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Albert Jeung, President 

Most of us are well into our school year.  When people ask me how many years I have 
been teaching, I often state that this is my first year of teaching as the teacher I am today!  
Each year should bring new ideas and excitement and I hope your new year’s goals are 
coming to fruition.  I hope you will have the very best year ever!  
 
This newsletter is devoted to the conference and all the honor groups that will rehearse 
and perform during the conference.  Every year we receive feedback from our              
membership to improve our conference to serve your needs more.   This conference 
promises to be our largest and greatest ever.  Please visit our website and see the     

schedule and all the incredible events we have planned.  Boston Pops conductor Keith Lockhart will be our 
keynote speaker and will also present a conducting session!  Thank you to Dan Methe, our Conference     
Coordinator, and our Office Manager Amy Mack for their countless hours of preparations and work in   
making this our greatest conference ever.  Attending the conference will be one of the very best ways to 
give you fresh ideas, time to socialize and collaborate with colleagues, and renew your enthusiasm for 
teaching.   I hope all of you will plan on being at the conference, and I look forward to visiting with you   
during this great weekend! 
 
Please encourage your students to apply for our honor groups.   We are continuing to improve our honor 
group experience for the students and it is a major part of what our Association is about.   I was in the 
SCSBOA honor groups in high school and I know it truly inspired me to become the musician and teacher I 
am today. 



 

By now, everyone is well into the school year.  And while the focus for many 
is on things such as the football field, instrument petting zoos, and            
establishing the beginning of the year routine, festival season will be here 
before you know it! 
 
For those who have never before attended an SCSBOA adjudicated festival, 
I would like to encourage you to do so this year.  Participation in festival 
provides a truly inspirational and highly educational experience for all   

students! A sampling of some of the benefits of festival participation include: 
 

1.  Festivals provide an educational opportunity for students in all grades and at all 
ability levels. 

 
2.  Ensembles at festival receive focused feedback from highly qualified local educators 

on topics such as improving ensemble tone, musical technique, intonation, style, 
and expression. 

 
3.  Participation in festival motivates students and directors toward the achievement of 

musical excellence. 
 
4.  Attending festival and listening to peers helps create a background for the lifelong 

appreciation of music. 
 
5.  Festival provides the opportunity for students to have a sight-reading or clinic expe-

rience to further enhance their musicianship. 
 
6.  Festival allows for students and directors to celebrate their musical successes while 

still striving for improvement. 
 
I sincerely hope that everyone will choose to attend a SCSBOA adjudicated festival this 
Spring and enjoy sharing in this experience with your students. Please visit scsboa.org for 
a complete listing of festival experiences coming up this school year.  

Jason Marshall, VP-Festivals 



Jeri Webb, VP-Awards & Medals 

Dear SCSBOA members - This is a final call for nominations for awards and         

recognitions. Nominations are due by October 15. 

Recognitions (medals and awards) are representative of our values as an 

Association. One of my goals is to increase participation in the selection process of 

our members. PLEASE take a moment, reflect on the members you admire and  

nominate them for one of the awards. Then, let them know you nominated them. 

You'll make their day. 

Nomination Form 

A new project that I have been working on is a collection of stories of our Honorary Life Members. The 

stories will be published in time for our January Conference. Here is one HLM’s story: 

Vincent Dagort - 1956 

Vincent Dagort attended the University of Hawaii where he served as Drum Major of the Marching 

Band. In 1937 he attended UCLA and earned a Masters in Music education. During WWII he played 

in the Army Band. He chose to serve as an infantryman. He was captured as a POW at the beginning 

of the Battle of the Bulge. After the war Vincent taught music at Burbank High School and Lincoln 

Junior High School in Santa Monica. He stayed there for 30 years, finishing his teaching career as a 

counselor. 

After retirement Vincent dedicated himself to volunteer for the Red Cross (who he credited for   

saving his life). He served many disasters including 9/11. 

Do you have something to share?  Do you enjoy writing?  We would love to have articles in our 

newsletter written by non-Board members!  You choose the topic and share your thoughts.  To be 

included in the next newsletter, your article must to be submitted by November 1st.  Submitting an 

article does not guarantee that it will be included in the newsletter.  It would first need to be          

approved by a committee of Board and non-Board members.  Articles can be emailed to V.P. of  

Public Information, Kevin Hamilton at khamilton@lbschools.net  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gksiKWsvycknY9wz4Vts06yG_bulTd_o/view?usp=sharing
mailto:khamilton@lbschools.net


 
Kevin Hamilton, VP-Public Information 

It Only Takes One / Randall! 
 
