playing Inside or Outside”

Last week a survey was sent to SCSBOA members to find out what different school districts and counties 

are planning for students in (or out of) the classroom.  Thank you to the 100 music educators who 

responded.  We have a wide set of regions represented in Southern California and many school districts 

who responded.  We hope you find this survey informative and helpful as you navigate the start of the 

school year.

Counties represented in the survey (60+ school districts):
Los Angeles County
Orange County
Riverside County
San Bernardino County
San Diego County
San Luis Obispo County
Ventura County

Grade Levels of who responded to the survey:
16% Elementary School
29% Middle School
68% High School
3% College/University

Subject Areas (could be multiple subjects):
97% Band
37% Orchestra
42% Percussion
12% Guitar
14% Music Appreciation
9% General Music
0% My music classes have been cancelled (We are so happy to see 0%!)

Teaching Band, where are you allowed to play? (could be multiple answers):
55% Inside with PPE
3% Inside with no PPE
24% Outside with PPE
53% Outside with no PPE
14% Waiting for guidance
1% I teach strings or other

Who is making the decisions for where you can hold your music classes? (could be multiple 
answers):

77% School District
41% School Site Administration
18% Self
32% County Health Department
25% State Health Department
1% Other

Jeanne Christensen
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Results of the August 2021 Survey “Playing Inside or Outside” – continued…

List any other information you’d like to share (this was a variety of answers and below 

is a selection of what some members said:

“We have been told to expect frequent changes in guidelines and what we’re allowed/not allowed 

to do.  Running a normal band camp for the time being, albeit masked and more fully outdoors 

than normal.”

“I have been guiding the conversation with myself so far based on my own research.  No 

mandates have been given to us by the district or site admin.  From the site ; it seems like they 

are just trusting me and are kind of ignorant to research/policies.”

“School district is leaning heavily on directive from CDPH and County.”

“Band not exactly decided.  No bell covers.  Currently waiting on either I the regular classroom or 

school MPR.  Only trumpet and clarinet offered.  General music for both grades 5/6 until 

November.  Then they split into band and strings…strings is violin for 5th.”

“We have the option to rehearse indoors with masks on while not playing instruments.  We also 

have Choir and all students must wear masks while indoors.”

“No playing of wind instruments inside at all.  Winds outside only but don’t need bell covers.  

Percussion are allowed to play wherever, as long as they have masks on inside.  Same for guitar 

and piano classes.”

“It’s…messy out there.”

“We can play indoors with PPE but prefer outdoors so we have less requirements and better air 

flow for safety.  We figure on taking advantage of our lovely weather.”

“We are able to have small groups indoors of 15 or less to rehearse.  HEPA filters were added and 

we can open doors and windows if further ventilation is needed.”

“While I have the option of having my students play indoors, I have not done so (school started 

yesterday).  I have given them masks and covers provided by the district.  I wear a mask outdoors 

and my students have adopted wearing them outside when playing without my prompting.  I 

don’t expect there to be a comfortable place paying without masks for the foreseeable future.”

LA County Health Updated Guidelines for the Reopening of K-12 Schools. (August 12, 2021)

Updates are in yellow.  

Take care through this quickly changing time in education.

Celebrating the Class of 2021!!!

• Bert Ferntheil has retired after 

33 years!  Bert has taught at 

Wright Junior High School, San 

Pedro High School, Fairfax High 

School and most recently at 

Temple City High School. His most 

memorable experiences in teaching 

was participating in the 

Tournament of Roses Parade with 

Temple City High School in 2004 

and 2015.  Bert looks forward to 

“traveling with my wife, projects 

around the house that never got 

done, helping my kids.”  

Congratulations Bert!

• Tony Mazzaferro has taught 

numerous schools including 

Northgate High School, Palo Alto 

USD (Elementary/Gunn HS), 

Fullerton College, Irvine Valley 

College, Chapman University, Cal 

Poly Pomona, Azusa Pacific 

University, Bard College of Music 

and Orange County School of the 

Arts.  After 40 years in the 

classroom, Tony said “seeing 

students succeed” was his most 

memorable experience.  The best 

part about retirement?  “Not going 

to Faculty Inservice Days!”  Happy 

Retirement Tony!

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/reopening_K12schools.pdf
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Andy Magana

Hello friends and colleagues. I hope you were all able 

to rest and refresh a bit this summer after our very 

challenging school year. 

As I begin my 36th year as a high school music 

teacher, I reflect back on the role that SCSBOA has 

played in my growth as a music educator. I realize 

that I am a benefactor of the work and efforts of that 

small group of educators that first met in 1937 to 

discuss the need for a support system for music 

teachers in Southern California. The support, 

mentorship, training and opportunities that this 

association has provided and continues to provide has 

guided me through what has been a satisfying and 

rewarding career sharing music with young people. 