It Only Takes One 
As a young teacher, promoting honor group auditions were the last things on my mind. 
I was in survival mode and besides, my students weren’t ready for that level of playing. 
I wanted to have students in honor groups.  It would be a life changing experience for 
them and be pretty cool for my program, but I was overwhelmed.  In my third year of 
teaching, I finally made time to promote the SCSBOA honor group auditions and guess 
what, three kids auditioned and one made it!  He was a euphonium player named Alex. 

Alex was good, not great, but Alex loved to play and was wasn’t afraid to tryout.  
 
After seeing how wonderful the honor band experience was for Alex, I made time early in the year to 
promote the honor groups.  The simplest, most effective thing I did was make and hang a poster in front 
of the room that read, “Congratulations, Alex! Euphonium, c/o 2003, member of the 2003 SCSBOA All-
Southern California Honor Band. Who’s Next?... YOU!   Application Deadline: Oct. 25, Audition Dates: 
Dec. 3 or 4.”  That single poster and single student, Alex, lead to more and more of my students             
auditioning.  The experience of the audition alone was extremely beneficial for the students whether 
they made the group or not.  It only takes one student auditioning to make the honor groups part of 
your program’s culture. 
 

Randall! 
 

One of critical aspects of a successful program is the selection of literature.  That’s why each year I 
scour the internet in search of music that will captivate my students’ imaginations and challenge them 
to grow.  If you’re like me, you always seem to find yourself picking music written by the same handful 
of composers.  As a middle school director, the composer that has risen to the top of that list over the 
past ten years is Randall Standridge.  That’s why I was over the moon when I learned that Randall 
would be presenting at this year’s conference.  I’ve come to know Randall not only through his music 
but also through Facebook.  He is a wealth of knowledge and is always quick to respond to questions 
about anything band related.  I strongly encourage you to attend this year’s conference and visit one of 
Randall’s presentations.  You can thank me later  :)    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Music and the Windows to the Soul 
 
Music has the power to affect us deeply. I recently read H. Robert Reynold’s band       
transcription of Morten Lauridsen’s O Magnum Mysterium with my wind ensemble. As 
part of the lesson I played a recording of the piece as performed by the Northwestern 
University Wind Ensemble. I was literally moved to tears as we listened and my students 
were transfixed. It was a powerful shared experience.  
 
When selecting literature to perform with my ensembles, especially the younger ones, I 
often find myself drawn to music that I feel “will work” with the group as a primary emphasis in the         
process. When rehearsing I often find myself emphasizing the “nuts and bolts,” i.e. intonation, balance, 
rhythm, articulations etc. Don’t get me wrong, these are all important considerations in achieving a         
successful performance. However, I feel that sometimes in this process I neglect to ask perhaps the most 
important question “How will experiencing this literature affect my students?”  
 
This very question will be the topic of a session at the SCSBOA conference this January presented by       
Professor Allan McMurray titled “Windows to the Soul.” Allan will be working with a live ensemble of high 
school students exploring the emotional power of music. It is a stand-alone session on Friday afternoon 
that I will be presiding over. I hope many of you will circle this session on your schedule as a “can’t miss” 
experience. 
 
Look for more details on this exciting session coming soon on the SCSBOA Conference page on our website. 
In the meantime, I wish you many shared experiences in music with your students! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Bluto, VP-Music Lists 



 Mike Gangemi VP-Jazz Education/Honor Groups 

 I know many of us are inundated with first-semester duties (marching band, fall 
concerts, Back to School Night, etc.), but I wanted to take a quick moment to      
remind you all that the honor jazz applications are due by 11:59pm on October 
26, 2018.  There will be NO exceptions to this, so please plan ahead.  Again, the 
application  process is a little different than in years past, so it would be in your 
best interest to look it over so you can help answer any questions your students 
may have when they are filling them out.  Remember that all applications require 
the director’s final approval (if you have no idea what I’m referring to, you need 
to look at the application process) and will not be accepted without this. 
 
I encourage you to listen to your students before they audition.  It’s easy for     

students to get so wrapped up in their audition music that they may overlook something as simple as a 
rhythm or an accidental, and having a fresh set of ears would be a welcome relief, I’m sure.    Also, make 
sure they are practicing sight-reading!  It’s an important part of the audition process, and is   often 
overlooked in the interest of getting ready for performances.  If you have access to easier charts in your 
library (or your feeder’s library), get a hold of some and treat your rehearsal like the sight-reading 
component of festivals.  It’s truly amazing how much we forget to practice sight-reading, and how much 
better our students get when we do it.  I’ve seen in my own bands that the students start to pay more      
attention to a lot of things other than notes and rhythms (phrasing, dynamics, style, articulation, and so 
on), and the whole band seems to benefit from this.   
 
The 2019 Jazz Festival Schedule is on the website under Festivals.  If you are planning on hosting a    
festival, please go to that page and click the link for festival hosts.  From there, you will fill out your   
information and I will get it posted on the website.  Thanks to those of you who have expressed interest 
in hosting a jazz festival.  I love the diversity of the different types of festivals we have (competitive, 
non-competitive, clinics).  There is truly something for everyone.   
 
Important Dates 
 

Applications due – 11:59pm October 26, 2018 
Auditions  

December 1 (Tesoro HS)  
December 2 (Suzanne MS) 

Rehearsals 
January 19 and 20 (Esperanza HS) 
January 25 (Hyatt Orange County) 

Performances 
January 25 (Hyatt Orange County) 
January 26 (NAMM outdoor stage, Anaheim Hilton) 

   



 Jazz Honor Groups  Flyer 

 

 

www.scsboa.org


 
Yeon Choi, VP-Middle School Honor Groups 

We welcome our 2018 conductors under the direction of Dianna Gray, String             
Orchestra, Joseph Dudek, Band and Brendan McBrien, Full Orchestra.  Concert will be 
“free” on January 26, 2019 - 7pm at the Hyatt Garden Grove.   
 
On that note, we are looking forward to the 2018 audition selection process!  Middle 
school directors, private teachers and/or parents please review the NEW online    
Honor Group Application process.  
 
1. Students need to apply online (https://www.scsboa.org/application-form-middle-

school-honor-groups/) by October 26, 2018 along with a $35 application fee 
 
2. Directors will receive a listing of students from their school who wish to audition for verification and 
audition approval.  Deadline for verification will be no later than November 2, 2018.  There will 
be NO refund for non-approved applications. 
 
3. Auditions 
Saturday, December 1st @ Tesoro high school, Rancho Santa Margarita 
Sunday, December 2nd @ Suzanne middle school, Walnut  
 
4. AUDITION RESULTS WILL BE POSTED ONLINE UNDER THE HONOR GROUPS TAB AFTER          
DECEMBER 7, 2018. 
 
5. Rehearsals 
Saturday, Jan. 19 @Woodbridge HS, Irvine 9am – 4 pm  
Sunday, Jan. 20 @ Woodbridge HS, Irvine 9am – 4 pm  
Saturday, Jan. 27 @ Hyatt Hotel, Garden Grove 3pm – 5pm  
Saturday, Jan. 27 Concert @ Hyatt Hotel, Garden Grove 7PM 
 
Please print and post the Middle School Honor Group Flyer in your room and take a minute to review 
the online application with your students.   Help your students to prepare for a positive audition! 

https://www.scsboa.org/application-form-middle-school-honor-groups/
https://www.scsboa.org/application-form-middle-school-honor-groups/


 
Middle School Honor Groups Flyer 

 

 

 

www.scsboa.org


 Dan Methe, 1st Vice President/Conference Coordinator 

As your new year begins, many of you are looking over new selections of music,      
preparing for auditions and creating new and innovative lesson plans for the school 
year.  Several of you have emailed or let a Board member know from time to time 
what sessions you would like to see at our annual Professional Development           
Conference that would directly benefit you as an educator and the students you teach. 
As an SCSBOA Board, we have worked diligently on producing an outstanding array of 
educational sessions for the Professional Development Conference held in January of 
2019. 
 

Two packed days of invigorating sessions, honor group rehearsals and opportunities.  On Friday      
evening located at the OC Hyatt, our keynote address will be given by world renowned conductor Keith 
Lockhart and wrapped up with a concert by the HS Honor Jazz Groups.  You will definitely want 
to partake in these activities! 
 