As the SCSBOA celebrates its 85th year of serving 

music teachers and students, we continue to be a vital 

organization that adapts to new challenges and 

current trends, all while keeping the best interests of 

teachers and students at the forefront. Our Board is 

focusing on the unique needs of our community as we 

are set to endure yet another school year facing the 

restrictions of the pandemic. As I participate in our 

monthly Board meetings, I am continuously amazed 

by the level of dedication and concern that our 

fantastic Board members have for you and your 

students. 

Now that we have begun another school year and 

continue to face many of the obstacles and restrictions 

we endured last year, it is important to remind 

ourselves that although we may be alone in our 

unique instrumental music circumstances on our 

campuses, we are not alone in our experience as music 

educators. We are all part of the larger community of 

teachers sharing similar situations and challenges. 

Please take advantage of what SCSBOA has to offer 

you and your students and become a member for the 

2021-2022 school year. We are here for you!

What does membership offer you this year?

• In-person conference in January

• Teaching and professional development resources 

on our website for members only

• Mentoring from experienced teachers

• Performance and evaluation opportunities for 

concert ensembles, marching band and jazz 

ensemble.

• Honor Ensembles for all grade levels for band, 

orchestra, and jazz

• Networking and socializing with colleagues

• And more!

EARLY BIRD MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION

Remember, your 2020-2021 membership has expired. 

Renew or start your 2021-2022 membership before 

SEPTEMBER 15th to be entered into a drawing for  

FREE CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE. That is a 

$200 value! The winner will be selected at our October 

Board meeting and announced in our next newsletter. 

Go to www.scsboa.org/membership/ to register today!

I wish you all the best for a healthy, productive and 

enjoyable year with your students. 

http://www.scsboa.org/membership/
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Hello SCSBOA membership! I would like to thank 

you for your confidence in electing me to the position 

of VP of Elementary Education for our Association. I 

hope I am able to represent you all and especially my 

fellow elementary music teachers well in my tenure 

in this position.

In my 29 years of teaching music (this year starts 

year 30 for me...Yikes!) I have taught at all levels and 

I can tell you all with great confidence that teaching 

elementary music is not easier or harder than 

teaching middle school or high school. It is just 

different. I want to let all of you elementary music 

teachers know that I understand just how 

challenging and different it can be to work with that 

level of student and I am here to help and support all 

of you however I can.

First, I hope you will join me in thanking Jennifer 

Jackson, our previous VP of Elementary Education, 

for the wonderful job she did in the position, 

especially in the midst of our latest challenges. Her 

ability to pivot and work to help provide a musical 

experience for our students and support for all of us 

as teachers in such trying times is to be commended. 

I have already been working with her to continue and 

grow the work she has done to get us through these 

difficult times.

Next, I want to let you know that, because of the 

continuing uncertainty with many music programs in 

our area, the SCSBOA Board has decided to provide 

the same experience this school year for our 

elementary students as we did last year. Please be 

looking for information soon on how all of your 

instrumental music students can participate in this 

year’s virtual elementary band or orchestra. We hope 

to bring back our traditional honor groups for the 

2022-23 school year. We know this will be a great 

opportunity for you to have many of your students 

participate in these wonderful ensembles and 

hopefully help keep students in your programs!

Lastly, I would like to be available to help out and 

provide guidance to any of our membership who 

teach elementary music be it instrumental or general 

music. Please reach out to me any time for help with 

anything, with any questions you may have, or ideas 

you would like to share with me to help you in 

support of and/or to improve the elementary music 

program in your district. You can always reach me at 

my SCSBOA email address elementary@scsboa.org.

To address these issues and to help us all kick off 

this school year, I would like to encourage you to join 

me and my co-host, Glen Kamida on Thursday, 

August 26th at 7pm on Zoom for a 'beginning of the 

school year' chance to connect, communicate, 

commiserate and chat about where we are now and 

where we go from here with our elementary music 

programs in this 'new normal' we are living in. This 

is a great chance to get to know each other better and 

share ideas with each other about how to make our 

program survive and thrive. I look forward to seeing 

you all there!

https://fullerton.zoom.us/j/88603082990

Steve Graves

Welcome to the start of what should be a 

better school year than 2020! I know that 

some of us are still in situations where we 

cannot have our students play instruments 

at school, and many are having to deal with 

the issues of playing outdoors or using PPE 

indoors. Just remember how hard it was 

teaching through a screen and recognize the 

great asset that you now have in front of you; 

real, live, human beings! With that comes a 

level of communication and accountability 

that has been missing from our classes for 

the past year or more. As you start to 

recreate your curriculum and classroom 

culture, remember to start with sound 

fundamentals first. You can always layer in 

increasing levels of technique, musicianship, 

and theoretical understanding.  

Start now getting your students in the habit 

of using appreciative language first, pointing 

out what’s right in what they’re observing, 

before offering critical comments on what to 

improve. As a teacher, you’re in the best 

position to model this as well, but we’re often 

so focused on improving that we often forget 

to point out what’s already working well.  

Remember that recognition and encouraging 

excellence are great motivators for 

improvement! 