As mentioned above, both Friday and Saturday are filled with educational sessions that include two full 
days of pedagogy, advocacy, leadership opportunities, selecting literature, preparing your group for 
festival and a track built just for our college students.  There are so many wonderful sessions that I am 
extremely excited about this years schedule.  Take a look for yourself at www.scsboa.org and click on 
the conference tab.  Of course, don’t forget about our annual luncheon and awards show!  In addition to 
this fantastic conference, we once again have the opportunity to attend NAMM.  SCSBOA members who 
attend the conference and register for their NAMM badge by the December 15th date will receive a   
four-day educator pass to the NAMM conference in addition to our Annual Conference.   
 
With the information at hand, schedule the Annual Conference (Thursday, January 24 – Sunday,         
January 27) in your calendars.  You will not want to miss any part of this event!  
 
Page 11 of this newsletter highlights just a few of the exciting events and opportunities included in 
your conference fee.    

http://www.scsboa.org


 
2019 Professional Development Conference Highlights 

 

 

 Thursday, January 24, 2019 
 Visit NAMM (Additional registration fee) 

 Friday, January 25, 2019 
 Conference sessions galore 
 Jazz Honor Groups and High School Honor Groups rehearsals 
 “Windows to the Soul” with Allan McMurray in the Royal Ballroom 
 Keynote Speaker Keith Lockhart in the Grand Ballroom 
 SCSBOA Conference & Luncheon at the OC Hyatt Royal Ballroom 
 Honor Jazz Concert in the Grand Ballroom  

 Saturday, January 26, 2019 
 Conference Materials available at the OC Hyatt 
 $10 parking in designated lots (Conference Only) 
 Online Conference Program 
 SCSBOA Conference & Luncheon at the OC Hyatt Royal Ballroom 
 SCSBOA Honor Jazz Performances on various NAMM stages at the Anaheim Convention Center  
 Middle School and High School Honor Groups rehearsals 
 Conducting seminar with Keith Lockhart 
 Inspirational Message from Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser 
 Elementary Honor Groups Concert in Royal Ballroom 

Middle School Honor Groups Concert in the Grand Ballroom  

 Sunday, January 27, 2019 
 SCSBOA High School Honor Groups Concert in the Grand Ballroom  

NAMM Education Days at the Anaheim Convention Center 



 Pin Chen, VP-String Education 

What a fantastic day of learning at String Day! We had teachers from all over Southern       
California, from San Diego to Bakersfield, gather to learn string teaching techniques. The 
hands-on sessions gave attendees of varying skill levels a wealth of information to take back 
into their classrooms to teach their students more effectively. We had a blast playing         
together in the reading session, with many of us playing our secondary instruments reading 
grade .5 through 3.5 level music. 
 
Thanks to our five expert presenters, Albert Jeung for hosting at his school, Hope Weinberg 
at Jersey Mike's for delivering box lunches at a discount, Amy Mack for helping with online 
registration, and all the attendees for making this event a success! 
 

Join us for more professional learning opportunities in Salon I at the SCSBOA Conference in January! We 
have a slate of experts covering the following topics: 

 
Violin Pedagogy 
Cello Pedagogy 

The Right Hand as a Paintbrush 
The Left Hand - Intonation, Vibrato, Shifting 

Engaging Orchestra Students 
Developing A Relaxed Bow Hold from Day One 

How To Select the Best String 
Technical Aspects of Tone Improvement 

Traveling With Your Orchestra 
String Education Round Table 



 
Jeanne Christensen, VP-High School Honor Groups  

 

 

 



 Jeanne Christensen, VP-High School Honor Groups 

Happy 2018 – 2019 school year! It is a pleasure and honor to serve once again this year as 
your V.P. of High School Honor Groups. Before I share information about this year’s             
auditions, rehearsals, and concert, I would like to thank the membership for electing me 
President-Elect. This is a wonderful an honor and I am humbled by your support.  Thank 
you! 
 
You might ask, what does it take to have a student be a part of one of the high school honor 
groups? First, practice, practice, practice!  From there, it is support of time and                       
encouragement on your behalf. Students have a special bond with us, so our input and        
critique is essential to their success.  Help encourage your student musicians to go through 

the audition.  It is a wonderful way for them to gain “interview” skills for the future.  As their director, listen to 
them play.  Most likely you are the one person that makes them the most nervous.  If they can play for you, then 
they will be able to play for anyone!  
 