With that in mind, I want to thank you for 

offering me the opportunity to serve as V.P. 

of Festival Adjudication. I also want to 

express my amazement at how well many of 

you managed to still prepare your groups for 

“performance” and provide meaningful 

musical experiences for your students during 

a time of virtual or hybrid learning. As we 

look towards festival season in the coming 

year, the SCSBOA wants to make the 

festival experience a more meaningful one 

for your students, as well as one that you feel 

comfortable having your students participate 

in. In short, we want to put the “festive” back 

into festivals! In the coming months we will 

be putting together our new Festival 

Adjudication Committee, who will explore 

and implement ideas to make the festival 

experience more enjoyable and encouraging 

for you and your students. I’m always open to 

your feedback, suggestions, and questions!

Elementary Education

Ray Llewellyn

mailto:elementary@scsboa.org
https://fullerton.zoom.us/j/88603082990
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Yeon Choi

Are you ready for the new school year 

to start?

After the 19-20 school year, I promised to

give myself some “me” time. Something I

have not done since college. I stayed away

from the computer screen and school. I had a

chance to meet up with friends and family

members and got to binge watch many,

many, many Netflix shows. I even took the

time to cook for myself and was able to savor

the meal! Very difficult to do during the

school year, as you know.

I wish summer was a bit longer but I am

beyond excited to see my students who are

eager to return and make music together.

Yesterday, I received an email from a

returning student who simply wanted to say

hello and that he is looking forward to

orchestra! Is this my concertmaster you ask?

No. The single most important thing he

learned last year was to follow the

metronome/the conductor, ME. We had a

blast in class working on mastering the skill

with many trials and errors, laughers, stand

partner and section encouragements. The

social aspect was what meant the most to

this student to continue in the program.

Many of our programs suffered due to Covid

but we need to let go of the past and teach to

the students who remained. Music education

is not the same anymore. We need to move

forward and renovate our paths! Time to

upgrade and rethink what music education

truly means for the students. Majority of our

students do not become music educators or

professional musicians. If that is the case,

what life skills are the students learning

from our courses?

We still have many unknowns as we begin

the school year, I would like to invite you to

attend our chat session to share ideas and

information.

Chat session will be Saturday, August 21 at 

10:00AM

Zoom Link –

http://us02web.zoom.us/j/81006334569

Middle School Education

Yeon Choi

http://us02web.zoom.us/j/81006334569
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Take care of you:

Vocal fatigue: consider a lavalier mic (even in your 

indoor rehearsals, if applicable) as using your teacher 

voice through a mask all day after only using your 

podcast voice for a lengthy amount of time is going to be 

a strain. Drink lots of WATER, and check in with your 

choral counterparts for recommendations to keep your 

voice healthy and strong.

Sunblock, floppy hats, tents, sunglasses! Take care of 

yourselves and your students if you are outside for 

larger portions of the day than you have been. Don’t 

forget to add sunblock to the back of your neck, and the 

tips of your ears (thanks, mom!) 

When WAS the last time you REALLY conducted your 

ensembles? You might need to revisit some upper body 

stretches to help protect your joints and muscles. Just 

as our kiddos are rebuilding their chops, we probably 

are a bit too….careful physical warm ups and warm 

downs are a good idea for those of us leaving our desk 

jobs and getting back to a more active 

classroom/field/parking lot….take care of you, so you 

can take care of them!

Amy Villanova

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81633046913?pwd=aFBDQUhBYVNFRzNnV1pCcnN0ZHdKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81633046913?pwd=aFBDQUhBYVNFRzNnV1pCcnN0ZHdKUT09
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Greetings and welcome back to the 

school year! Personally and 

anecdotally speaking, this year is as 

chaotic as last year in terms of trying 

to plan and organize your year, both 

from a pragmatic and philosophical 

perspective. We are dealing with 

inconsistent rosters, wacky 

instrumentation, a wide gap of skill, 

and uncertain rehearsal spaces and 

performance calendars. In addition to 

the “what” we are planning, the “why” 

of our year is murky. We are all feeling 

out how our programs might be able to 

fit into our students' lives in a healthy 

and appropriate way as they make 

their way back to campus.

The crew of SCSBOA Festivals have 

met over the summer to try and create 

a relevant space for all of these 

considerations. We would like the 

opportunities for your students to feel 

fun (festive!), educational, and 

something that they (and you) can 

genuinely look forward to and 

generate excitement. This includes 

changing music list requirements, the 

structure of Festivals, the adjudication 

process and the availability of clinics. 

Please take a little time to check out 

the schedule on the SCSBOA website 

to begin planning what may work for 

you this year.

I want to thank all of the Festival 

Hosts who have been willing to 

schedule their events for 2022. If you 

would like to host an event, please 

shoot an email to me at 

festivals@scsboa.org to request a 

planning form and we will get the 

information out to you and get you 

scheduled. We are all still working 

under a “let’s hope we can do this” 

umbrella, and I promise that we will 

remain as flexible as possible when 

working with hosts to run these 

events.

Scott Domingues

https://www.scsboa.org/tentative-band-orchestra-festival-schedule/
mailto:festivals@scsboa.org
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