The audition application and information is located on the SCSBOA website www.scsboa.org.  
Please help promote this year’s SCSBOA High School Honor Groups!  HERE is the flyer to print out and place on 
your front board, office window, or anywhere students look every day in your classroom.  
 
Here are the details about this year’s High School Honor Auditions: 
 The online application deadline is Friday, November 2, 2018 
 Directors will need to confirm their list of student(s), which is emailed to you, no later than November 9, 

2018  
 Students will be notified of their audition time slot after November 16, 2018 on the SCSBOA website 
 Auditions will take place on Saturday, December 8 and Sunday, December 9  
 Saturday, December 8 – the audition site is Rancho Bernardo High School in San Diego.  If coming from 

north of San Diego, please allow extra time to travel into San Diego County. (Suggestion: If coming from 5 
South, take 78 East to 15 South to help you get to RBHS)  

 Sunday, December 9 – the audition site is Hoover High School in Glendale.  
 Reminder: If students wish to play Piccolo, English Horn, or Eb Clarinet a second audition is required.  They 

must audition on their primary instrument and also submit a separate fee payment and application for their 
secondary instrument. 

 
Rehearsal Schedule and Honor Concert Information: 
 Rehearsals will take place at the same location as the January 2019 Winter Conference, the Hyatt Regency 

Hotel in Orange County. The rehearsal schedule is Friday, January 25 from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm and Saturday, 
January 27 from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm. 

 The High School Honor Concert will be held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on Sunday, January 28 at 1:00 pm, so 
we hope you can stay the night on Saturday and come support the HSHG on Sunday. The concert is free for all 
to attend.  

 
I am pleased to announce this year's High School Honor Conductors:  
 

Symphony Orchestra – Dr. Soo Han, Baldwin Wallace University 
Wind Ensemble - Dr. Chris Chapman, Oregon State University                                                                                           

Symphonic Band – Dr. Emily Moss, Cal State Los Angeles 

Look in the upcoming newsletters for more details about the auditions, weekend rehearsals, and concert. If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact me at: jchristensen1@sandi.net 
 
I hope you have a great fall! Thank you ahead of time for helping your students prepare for a terrific and        
memorable musical experience! 

http://www.scsboa.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZC0zpWp6oWrqlCrHv8760JpVOBAncxZE/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bw.edu/academics/bios/han-soo
https://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/users/christopher-chapman
http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/musictheatredance/emilymoss.php


 
High School Honor Groups Flyer 

 

www.scsboa.org


 Don Jaramillo, VP-Field Adjudication 

Soon, many high school bands will begin their competitive marching season. 
While there is much to share, this article will focus on a few changes that 
competitors and judges will experience along with a few simple reminders. 
 
For those who utilize electronic enhancement: The SCSBOA Head Judges 
will communicate the needs of a reliable power source (extension cord,  
power box, etc.) to each contest sponsor.  We will suggest this to include a 
contest person to monitor the electronics area (so cords don’t mysteriously 
disappear).  Most importantly to all contestants: each band assumes all risks 
if a source does not work properly. 

 
Reminder, no penalties will be assessed until after October 15, 2018. 
 
Another area of growth this year is improving adjudication/numbers consistency. For this season we 
will utilize a floor/ceiling range of scores. That is to say, based upon collection of data from the          
previous marching season we have established scoring averages from week to week.  This should help 
all judges manage their numbers, thus competitors should see appropriate growth and consistent    
scoring over the season.  Additionally, we will implement the use of a half point (.5) at each contest 
(within each caption).  This change has come about due to the successful implementation at our 
SCSBOA Championship show last season. 
 
Lastly, it is important that we continue to grow as an adjudication community. Whether a judge or a 
competitor it is very important to look for the following when giving or receiving recorded                
commentary. The commentary should provide 1) accountability for evaluation, 2) constructive          
criticism, and 3) useful information that addresses how to improve.  Additionally, the tenor of the   
commentary should be perceived as genuine helpfulness and geared for student listening. 
 
As a reminder—ALL 2018 Championships Applications, required forms and director              
membership must be at the SCSBOA office no later than October 15, 2018.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  
Championships applications and forms can be found at the SCSBOA website under the         
Marching/Field tab on the homepage.   
 
Please reach out if you have any questions. Have a great season and I look forward to seeing you on the 
track! 



 2019 Conference Application 
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